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Homily Installation Mass October 27 2019 Fr Pat 

 

First, I want to thank Bishop O’Connell for assigning me to St. Catherine’s. I tried to find 

out where I was going at the priest convocation last year. I asked the bishop if he knew 

to what parish I was going. He would say, “I have a great parish in mind for you.” 

Strangely, I was not worried about it. 

And as the months went by, I had no hint of what my assignment would be. I started 

preparing to leave the Navy and still did not know. March rolled around and no word.  

Again, I was not worried about it. Finally, it was Monday of Holy week. It was my last day 

at the Naval Academy and I would be packing up my stuff and moving back to NJ in 2 

days. I received a call from the bishop at 10 o’clock – PM – I guess he wanted me to 

sweat a bit – and he gave me the good news, “Pat, I’m assigning you to St. Catharine in 

Holmdel.” Immediately, a smile came to my face.  

Coincidentally, Msgr. Rebeck had called me a couple weeks before to ask me to help out 

here at Easter since I was going to be back in NJ. I had looked at the website and so I 

was a bit familiar with the parish when the bishop told me I was coming here. 

The bishop was right. This is a great parish. A beautiful Church, a beautiful area of NJ, a 

great staff and clergy. And some of the best people in NJ!!! 

It is good to be back in NJ. It is good to be assigned to St. Catharine as your pastor! 

I also want to thank the bishop for a recent miracle. Sadly, the Dominicans who have 

been serving the parish for 47 years, coming all the way from St. Vincent Ferrer parish in 

NYC every week to do Sunday masses, told me they would not be able to continue 

weekly masses in the new year. We thank them for their great support of St. 

Catharine’s!  

This change left me with 5 masses to do on Sundays. In response, I called all over the 

diocese, crying “HELP!” I did not know what to do. Then the bishop generously assigned 

Fr. Joe Jakub as the first ever parochial vicar at St. Catharine as far as I’m aware. This is 

amazing. Fr. Jakub is a great priest and will be a great help to me and the parish! Thank 

you, Bishop! 

-- 
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So where are we going? I believe my job as pastor is to set the rudder. 

This parish has many excellent ministries and groups. Many faithful and dedicated 

people do the work of the Lord. 

I think we see the biggest need is Evangelization of the younger generations. We must 

be willing to adapt to the needs and refocus our energy to this task. 

The young families and young adults and youth are growing up in a culture that does not 

support the practice of the faith like it once did. 

Here’s the reality: We have a lot of work to do! 

Back in the day it was expected that people would go to Church on Sunday. There was 

nothing much open on Sundays. Now there are sports and activities and many, many 

stores open. Sunday is a big shopping day.  

And the culture is GO-GO-GO. Not just at work – where the norm seems to be that we 

are working 60, 70 hours a week and responding to work emails from the moment we 

wake to the moment we fall asleep. Our kids are learning this GO-GO-GO culture. One 

mom told me recently that finishing homework at 11pm is an EARLY day for her 

sophomore son. There is fierce competition in sports teams which are now yearlong. I 

remember at the high school students building these long lists of teams and 

extracurricular activities to build up their resume for college admissions. But even 10 

years ago I could see that there was no way a person could be involved in 10 activities at 

the same time. Not only is this running them ragged, but it is teaching them that this is 

how life goes. Say YES to everything and you will always feel guilty that you are not able 

to do enough.  

All this momentum has crowded out the practice of the faith.  

A recent article in the Wall Street Journal says that 40% of millennials are “nones” – no 

religious affiliation at all. 40%.  That means 4 in 10 of your children’s friends have 

nothing to do with religion. Another article from National Catholic reporter says that 

people decide to leave the faith at age 13. The young finish 8th grade, receive 

confirmation and perhaps never see the inside of the church until they come a decade 

or so later to be married. Well, actually only 25% getting married in Church.  
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The end product I have seen as a high school chaplain, in parish work and 6 years 

working with primarily 18-25 year olds in the military, is that those who practice the 

faith are no longer the norm, they are the exception! 

Will there be a Church left in a generation from now? 

This sounds terrible. But there is hope. You are the hope. The Lord is calling you! 

I need your help. The bishop may have named me the captain of this ship, (He’s the 

Admiral!) but a ship cannot complete its mission without the crew. 

When I was Chaplain on the newly commissioned USS America, it was a team effort. 

Captain Baze was awesome, but the ship would not have even left the pier without: 

- the supply department getting equipment, food and fuel 

- the engineers to maintain and run the engines, which supplied electricity to the 

whole ship and horsepower,  

- the navigation team to chart the course and steer 

- the deck department to maintain the ship’s hull and untie us from the pier. 

- There were only 62 officers in a crew of 1100! 

- Everyone had a job to do or the mission would fail. 

My Friends, the Lord Jesus has given us the mission to proclaim the Gospel “in season 

and out of season” “when convenient and when NOT convenient.” 

Our families are not hearing the message! The gospel is being driven out by worries and 

running around and all the noise our culture throws at us daily. It’s the same 

temptations to be focused on ourselves, our success, our fears, our stuff and not 

focused on the things of the Lord. 

 

The Lord is calling us to make St. Catharine a dynamic, faithful, welcoming community 

that will proclaim this message to the current generations. As the scrollwork above the 

door as you enter the church says, the Lord is calling us to Grow in Faith and Service. 

Will you join my team? I may be the captain, but one man and even the staff cannot do 

this alone. We will fail without all of us doing our part. Coming to mass every Sunday 

and Holy Days. Studying the faith. Serving our neighbor. Praying daily for the conversion 

of our neighbors and asking the Lord for opportunities to witness to the faith.  
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Make no mistake, my friends, we are at war. The enemy has great weapons, like 

secularism which tells us that faith is not welcome in public, intellectualism that tells us 

belief is for the uneducated. Relativism tells us there is no absolute moral truth, 

everyone can choose what is right and wrong. And we have maybe his best weapon – 

distraction – we may not intend to do evil directly, but we just don’t focus on doing the 

good God is calling us to. Rather we live distracted and go about our busy days without 

remembering that Christ is here and is calling us to follow him. 

 

May the Holy Spirit give us the gift of courage to take up our weapons: Regular worship, 

daily prayer, loving service , invoking the prayers of the saints and each other, and 

especially the Cross of our Lord Jesus and courageously look for opportunities to 

proclaim the Good News of the Gospel of love and mercy and forgiveness. The Gospel 

that says we are all beloved children of God and should be treated as such by loving our 

neighbor.  

 

And may we have the courage to fight, to truly support each other in growing in faith 

and service, so that when it is our time to be judged on how well we loved, he will say to 

us and all the people we love, “Well done, good and faithful servant, come enter your 

master’s joy” 


