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Homily Holy Trinity 2020 Live in Peace United with the Trinity 

 

Who is my enemy? 

Well in the 1700s, it was the British. 

In the 1860s, it was North versus South. 

In the early 1900s in was half the world. 

Later it became the Russians. 

As the decades progress in the land of the free and home of the brave, we always seem 

to find someone to label our enemy. 

It could be Black vs. White. Rich vs. Poor. The Coastal states vs. the middle of the 

country. North America vs. The Middle East. Persons of another political party, etc. etc. 

etc. 

We can always create a reason to label a person or group, our enemy, whether it is fear, 

or misunderstanding, or some perceived threat or that they have something we want. 

To label others as enemies goes back to leaving the Garden of Eden. Our broken, selfish 

nature was revealed when God offered paradise to Adam and Eve. That paradise 

consisted of one rule. But even that was too much. Humankind choose to go against 

that rule with a little help of trickery by the Ancient Serpent. In the next Generation, 

Cain was jealous of Abel and killed him.  

Since then, it is just a pattern, a thought process, that goes on in our mind. In a way we 

are always searching for an enemy to label. 

 

My friends, we as believers in Jesus Christ DO NOT HAVE ENEMIES!! We DO NOT HAVE 

ENEMIES!! 

Why? In Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are all brothers and sisters.  

However, we all are, as the first reading declares, “a stiff-necked people.” We are 

stubborn and think we know better than God and look for love in all the wrong places. 
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God knows this. He tried to help us by giving us the Ten Commandments. You know 

them (restated) -- Worship God alone! Respect all life. Make the Lord’s day holy. Be 

faithful in marriage. Do not be jealous of what your neighbor has. 

These can be summed up in our Two Great Commandments: Love God above all things 

and Love your neighbor as yourself. 

This is not rocket science. Yet for the whole history of humankind, it is almost 

impossible. Actually, it is impossible -- if we try to do it ourselves. 

But the Good news is…. We don’t have to try to do it alone. 

In the Gospel, we have that famous passage of John 3:16. Yes, that is from the Bible, not 

Baseball. 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him might not perish 

but might have eternal life. 

God does NOT love only HALF the world. He does NOT love only one skin color or 

nationality. God Loves all his children! God loves the world! 

Yes. In Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are all brothers and sisters.  

Now when we were young, we brothers and sisters - we tend to fight. Yes. It’s natural, I 

guess. But at some point, we are to grow up and learn to love our brothers and sisters. 

We are NOT to grow up to fight and hate. 

 

St. Paul reminds us, in the second reading, that if we want the God of peace to bless us, 

we must work together: 

Brothers and sisters, rejoice. 

Mend your ways, encourage one another, 

agree with one another, live in peace, 

and the God of love and peace will be with you.  

 

We learn from the Holy Trinity, that we can be diverse and one at the same time. We 

are called to be the body of Christ. 
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Why do we hurt the members of Christ’s body?  

All life is precious. All life is a gift from God. “Thou Shall not kill,” which means Respect 

All Life. 

 

And Jesus took that even further in the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew chapter 5. 

Jesus looks into the heart. He warns that if we have anger brewing in our hearts, and 

allow it to build up and abuse each other and create division (which I would call labeling 

others as enemies), we are already sinning in our hearts.  

If we keep following that path and allow anger and hatred to build it will come out in 

evil actions. 

 

Rather Jesus gives us a path to peace - he tells us to reconcile with our brothers and 

sisters. He invites us to forgive and be forgiven. He invites a peace into relationships. 

The fruits Holy Spirit include peace and love. If we invite the Spirit of Jesus into our 

relationships, there can be greater love and peace. 

But we have to be open. We have to pray for this gift. We must have open hearts NOT 

hard hearts of a “stiff-necked people.” Not the anger and jealous rage of Cain. 

Violence will beget more violence. Hatred will build more hatred.  The only cure is love. 

Not a feeling of being lovey-dovey – ah that’s nice. No – the kind of love that will 

sacrifice and die for the good of others. “Love your enemies and pray for those who 

persecute you”, says Jesus, later in Matthew 5. THAT kind of love! 

And he did not wimp out. Jesus forgave from the Cross, those who put him there! THAT 

kind of love – that’s what we are invited to imitate! 

 

As Christians we need to proclaim the command to love your neighbor. And to Love 

even those we label as “enemy.” 
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We must train ourselves and teach our children to recognize when we are judging 

others, when thoughts of prejudice and discrimination raise their ugly heads in our 

minds. 

We may feel prejudice or division or even hatred – but we can invite the Spirit of Peace 

– like a soothing ointment to heal our anger and hurt and broken hearts. 

We can seek to be a people of peace and justice.  And I don’t mean a flowery peace and 

justice that just says, “Love you, man – peace!” but a courageous peace and justice that 

will stand up for the vulnerable, the poor, the outcast. Why? 

 

Because that’s what Jesus did. Who did he dine with? Sinners, tax collectors, prostitutes. 

Who did Jesus heal? The poor, the lame, the lepers and also the Soldiers’ servant, the 

royal official’s son (John 4), synagogue official’s daughter. (Mark 5).  

Jesus does not discriminate. He heals all who ask for healing! He forgives all who ask 

for forgiveness! Do we have the courage to ask for healing, for forgiveness? 

 

 

My brothers and Sisters. May our faith be a source of healing and unity. May it heal the 

divisions that exist even in our great country with love and reconciliation. 

It starts right here – in our homes, at school, in stores or the highway, in the park, 

driving through another neighborhood. We have opportunities every day. 

May we encourage a true love of neighbor, not just in Holmdel and Middletown Lincroft 

Marlboro, but let us love our neighbors in all neighborhoods in New Jersey and beyond. 

Let us be a witness to the Love that sacrifices for others, the love that heals and 

forgives! 


