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Homily Fourth Sunday of Lent 2022 Forgive 7 Times? 

 

Today we are given one of the hardest lessons of Christianity. Many times, we can focus 

the easy parts like a simple understanding of “love your neighbor” and “peace be with 

you” and pray and come to mass occasionally. But in our journey each year, we 

encounter readings that invite us to go deeper and see the really hard lessons. And it 

would be easier today to focus on the Prodigal Son and how we are forgiven of our 

mistakes and leave it at that. Don’t get me wrong, realizing that God is so awesome that 

he forgives all my sins and takes me back every time I repent, changed my life. 

But I want to focus on the unforgiving older brother. There’s a reason Jesus added his 

story to the end of this parable. 

The older brother is reluctant to forgive. He thinks his reckless and selfish younger 

brother DOESN’T DESERVE to be forgiven. Remember, the Prodigal Son received half of 

father’s estate. To get the cash, maybe the father had to take out a second mortgage or 

loan which added extra pressure on the family business. The older brother was resentful 

on how his younger brother hurt his family. It would be easy to justify his attitude. 

However, just as the prodigal treated his father like his was dead (that’s when you get 

an inheritance), the older brother committed the same sin when he saw his younger 

brother as dead to him. He wrote him off. There was no loving compassion or running 

out to him like the father did. The older brother, was angry and refused to even look at 

his brother. 

How often have we been like the older brother, refusing to forgive someone who 

wronged us or our family? 

Compare this to Jesus’ actions. Jesus told us to “Love one another” but even MORE than 

that. He said “Love one another… as I love you.” How did Jesus show his love or us? He 

suffered and died for us! And from the cross, in pain, dying, remember how he treated 

those who put him on the cross? He forgave them. 

My friends, I have mentioned that Lent is like spring cleaning. It is time to clean our 

house. If there are areas of resentment and unforgiveness, Lent is a time to ask God to 

help heal us and enable us to have the wisdom, courage and love to let go of past hurts, 

against us or our family, and to walk the path toward reconciliation.  
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Sometimes that means we go to confession after 30 years, sometimes it means a phone 

call or sending a card trying to reconcile with someone we have pushed away, 

sometimes it is getting an annulment to reconcile and let go of a past marriage. BTW, 

we have confession 330-430 every Saturday, and by appointment, plus a Penance 

Service coming up on April 7 here or you can go to Penance services at neighboring 

parishes.  

This is hard. Earlier in the week, at Tuesday daily mass, we had the Gospel where Peter 

asks Jesus, “Lord if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive him? As many 

as seven times?” You can picture Jesus “face-palming” and thinking, “Peter, I want you 

to be the first Pope, when will you learn?” Jesus explains to him, “Not seven times, but 

seventy-seven times.” 

Now, for you math types, who just had a thought that you only have to forgive 77 times, 

that’s not the point. Just look at that famous prayer that we pray all the time, The Lord’s 

Prayer. That’s the prayer Jesus gave us on the Sermon on the Mount. What does the Our 

Father say about forgiveness, remember? 

“Forgive us our trespasses… as we forgive those who trespass against us…” Oh. Man. So, 

if I only want God to forgive me 7 times… Uh oh. Even if the limit was 77 times, I have 

messed up way more times than that. And God still forgives me.  

I hope what Jesus was really saying was, “Listen, Peter, God has no limit to his 

forgiveness. God will forgive you 100 billion times, if you are sorry and repent and want 

to come back. However, you are to be willing to forgive your neighbor – meaning your 

parents, or siblings, or ex-spouse, or coworker, or classmate or stranger, whoever hurt 

you badly. And you must be willing to forgive them and pray for them, if you expect to 

be forgiven. 

If you are telling yourself, “Okay, I can forgive everyone… well, except so-and-so. I can’t 

forgive them because…” Be careful!  

I think all of us have these people in our lives, some who are even deceased. But to 

really start to understand God’s heart and to strive to imitate him, which is the whole 

point of following Jesus, we must at least work at being open, and asking for the grace 

to take a step toward forgiveness and healing. Why? So, we can be more free to love as 

Jesus loves us. 
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Jesus did not let the fact that they WERE killing him, from stopping him from forgiving 

the scribes, the pharisees, the Sanhedrin, the Romans and the people who were jeering 

and spitting at him on the cross. All he saw was his love for them and the Father’s desire 

to save them through Jesus. That doesn’t make what they did to Jesus right! But Jesus 

focused on his love more than their hate. Hate the Sin, Love the Sinner. 

Jesus does not let our anger, resentment, or hardness of heart stop him from loving and 

forgiving us. He doesn’t let even war and killing stop him from loving and forgiving all 

involved. 

Jesus’ love and mercy are bigger than all that. ALL CAN BE FORGIVEN and HEALED, if we 

only act less like the unforgiving older brother, and more like the sinful but sorrowful 

Prodigal Son.  

And maybe one day, The Holy Spirit will help us to be so free to love, as to run out to 

meet the sinner, to embrace them, throw a robe and sandals on them and ring on their 

finger and declare “Let us celebrate. This one was dead and has come to life, he was lost 

and has been found.” 

 


