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Homily Fifth Sunday of Easter 2020 

 

Was is it that when I walk down the aisle at Target or the Supermarket wearing my 

Roman collar priest clothes, that people stare at me. Sometimes they ask, “Father, what 

are you doing here?” “Shopping” is my usual answer. And people seemed Shocked. Yes, 

priests shop. We are regular people, too. 

That is one of the most mysterious aspects of our Catholic Tradition: the priesthood. 

Maybe it’s the flowing colored robes, maybe the fact that we wear black a lot, or maybe 

it is the whole idea of somebody communicating with God and calling down the Holy 

Spirit to bless us, heal us or bring us the Eucharist. Whatever it is – it is definitely 

Mysterious. 

But did you know that you are also a priest? 

Yes, I know you might be thinking, “Ah, Father, I’m not a priest like you… what are you 

talking about???” 

Well, I’m glad you asked! 

There are actually three types of Catholic priesthoods. 

1. The Common Priesthood of the Faithful 

2. The Ministerial priesthood 

3. The Unique Priesthood of Jesus Christ, the high priest. 

The three readings each point to one of these three types of priesthood. Let’s look at 

each. 

1. The Common Priesthood of the Faithful 

At our baptism, we are cleansed from original sin, by the pouring of water three times 

and the invocation of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. But that’s not all that happens at 

baptism.  

There are also two anointings with oil. The child is anointed on the chest as a sign of 

being chosen and strengthened as warriors and prophets were anointed. But the second 

anointing is with the special oil called, “Holy Chrism.” Chrism gets its name from 

“Christ,” and is a sign of the coming of the Spirit of Jesus.  
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At baptism, we are anointed on the Crown of our heads with Chrism. Everyone knows 

when this happens, because Chrism has a very sweet, holy smell and the baby smells 

like Chrism for the rest of the day. At that moment, the presider says, “As Christ was 

anointed priest, prophet and king, so may you live as a member of his body, sharing 

everlasting life.” 

By our baptism we are anointed and given three jobs to be priest, prophet and king.  

So yes, by our baptism, we are all Priests. This is called the “Common priesthood of the 

faithful.” We are called to strive for holiness by imitating Jesus and to lead a life of 

unceasing prayer. 

St. Peter says in our second reading, “let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a 

holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices.” 

We exercise our priesthood, whenever we pray individually, with our families or in 

Church. Like a priest we offer our bodies as a living sacrifice (as St. Paul tells us in 

Romans 12:1) and we love and worship God, with our heart, mind, soul and strength. 

Now, even though you are all priests, I don’t recommend going out and buying the 

Roman collar shirts and wearing black all the time. People may look at you funny, like 

when Fr Jakub or I are at the store. But make sure you pray each day. 

 

2. Ministerial Priesthood – This is what we usually think of when we say, “Priest.”  Ah, 

but did you know there are 3 ranks of the ministerial priesthood?  The first one is the 

bishop. A bishop has the fullness of the priesthood. He is a successor of the Apostles and 

can celebrate all the Sacraments and is the Shepard of what we call a “particular” 

church meaning a diocese. If the diocese was small enough, like back in the early days, it 

would be the bishop and the people. But as the Church grew, there was a need for 

priests.  

Priests are the second rank and share in the priesthood of the bishop and work in 

communion with him. The Priests can celebrate all the Sacraments, too. Confirmation is 

usually reserved to a bishop. However, that can be delegated to a priest, like a 

Monsignor. This year, the bishop delegated Confirmations to the pastors. So, when we 

are back in action, we will setup a Confirmation service and I’ll be able to preside at 

Confirmation for the first time!! Should be very cool. 
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Now, what is the 3rd rank of priesthood. Who knows…? I see some hands…  You got it… 

Deacons! We have 4 wonderful deacons here at St. Catharine’s. 

We learn from the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, that the Apostles were so 

busy, that some of the needs of the poor were being neglected, so the early Church 

created Deacons to serve the needs of the people. In fact, the name of Deacon in Greek, 

is diakonos, and means “house servant.” The Deacons here all serve the people in 

various ministries as you well know. Deacons can assist at mass, preach homilies. They 

can baptize and can do weddings outside of mass.  

Now the 4 Deacons I mentioned are all “permanent Deacons” and they can be married 

and have children. There are also transitional deacons. All priests spend some time as 

transitional deacons before being ordained priests.  

We need to pray that men of our church will hear God’s call to be permanent deacons 

or priests. Our deacons are great but they aren’t getting any younger and we are going 

to need to raise up new deacons to study and be ordained over the next years so that 

we will continue to have a great ministry of Deacons in the parish going forward. So, if 

you know of a man in this parish that may make a good permanent deacon, talk to him 

and encourage him to pray to hear if God may be calling him. It is an awesome ministry. 

Myself, Fr. Jakub or any of the deacons would be glad to discuss if you are even a little 

bit interested. 

3. The highest form of priesthood is the Unique Priesthood of Jesus Christ. Jesus showed 

himself to be a priest by offering his whole life as a prayerful sacrifice to God the Father. 

Ultimately, he offered his own body and blood on the Cross to set us free from sin and 

death. He gave us a memorial of his body and blood in the Eucharist that we receive 

through the Mass. Jesus actually gives himself to us through the priest’s words. Through 

the power of the Holy Spirit, the bread and wine become the Body and Blood, soul and 

divinity of Jesus at every mass! And Jesus always prays for us to his Father. 

When we activate our priesthood, we imitate Jesus. We offer our bodies as a living 

sacrifice, in imitation of him. We make our life, a life of prayer, in imitation of Jesus. 

We are not Jesus, but we can imitate him in the ways that we are able. We do this every 

day. 
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As we continue this mass, let us notice that we are all joining Jesus the High Priest, 

listening to the words of the ministerial priests and deacons, and we are all exercising 

our Common priesthood we get from Baptism as we pray and worship God our Creator 

and Father. 

Let us recognize our call, as St. Peter tells us: “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 

a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may announce the praise of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light!” 

 

 


