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Homily Christmas 2020 Recorded Mass 

 

“The people who walked in darkness, have seen a great light!” 

2020 seems to have been a year of walking in darkness. Figuratively walking in the 

darkness of loneliness and isolation starting way back in March. There was so 

much unknown that added to a sense of danger and dread. I remember my heart 

racing whenever I went to the grocery store, with a mask on, gloves on, Clorox 

wipes ready to wipe everything down. I remember coming out of the supermarket 

feeling out of breath like I just ran 5 miles. 

So many people have lost loved ones this year. Some were not able to say 

goodbye properly which added to the grief. 

There were protests that turned into riots and looting. Some good was done in 

recognizing prejudices, but there was also a stirring up of anger and hate -- 

perhaps enhanced by the emotions of frustration and isolation.  

Every day in the papers we saw schools open and then close and go all remote 

again.  

“Pandemic fatigue” set in and people started throwing caution to the wind as 

groups got together to party or travel. We seem to be living the consequences of 

those choices now. 

Many people, out of an abundance of caution and some fear, continue to stay 

very isolated.  

This Christmas I have no plans to gather with my family for a big meal together. I 

am sure it is the same with many families.  

It has been a very tough year. 

Yet there seems to be light at the end of the dark tunnel! With the vaccines 

starting to be distributed, I believe that many are starting to feel some hope for 

2021. I know I am feeling quite optimistic that people will cooperate and things 

will get better. 
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So perhaps one blessing of 2020, is that we can relate better to the prophecy of 

Isaiah, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” 

 

We know that the corona virus did not invent pain and suffering. Rather pain and 

suffering, isolation, frustration anger, hate, disappointment are all part of life. 

Sometimes caused by nature. Sometimes caused by storms. Sometimes man-

made, like racism and injustice or hoarding and hunger. 

Perhaps 2020 has taught us once again, that things are really not under our 

control. That happiness in this world is fleeting and very temporary. And 

sometimes all we can see is darkness. 

 

Then we come to this day! And the light of the Christmas star of Bethlehem shines 

on us. We meditate on a most wonderful event that happened to a simple family 

who was going through a very tough time. Away from their family and friends, 

travelling for the census, and then unable to find shelter – Joseph had to 

improvise and hide his very pregnant wife in a barn. 

And in the midst of this struggle and isolation and fear – behold this wonderful 

thing occurred that changes everything – as the angels declared “For today a 

savior has been born to you who is Christ and Lord.” He is the light shining in our 

darkness. He is the prince of Peace. It is he who can bring us courage and healing 

and strength and forgiveness. 

This simply child, lying asleep in the manger where animals eat, would one day 

show his tremendous love for us, by sacrificing ourselves to save us and open the 

way to eternal life. He wishes to give us blessings of joy, hope and peace. 

This child, Jesus, is our light in the darkness. It is he who invites us to draw close 

this Christmas – yes, to come closer to him and discover his love and mercy. He 

draws us close like the shepherds. He is the light that draws us like the Three Wise 

Men with their camels and gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  

Yes, even in the darkness of 2020, we can see the true light of the world who 

comes to us tonight, so simply, so lovingly. He accepts our brokenness and 
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weakness. He understands our fear and frustration. He knows what it is like to be 

isolated in the desert.  

And yet he promises to be with us through it all. There is nothing that can 

separate us from his love.  

 

Perhaps not despite of 2020, but perhaps because of 2020, this year we can be 

MORE open to this child Jesus and his message that we need so badly. 

He says, “I love you! Yes you! I am Emmanuel: God with us. I will never abandon 

you. I will walk with you now and always. If you let me, I will be your light!” 

  

May the light of Christ, scatter the darkness and bless you and your families with 

joy, hope and peace this Christmas and in the year to come! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


