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Homily Easter Vigil 2020 

We have been through a lot these last weeks. The loss of our “normal life” has created a 

rare opportunity for us to stop and reflect – something that we almost never have time 

to do. But now we have been given the gift of time. The fact that our world has been 

turned upside down makes it hard to realize:  that we have journeyed though 40 days of 

prayer, fasting and almsgiving of Lent, we prayed more fervently during this Holy week 

and have finally arrived at the Easter Vigil. Now we watch and wait for the Dawn to 

come and the Son to rise! Perhaps our taste of hardship makes us more able to relate to 

all that happened to Jesus and the disciples in those three days we are celebrating. 

The Last Supper – so special, so central to our faith, the washing of feet - a lesson on 

service, and then the horrible betrayal and arrest, the journey to the Cross, ending in 

Jesus’ crucifixion and Death, which looked to all like utter failure. Then his burial and 

sleep in the tomb. Perhaps the disciples asked - was this new movement and teaching 

and miracles all for nothing? 

We are with them in spirit tonight. Maybe we can hear that doubt and disappointment 

in their hearts a little better. We can picture that we gather with them fearfully and 

confused in the Upper Room tonight as they awaited Easter morning. What would 

happen? They did not know. 

That morning, the women in the Gospel, out of love and desire to be with their Lord, 

came searching for him. No doubt they came to pray at his tomb. And then, an angel 

descended like lightening and an earthquake. He rolled the stone away. And even sat on 

it, mockingly as if to say, “as large and heavy as this stone is, it cannot stop the Power 

and Glory of Easter Resurrection!” 

Even though it seemed all was hopeless – God was working out his plan! That’s what 

God does. And if we follow him, Good Friday will always lead to Easter Sunday! God’s 

plan is for our good, for a future full of hope, as we hear in from the Prophet Jeremiah. 

We keep Vigil tonight by reading through salvation history. We read 3 of the 7 possible 

readings today, maybe next year we will do all 7!  With the three readings tonight, we 

are given a glimpse into God’s purpose for humankind and how he works with us. 

We read that beautiful story of creation in Genesis. God created a world to share with 

humankind, who he created in his image. He wanted to be with us and walk with us in 

Paradise and enjoy our company. That was God’s plan. And it was perfect. He created a 
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pattern: 6 days of work, and rest on the 7th day. To be happy and fulfilled, our job was 

simple: we are to align our lives to his design. When we are in synch with God’s plan, 

we are on our way to paradise.  

Of course, we know in the next chapter, that Adam and Eve chose to turn away from 

God and leave paradise behind. Their choice forever doomed us to be exiles, wanting to 

return the Garden of Eden, to paradise.  

We can feel this more clearly, this exile, because we ourselves have been “exiled” from 

our typical day to day life and find ourselves in a “foreign land.”  

This analogy can help us see that what we truly long for, are not the things that we were 

used to – no, the deeper longing is to be in communion with God, walking with him in 

paradise.  This year, we can better feel our longing, to be synchronized with God’s 

original plan. 

In the reading from Exodus, we see how God works with his people as he listens to our 

prayers. The people in slavery in Egypt cried out to be saved. The Lord listened and 

called Moses to lead the people out of slavery to the promised land. This event is so 

foundational in the mind of the people, especially our Jewish brethren, that God would 

work incredible wonders, even parting the Red Sea, defying gravity, in order to protect 

and lead his children. Again, we learn that relationship with God and following God’s 

plan is the way to the promised land. We are to align our lives to his design. 

From the Prophet Isaiah, we actually hear God’s Spirit speaking to us through the 

prophet. We hear him call to us: “All you who are thirsty, come to the water! You who 

have no money, come receive grain and eat…. Why spend your money for what is not 

bread, your wages for what fails to satisfy? Heed me and you shall eat well... listen and 

you shall have life!” Can you feel the desire of God as he wants to supply all our needs 

and longings? It’s like a love song written to our hearts. God calls us to follow his plan 

for our happiness. We are to align our lives to his design. 

St. Paul’s letter to the Romans, reminds us Christians, of our way to follow Jesus through 

the Sacramental life of the Church, which starts with Baptism, Confirmation and weekly 

Communion.  We take up our cross and follow as Jesus commanded. We develop a 

relationship through prayer and Sacraments. St. Paul says, “For if we have grown in 

union with him through a death like his, we shall be united with him in his Resurrection.” 
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When we focus on the things of God, we are rewarded with life eternal. We are to align 

our lives to his design. 

And the Gospel anticipates the Joy of the Easter morning, the reason we can proclaim 

“Alleluia, He is Risen! Jesus is Alive!” We see how Mary Magdalen came to the Tomb. 

She had been changed by knowing Jesus. He had cured her from “seven demons.” And 

she devoted her life to follow him. Mary Magdalen is a great model for us.  

Nothing could keep her from coming to the tomb that morning. While the other 

disciples were hiding out of fear, Mary shows us how love overcomes fear. She loved the 

Lord so much; she could not accept that he was dead - not after all he spoke about. Yet, 

she did not know what would happen. She trusted Jesus, and continued to search for 

God’s plan in the midst of confusion and what looked like failure. 

Her reward for aligning her life with God’s plan, is that she was the first to see Jesus 

Risen!  She became the messenger to the Apostles to bring the Good News that “Jesus is 

Alive!” And because of her faith and trust, Mary Magdalen will forever be known as the 

“Apostle to the Apostles.”  

My friends, tonight we celebrate how God has always had a great love for us, his 

children. He has been working out his plan for our happiness and good for a really long 

time. As humans, we often fail to choose his loving plan and we fall away. But the Good 

News, is that when we seek him, when we repent and desire to follow him, he rescues 

us, welcomes us back and will do anything it takes to save us and lead us to paradise.  

This very night, we celebrate that Jesus, through his Passion, Death and Resurrection, 

has conquered death! He has journeyed into hell and taken back the keys so we are no 

longer bound by sin and death. He has opened the way to eternal paradise. Not because 

he wants to show off his power, but simply because he loves us so much that he wants 

to spend HIS PARADISE with us, his beloved children. 

 

Let us this night, praise God’s plan of salvation! Let us be grateful that we have a loving 

God, who willingly sacrificed his only Son to set us free. 

And let us align our lives to his design and follow him more closely this Easter Season 

and proclaim the Good News to all we encounter – “Alleluia! He is risen. Jesus is Alive!” 


