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Homily Easter Sunday 2021 Where Do You Find Easter Joy?   

 

Happy Easter! Alleluia! Jesus is Risen! 

Where Do You Find Easter Joy? 

This year has been extremely challenging and tragic, and sometimes almost too much to 

take. And yet there have been so many blessings and opportunities. We are still in the 

midst of restrictions, and the Holy Week services have been full of adaptations. For 

example, usually we have the holy water Sprinkling Rite, recalling our baptism. The 

Priest and Deacon walk around the Church dousing the congregation with cold water, 

occasionally waking someone up and watching the kids try to avoid it. Fun for us clergy. 

But we skip it this year. Hmmm. So, where do we find the Joy that supposedly comes 

with Easter? 

Here are a few recent moments, I have encountered Easter Joy… 

1. People at mass 

2. Creative events 

3. Pouring Oil 

 

#1 People at mass 

Remember last year at Easter? The Churches were closed. Pews were empty. We were 

figuring out how to livestream mass. Luckily a parishioner found this webcam online, 

because I could not find one in stores. 

So, when I saw people in Church on Palm Sunday, the most people we’ve had this year 

other than Christmas, I felt Joy. A surge of energy and emotion hit me. And it wasn’t 

because some miracle happened, or because I won the lottery, but because the pews 

(the ones not ribboned off) were pretty full and I saw more people still coming in to 

mass: lots of familiar faces, some I haven’t seen in a while, and a number of families 

with children. The devotion and reverence, people overcoming fear because they want 

to worship the Lord together. I love the sing song way the kids say the Our Father at 

mass…  
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The Joy was not miraculous, it was just being in the midst of God’s people on a Sunday, 

praying together and loving God together. Perhaps this Joy came from God’s Joy at 

seeing you all here. It’s the same today… 

 

#2 Creative events 

In another challenge for this year, when Lent was starting in February and we were 

about to put out the 14 crosses in the grass at the edge of the parking lot for the 

Stations of the Cross – uh, there was still two feet of snow covering the spots! We had 

to wait until the snow melted to get the crosses in the ground. (Thanks, Jim, Carmine, 

Anthony!) 

But finally, we were able to have two great services outside. The Stations of the Cross 

were led by members of the Confirmation Class and, since we couldn’t do the Living 

Stations inside this year, the Youth Group used the Livings stations script and led us in 

prayer outside. At the end of each one, I was filled with Joy that these young people 

would lead their peers and the adults in public prayer. We also saw this with the young 

people that led one of the Wednesday Holy Hours. 

With all the restrictions and obstacles, the Church of St. Catharine found creative and 

new ways to love Jesus and that we will want to keep for the future. That ability to 

adapt to the current times gives me Joy. And it gives me Hope that we can continue to 

adapt and grow as a parish in the years ahead. The clergy can’t do it alone. The staff 

can’t do it alone. As great as they both are. But together – clergy, staff and parishioners 

– that is a recipe for success. Each using our gifts and talents to worship the Lord and 

journey with each other – that brings me Joy. 

 

#3 Pouring Oil 

Now the time that really got me noticing joy, was as I was pouring the holy oils newly 

consecrated by the bishop. I poured them into the fancy vials that are in the back of the 

church by the baptismal font. As I was pouring the Sacred Chrism and that sweet smell, 

the smell of the Sacraments, hit my nose, I unexpectedly smiled. I thought about the 

people that would be receiving Baptism and Confirmation and Anointing of the Sick this 
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year at St. Catharine’s. Many of who, will receive these oils from my hand. Throughout 

the year, when these oils are used, there will be Easter Joy. 

-- 

That’s a few moments I noticed Easter Joy. I invite you to look for the Easter Joy in your 

own lives. 

There is so much Easter Joy going around, but sometimes we make ourselves too busy 

to notice. Perhaps that’s another thing that God wants us to learn. Easter Joy is not just 

present for one day a year. Easter Joy doesn’t only come when the Peeps appear on the 

shelves. 

Easter Joy is the Joy of Jesus suffering, dying and rising from the dead to save you and 

me, not because we are bad, but because he just loves us so much. Easter Joy is the 

result of God constantly loving us. The moments we feel Easter Joy are the moments we 

actually take a moment to realize: that we are deeply loved. 

Happy Easter!  

 


