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Homily Fourth Sunday Easter 2022 Mother as Light to the Nations 

 

Light is a fascinating phenomenon. Light made up of photons, which are 

“electromagnetic energy packets.” Light mystifies science people, because light 

sometimes acts like discrete particles, but also sometimes acts like a wave.  

Light is a very comforting presence in the darkness, whether flipping the on switch in a 

dark basement or walking through the woods and finally reaching the lights of a house. 

When a storm causes the power go out occasionally, lighting a candle or turning on a 

flashlight help to restore some calm. Light also brings heat. I think of the joy of sitting 

around a backyard fire making smores or sitting on the beach as the warmth of the sun 

beats down on my skin. 

Lights can be used to point out the right direction, too, if you think of the lights of a 

runway or the ground crew directing the airplane to the correct gate. The lights on the 

floorboards point to the exit rows. Traffic lights keep us safe by telling us green for go, 

red for stop and yellow for speed up. (just kidding, yellow for slow down). Car headlights 

are very useful for traveling at night; turn signals and brake lights communicate to other 

cars that we are going to turn or stop. 

I’m thinking of all these various functions of light, because we Christians are given the 

job of being “a light to the nations.” Paul and Barnabas speak boldly about the Church’s 

mission by quoting the prophet Isaiah chapter 49:6, “I will make you a light to the 

nations that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.” 

We are called to be lights in the darkness. Darkness because the world around us 

sometimes goes off the right path by promoting all kinds of things, some that are clearly 

bad and some that are good, but won’t lead us to the true happiness of Heaven. We are 

given the mission to proclaim the Gospel – Jesus’ love and forgiveness and his teachings 

– so that all the world has an opportunity to get to know Jesus and be saved by him. We 

are the privileged few that hear him speaking to us by Word and Sacrament. We 

experience his love and mercy.  

This weekend, 80 parish children received Jesus for the first time in First Holy 

Communion. Wednesday almost 100 children will receive Confirmation. Beautiful!  

Our children are becoming lights to the nations! And the world needs our light! 
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A great visual is the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday. This year was particularly dramatic 

because we turned out all the lights. The church was very dark. And all of a sudden, this 

giant Easter Paschal Candle came into the church giving some light. It represents the 

Light of Christ. Then I lighted my little candle from the big candle and passed it to 

someone else who lit their candle. The light was passed from person to person and soon 

the dark church was filled with light.  

The world needs this light. The world needs Jesus, our true light. We receive this light at 

our baptism and keep it burning brightly by practicing our faith. Then we pass that light 

to others by teaching our children and witnessing to our neighbors. And the world gets 

brighter and brighter with the Light of Christ. That is the church’s mission and it can 

happen every day. 

Today, we celebrate one particular way to spread this loving light: Mothers!  

A mother is like a light in the family. A certain spark happens in a woman when she 

realizes that a new life is growing inside her. Some people will even remark that they 

see her “glow.”  I believe this is a special grace that God bestows on mothers for the 

journey ahead. First, the nine months of preparing to meet the child, by eating right, 

preparing the house, and perhaps singing to this child in the womb. Then comes the 

miraculous day of birth, the first time she sees this precious child’s face and holds them 

in her arms.  

The mother’s light illuminates the inherent beauty of her child. Mom may say while 

staring into the child’s face, “this is the most beautiful thing I have ever seen.” The 

mom’s light becomes a mirror, so the child him- or herself starts to see their own 

goodness and gifts. She helps them see their gifts and strengths, and she helps them 

overcome their weaknesses with nurturing love. 

The mother’s light continues to shine in raising this child with her husband, creating a 

special place of growth and learning called the family.  The child continues to bask in the 

light of this special love, a love with patience in teaching and a love with a healing kiss 

for boo-boos. 

A mother passes on this special light to her husband and children, and beyond to other 

family and friends by showing gentleness, kindness, generosity, forgiveness. These 

characteristics of her light help form the foundation of the type of people the children 

will become. 



3 
 

The Mother teaches in truth – another light. And like the lights I mentioned, she helps 

provide comfort and direction. 

The light of her love becomes like the sun, for her light, along with watering with the 

virtues, and the soil foundation of teaching right and wrong, make the child’s beauty 

blossom. 

And as mother passes on the light of Christ by her maternal care, the children begin to 

develop their own light, which they can then share with others. These children 

eventually become mothers and fathers themselves and pass the light on to their 

children, further illuminating the world. 

And no matter how old the child gets, there is always the mother’s light shining for 

warmth, healing, comfort.  

 

A mother’s light is a special gift of God to humankind. We celebrate the gift of Mothers 

today and all days, for they help make us who we are.  

Happy Mother’s Day! 


