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Homily Epiphany 2020 Read More Bible in 2020 

 

What Religion was Jesus’ family? Jewish  

What culture was Jesus born into? 1st century Palestine, religious Jewish family. 

This was a very different culture than the one of we who read the Gospels today. That’s 

part of what makes the Bible so hard to understand. It uses phrases and images from 

another time and place. It wasn’t written in English. There are many puns and plays-on-

words that get lost when translating into English. For example, In Matthew 16, Jesus 

says “You are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my Church.” In the Greek which the 

Gospel was written, however, Peter (petros) and (petra) both mean “rock.” Peter 

(Petros) was not a name before Christianity. So Jesus called Simon  “Peter” or “Rock.”  

Today, maybe he would have called him “Rocky.” 

SO, if the stories in Scripture were written in a culture and language very foreign to us, 

how can they even be relevant today?  It is a fair question. Some people would say:  the 

Bible is NOT relevant to us at all. The Christian religion is not relevant to us at all. 

And yet there is something powerful that draws us. It is that same something that has 

drawn people for 2000 years and even before that in the Old Testament stories. 

There is something ancient, yet appealing. Something mysterious, but calling to us. 

What is that? That is God speaking to us through his words. The Bible can really be 

called “God’s love letter to us!” 

Yes, it comes down to us over the centuries, with these timeless truths, explaining the 

origin of why we are here and the meaning and purpose of life. These truths are not 

constrained to a particular country or culture or time. They apply to all humanity for all 

time! The questions we ask, are the same questions asked by Aristotle and the great 

thinkers of antiquity: Why am I here? What is my purpose? What is the meaning of all 

this? 

Today’s feast of Epiphany is a clue to why the Bible stories are relevant. Because Jesus IS 

relevant! The Wise Men in the story are not Jewish or Christians (Christianity did not 

exist yet). They were astrologists from Persia (modern day Iran). They were experts in 

watching the stars and planets and looking for signs. They searched the prophecies of 
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various religions. They searched for Truth and Wisdom. Much like the scientists and 

philosophers do today. 

These “Magi” saw something in the stars that indicated something very important was 

to happen. They saw a very unique star. They linked this to the prophecies of Israel:  a 

child was to be born, a king of Kings! Emmanuel – God with us! And this God spoke to 

them in a way they could hear – in the stars and then later he warned them in a dream. 

And they set out from Persia on a long journey across the desert until they came to 

Bethlehem. I wonder what they thought when they saw the star settle above a cave, 

where a poor family without a lodging sought shelter in a cave with animals to have 

their baby boy. 

Was this what the wise men expected? I don’t think so. Surely, they brought expensive 

gifts for a King that would be born in a palace, no? Were they expecting such a humble 

situation? I would think not. Yet they were able to recognize this King! They watched for 

the signs, they were open to seeing the King of Kings, hidden in this poor, desperate 

situation, hidden beneath the swaddling clothes. 

This is our invitation, too. We are not Jews of 1st century Palestine. We are not of the 

culture that Jesus was born into. Yet we can listen and search for him like the wise men 

did. WE, too, can pay homage to him by bringing our gifts – not gold, frankincense and 

myrrh – but we can offer our mind, our heart, and our strength. 

The message of Jesus is very relevant today – It is something so simple yet so difficult 

that we struggle to get it right:  “Love God with all your heart, mind, soul and strength. 

Love your Neighbor. Love your enemies. Forgive and you shall be forgiven.” 

Seems easy – yet if you look at the news, we can’t seem to do this. We don’t love like 

we should. We discriminate, we fear, violence is rampant – yes, in the big stories of 

shootings and hate crimes, but also, the violence of how we treat people everyday – 

how we fail to love the person standing behind the counter, or driving next to us, or 

across the dinner table, cleaning our dishes, or someone we see on TV. 

This Call of God comes to us – we know it is truth. Love, forgiveness, peace, serving 

one’s neighbor. All these things we know are right and just. It’s just so easy to ignore.  
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But we are called on long journey like the Wise Men. We are called a journey of Heart 

and Mind. A journey to develop a heart that loves like Christ did on the cross. A journey 

to develop our minds in Godly thoughts and Godly ways. 

These Bible Stories are the Key. If you wanted to make just one new year’s resolution 

that would have a great impact on your new year 2020, it would be to Read More Bible! 

Take time everyday to read “God’s love letter.” Ask the Holy Spirit to teach you how 

these old stories apply to your life’s journey. When I started to do that – it changed my 

life! The Bible became real and Relevant. These were not just old stories – they were 

one of the ways God IS speaking to me. 

And that is the difference that can transform this new year.  Make 2020 a year of 

seeking the Lord and hearing his words. 

Want to make 2020 awesome? Read More Bible! 

Want to know what Jesus really says? Read his words in the Gospels! 

What to know what God is saying to you? Read God’s love letter – the Bible! 

 

Take 10 minutes a day. Start with the Gospels. Read his word. There are 1440 minutes in 

a day. Can you give God 10? (that’s .7%) Or how about 20? 20 minutes a day in 2020. 

Start with 10, work up to 20.  

Start with 10 minutes a day of Bible. 

Read More Bible and Make 2020 Awesome by hearing God speak to you! 


