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Homily Holy Thursday 2021 

Happy Triduum! These Sacred “three days” tell the story of why we are Christians. And 

today we celebrate that most significant event for us as Catholics – the institution of the 

Eucharist at the Last Supper.  

But wait father – what happened to the Washing of the Feet tonight? That’s a good 

question! We are not having the Washing of the Feet tonight for safety reasons. First 

time in my life of being a Catholic. 

So, I’ll ask the same question I asked on Palm Sunday, which started differently this year 

– what is God trying to say to us today? 

It seems we shift our focus from the Washing of the Feet to focus more on the 

Institution of the Eucharist. And again, we look at how this relates to our lives this year. 

We know God's desire for us to be in communion, for Jesus gave his body and blood to 

feed us.  

But especially this year, and in a most powerful way, we learned this year OUR desire for 

communion with God. We experienced not being able to receive Communion for 

months this year. Something that most of us never experienced before. Mass was 

always there. The Church was always there. We could go to receive Communion when 

we wanted.  

And then COVID hit and the churches were closed, so we watched mass virtually. We 

could not receive Communion. And many people still watch online, not comfortable 

coming back to Church. Although I hope that will change bit by bit in the near future. 

All year as people finally came back to church in person after months of virtual, they 

would tell me they cried after receiving Communion and how powerfully and 

unexpectedly it hit them. Maybe God is reminding us what a big deal Communion is, 

something I guess we started to take for granted. 

Perhaps God wants us to know that he does not take communion with us for granted. 

Rather he longs to be connected to each one of us and walk closely on our journey 

together.  
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Now this year, do we just forget to wash each other's feet? No way! Remember in the 

three Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) we read of the words of Institution of the 

Eucharist at the Last Supper, but the Gospel of John focusses on the Washing of the 

Feet. They are connected. Lovingly receive communion, lovingly share communion in 

service to others. They are One. We are fed, to be able to feed others. We are loved by 

God, to better love others. 

Today we rejoice at God’s gift of the Eucharist and his desire to be in Communion with 

us. We respond by loving him back and loving and serving others as we journey together 

on the path to the Cross. 

 


