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Homily Mass of the Lords Supper Holy Thursday 2020 

 

“Sometimes I think that those who have never been deprived of the opportunity to 

say or hear Mass do not really appreciate what a treasure the Mass is.”  This is the 

opening line of the chapter on the Mass by Fr. Walter Ciszek, SJ. in his book, He Leadeth 

Me. He describes his time in the Soviet Union after World War II, serving as slave labor 

in the Siberian labor camps. All the while, he was trying to serve the people he worked 

alongside. He himself was used to starting each day with Mass. When he was 

imprisoned, he was sometimes no longer able to say mass each day and during five 

years in an interrogation prison, he was completely deprived of the ability to say mass. 

He describes the hunger for Eucharist as a soul hunger. He says, “it was hunger of the 

soul as real to me as the bodily hunger I constantly experienced through those years.” 

Perhaps Fr. Ciszek is right. Perhaps we have not really appreciated what a treasure the 

Mass is – until this very moment. People tell me of their hunger to be at mass and 

receive Jesus in the Eucharist. And it pains us priests, to not be able to provide Jesus to 

people – the reason we were ordained! 

And yet we celebrate this very special anniversary! The anniversary of the night the Lord 

gathered with his disciples to celebrate the Passover. Of course, for them and our 

Jewish friends, the Passover is a very significant remembrance from the book of Exodus, 

of the night that the Israelites were saved from the angel of death in Egypt. How were 

they saved? They were saved the “blood of the lamb.” The people were instructed by 

Moses to put some of the lamb’s blood on their doorposts as they ate the Passover 

meal. The Angel of death, as he was killing all the first born in the land, came to their 

houses, saw the blood of the Lamb, and passed-over their houses, and their families 

were saved from death. 

The connection of the saving blood of the lamb at Passover to the Lord’s supper was 

made clear by John the Baptist, whose words we echo at every Mass. In the Gospel of 

John, Chapter 1, John the Baptist sees Jesus walking and declares: “Behold the Lamb of 

God!”  Because of this quote of John, you will see Jesus pictured as the Agnus Dei – the 

Lamb of God. 

And so, Jesus, as he was celebrating the Passover meal and remembering God saving his 

people from slavery in Egypt, inaugurates a “New Passover.” This New Passover 
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celebrates the saving Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus on the Cross. Once again, 

the blood of the Lamb, saves the people from Death. But now, it is God’s Son who is the 

Lamb, and his blood saves the whole world and opens up the path to Heaven. 

Tonight, we celebrate this world-changing event: The Last Supper. Jesus offers his body 

blood, soul and divinity and he says, “Take and eat, this is my body…. Take and drink, 

this is my blood. Do this in memory of me.” These SAME WORDS have been said at every 

mass for the last 20 centuries, in churches around the world – but also under fire on 

battlefields, in secret in labor camps, in house churches – for 20 centuries, up until THIS 

VERY NIGHT. In a few minutes, these words of Jesus will be said again. And we will be 

present at the Cross, where the blood of the Lamb saves the people from death. 

 

But this year is different, isn’t it? This night we gather virtually and can’t be together 

physically around the table, as the disciples gathered around the table on that Last 

Supper night.  

It doesn’t quite feel right. Yes, we are doing the best we can right now to stay safe and 

yes, it is great that we are using technology to stay connected and we will continue to 

do that. 

But one thing we cannot change. THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE TO RECEIVING JESUS IN THE 

EUCHARIST!! 

As Fr. Ciszek described, it is a hunger of the soul as real as being deprived of food. The 

hunger for Jesus is real. As good as a livestreamed mass is, as good as the homily may be 

... or not…  There is no way to virtually receive Eucharist. The best we can do is ask for a 

Spiritual Communion. Which we will do tonight. 

We NEED Jesus in the Eucharist. In the Gospel of John, chapter 6 we read, “Anyone who 

does eat my flesh and drink my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day. 

For my flesh is real food and my blood is true drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 

blood lives in me and I live in that person.” (John 6:54-56). 

We need him now, perhaps especially in this crisis, and we need him to get to Heaven. 

And we can feel encouraged, because Jesus promises to always be with us. And when 

this crisis is over, we will be able to come together again and receive him. We are 

deprived of Mass for a while, perhaps to discover “what a treasure the Mass truly is.” 



3 
 

And because God is so good to us giving us the Mass, the Church, the Priesthood – we 

should rejoice and follow his example of service. The part of the Holy Thursday liturgy 

that we did not get to reenact this year is: Jesus’ washing of his disciples’ feet.  

This is a key symbol to understanding the Mass and the Eucharist. In Mathew, Mark and 

Luke’s Gospel, we see the Last Supper. But in John’s Gospel, the disciples gather with 

Jesus for a meal before Passover and the focus was:  Jesus Washing the feet of his 

disciples. The Master and Teacher, gets down on his hands and knees to wash their feet 

like a house servant. 

Jesus creates the link that worshipping God is done in these two ways: Serving God and 

Serving our neighbor as we say the two great commandments: Love God above all 

things. Love your neighbor as yourself. You can’t separate the two. Loving and 

worshipping God… must lead to loving and serving our neighbor. 

Usually at the end of Mass (but not tonight, we wait until the Easter), we have the 

“dismissal.”  Dismissal means we are sent. “GO in peace to love and serve the Lord” (or 

similar dismissal). We are called to be fed with the Word and the Eucharist, and then we 

are called to go feed others with the love and mercy we receive in Jesus. 

 

My friends, we miss you here IN CHURCH! As we gather to celebrate the Last Supper – 

notice your hunger for Jesus! Tell him you miss his Sacramental presence! And ask that 

when we are able to come together again, that we will be energized by Communion, to 

serve the needs of our community with new fervor like never before! 

Thank you, Jesus, for giving us the Mass and the gift of your Life in the Eucharist! 


