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Homily Epiphany 2022 

Come and see. 

 

We are still celebrating Christmas! Eight Days of the Christmas Octave, because 

Christmas is such a big deal. And today we celebrate Epiphany, the role that the Three 

Kings in played in the Christmas story.  

One way to act this out is with our Nativity. I like to setup the Nativity with the Holy 

Family and the Shepherds and sheep. I bring out the baby Jesus on Christmas and add 

the Angels. Meanwhile the Three Wise Men are travelling. I put them across the room, 

then ideally, move them closer and closer as they journey toward Bethlehem. Then they 

join the manger scene on Epiphany, today. 

 

I like this for a few reasons. One, it shows the Light of the Gospel going out and inviting 

all the world. It shows that Universal character of the Catholic Church. The word 

“Catholic” means Universal. All are invited to grow in faith. No matter where you are 

from, what you look like, what your current state in life is: got it all together, or are a 

total mess, or are somewhere in between, the Star of Bethlehem shines on us wherever 

we are and beckons us to come closer. 

Two, it demonstrates that faith is a journey. You are not just born with perfect faith life. 

It takes practice. Many times throughout our lives, we actually have to search for faith 

to find it. Especially during the growing years as teenagers and 20s, when we lose close 

loved ones, when there is serious illness or a loss of a job or many other crises that 

occur in life. These times, there seems to be a fork in the road of drawing closer to God 

“following the star” or wandering away from God out of anger or just feeling lost. 

We see these two paths very clearly in the Gospel today. One reaction is to see the star 

as a good thing and want to know more. The other is to see the star as a threat and 

want to destroy its message.  

The Wise Men journey all the way from Persia (modern day Iran) to Bethlehem to find 

out what the star means and discover this new King, Jesus. They are open to the 

message and bring valuable gifts as a sign of homage. They “Come and See” what the 

Christmas star was all about. 
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King Herod, on hearing the announcement of the Wise Men that the Star predicts a 

possible new King, is threatened. Instead of Christmas joy, Herod is full of fear. He sends 

soldiers to kill the child so that the Holy Family has to flee to Egypt to escape. Herod is 

not open to the light of the star, the answer to Israel’s prayers for a Messiah. He rejects 

the message. 

 

For us this year, I think the journey of the Wise Men invites us to “come and see.” In the 

Gospel of John chapter 1, there are disciples of John the Baptist who see Jesus walking. 

John points him out, “Behold, the Lamb of God” (which the priest quotes at mass right 

before Communion). Two disciples, Peter’s brother, Andrew and the evangelist John, 

start following Jesus. Jesus asks them “What are you looking for” They respond, Rabbi, 

where are you staying.”  Jesus then invites them to “Come and See.” 

 

After this crazy year of 2021 and the prior year, perhaps we are being invited by the 

Lord to “Come and See.” We acknowledge that we are all on a journey, no one has it all 

figured out. Yet, wherever we are, we have the opportunity to draw closer to Jesus and 

Grow in Faith this year, 2022. 

As you plan your Goals and New Year’s resolutions, resolve to “Come and See.”  

• Spend a few minutes with the bible each day, starting with Gospels.  

• Make a goal to participate in more parish events this year.  

• Search Catholic sites for more ideas. For example… 

 

Eight Tips for Growing in your Catholic Faith (paraphrased)– integratedcatholiclife.org 

1. Pray- work at developing a daily prayer routine. Start with a morning prayer offering 

your day to Jesus. Say a rosary while driving or exercising. Pray at meals. Pray with 

your spouse and children. Prayer before bed. Create a schedule and try it out. 

2. Daily surrender to self – start the day with “God I am yours. I will choose to follow 

your will today.” 

3. Accept and Study our faith – seek to understand our faith an explain it to others. 

Catechism, Bishop Barron, Fr. Mike Schmitz, Pope Francis 
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4. Devote time to the Eucharist – Sunday mass. Daily mass if possible. Come early to 

spend 10-15 minutes with The Lord  

5. Pursue Joy not Happiness – the culture around us constantly seeks happiness in 

things, pleasures, bigger car, house, paycheck. But do things these really bring 

happiness. Instead seek the Joy of Jesus by seeking Christ and surrendering your 

heart. IN finding Joy, we will also find happiness. 

6. Start with the End in Mind - Picture Jesus greeting you in Heaven saying, “Well done 

good and faithful servant” How do I make a step toward that end today? 

7. Privileged Not Entitled – we are privileged to be part of the Body of Christ, the 

Church. Our life of faith requires dedication, obedience, and like many things, 

practice. Be grateful for the gift we have been given.  

8. Be a Light for Christ - encourage other people in the faith, share faith events like, 

“Mass on Epiphany was so nice because….” 

 

Just as the Wise Men saw the Star and took the opportunity to seek Jesus and the first 

disciples were invited to “Come and See,” so we are being given an opportunity in this 

new Year to Seek and Come and See Jesus. Perhaps we have not done that in a long 

time -- no matter. We can hit the reset button for 2022, and start fresh, journeying 

together toward Jesus with new eyes and an open heart. 

The Christmas star beckons us to draw close to Jesus. Let us start this year accepting the 

opportunity to grow in faith together as a parish. 

 

 


