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Homily Corpus Christi 2020 

 

It’s so good to have people back in Church! I have been staring at empty pews for 

weeks! And this is just the beginning. I know many people are still staying at home and 

that is okay. The bishop has extended the dispensation from Sunday mass until 

September 7. So, feel free to watch mass at home until you feel comfortable or are 

healthy enough to return to Church. 

One of the best parts of my job is to be able to stand at the altar and look out at the 

“Body if Christ.” Today we celebrate the Eucharist, the Body, Blood Soul and Divinity of 

Jesus. The Eucharist is Jesus and his great gift to us. But we also learn that WE are the 

Body of Christ. This is a very mysterious reality.  

We are called to come together and worship God and receive the Eucharist at mass on 

Sundays. We listen to the Scripture and are fed with Jesus’ Body.  

When we receive Jesus in the Eucharist, we are slowly being transformed! If we are 

open to the graces of the Sacraments and prayer and sacrifice for one another, we are 

being changed to be more and more like Jesus. 

So, the Body of Christ changes us into the Body of Christ. 

The Church is the Body of Christ – a living body of people, striving to live out Jesus’ 

commands to love God about everything else and to love our neighbor. We are the body 

of Christ and teach the faith to our families and continue to learn what it means to be 

Christian in today’s world. We are the body of Christ and called to witness to the love 

and mercy of God in how we try other people. We are the body of Christ – called to 

serve the poor and broken, to love even those who harm us. We are the body of Christ 

called to sacrifice our lives for the good of others in imitation of Jesus himself. 

 

You may say, I am too weak to that myself. You may struggle with being selfish. You may 

be distracted and too busy to live like Christ. You may fear that you just can’t do it. 

The Body of Christ is not a perfect body. WE are a Church of sinners. We mess up. We 

sin. We are weak.  
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The beauty of being Church – of being the Body of Christ – is that we are not in this 

alone. Jesus gave us the give of the Church – a community of his disciples trying to 

spread the Gospel and live it ourselves. This is a great gift, because immediately we 

know we are not alone, we are waling together following Jesus. Like the Apostles did all 

those years ago. Except that we are to apply the teachings and stories to today’s needs.  

For example, we have had two months of crisis to learn how to love God and love our 

neighbor better? How did we do? Did we learn what our real priorities should be? Did 

we learn what is really important in life? If things went back to normal right this second, 

would we live exactly like we did before the coronavirus? 

I hope the answers are: great, yes, yes, no. 

We did a “Great” job, using the extra time we had to learn to love God and love one 

another better. Maybe we prayed more, read the scripture, watched mass online and 

provided some service to those in need. 

“Yes and Yes” – we learn what are real priorities should be and what is really important. 

We learned that we used to run around doing all kinds of activities, but missed some of 

the important things. Now we see more clearly what is important: Faith that gives us 

strength, keeping healthy, loving service, spending time with the people we love. Maybe 

we took some of this for granted like a quality education and great teachers. 

“No” – we learned that we will NOT do things the same as before the coronavirus, but 

we will make time for the really important stuff, like Mass and prayer, like family 

dinners, like reaching out to those in need. 

I am happy that I can start to see again the Body of Christ -- we were always his body, 

but now I can see more clearly.  I am hopeful that we will continue to get back to Church 

and invite more people to come over that next weeks as we get back into routine. I pray 

that we will be even better able to spread God’s message of love and mercy because – 

as the body of Christ – we struggled and suffered through this crisis together.  

And God never abandoned us! Rather he was always walking beside us and giving us the 

strength each day to keep going. As he does right now. 

My brothers and sisters, we ARE the body of Christ. Let us listen to God talking through 

his word, let us be nourished by Jesus’ own body and then let go into the world today to 

love and serve others as the Body of Christ! 


