
1 
 

Homily Palm Passion Sunday 2020 

 

Today we begin the most solemn week of the year – Holy Week. And we start with 

today’s celebration: Palm Sunday. The Mass of Palm Sunday typically starts with the 

Gospel of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem, where people greeted him with 

shouts of “Hosanna” and waved Palm branches. We usually bless the Palms and wave 

them to symbolically join the people welcoming Jesus. The modern equivalent would be, 

I guess, a ticker-tape parade, where the honored guests ride in convertible cars and 

confetti falls like snow to cover them. Or maybe we could imagine a Homecoming 

football game, where the home team rips through a school logo banner and runs out 

onto the field to music blasting, cheerleader somersaults and the deafening cheers of 

the supporting fans. 

But not so today. 

There is no tickertape parade or homecoming game to welcome Jesus. No confetti, no 

cheerleaders. 

Interesting.  

Just another thing that we are doing without during this crisis. What does it mean? 

I think Jesus has a special message for us today. He is trying to get our attention and 

help us focus. But on what do we focus? 

Well, what is the other name for today’s celebration? Palm Sunday is the popular name. 

The other name is Passion Sunday. We just read the very long Gospel of Jesus’ passion 

account. This year, we focus less on the Palms and more on the Passion of Christ. And I 

think that the Lord is trying to tell us that he sees our suffering and sacrifices.  

- He sees us cooped up in our houses, trying to practice social distancing to help stem 

the spread of this virus.  

- He sees the athletes sitting at home doing daily workouts prescribed by their coaches 

without any games to play. 

- He sees the juniors and seniors feeling they are missing out of their prom, 

standardized tests, Graduation. 

- He sees the couples that had planned to get married these weeks but had to 

postpone their wedding. 
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- He sees the people putting themselves and their families at risk, to care for the sick. 

- He sees those people who are unconscious on ventilators and the suffering of their 

families who can’t even visit them for fear of spreading disease. 

- He sees those burying their loves ones with very little of the rituals and ceremonies 

we use normally to honor the deceased. 

- He sees parents playing the role or worker, spouse, parent, teacher, coach each day 

as their children are not in school.  

Jesus sees these and all the other sacrifices people are making during this time. He feels 

our pain, our loneliness, our disappointment, our fear.  

And he understands.  

We are focusing on the Passion today as we enter this Holy Week. I think the Lord wants 

us to know that as Scripture says:  

The Lord hears the Cry of the poor. The lord is close to the broken hearted. Psalm 

34 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me - Psalm 23  

Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest. - 

Matthew 11:28 

For I know the plans I have in mind for you says the Lord. Plans for your welfare 

and not for woe, so as to give you a future full of hope. - Jeremiah 29:11 

The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces– Isaiah 25:8 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 

and God of all encouragement, who encourages us in our every affliction, so that 

we may be able to encourage those who are in any affliction with the 

encouragement with which we ourselves are encouraged by God - 2 Corinthians 

1:3-4 

 

See the Lord understands suffering. In fact, he is drawing us closer to his Passion. He is 

inviting us not to be afraid to bring our own suffering and to join our suffering to his. 
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Most people, I believe, are afraid to get too close to Jesus as he journeys to the cross. 

Remember your reaction the first time you saw the movie the Passion of the Christ? Or 

perhaps another movie depicting the passion. We tend to want to turn away and not 

watch Jesus get whipped until he was bloody. Tripped and fallen, not once or twice but 

three times. And Stripped until he was naked. 

And we certainly want to cover our eyes, when the nails are hammered into his hands 

and feet and he is raised, bloodied and bruised and shamed as a criminal – raised on the 

cross to die. 

Today we almost don’t want to see the cross. We want to turn away from his pain and 

suffering. 

My friends, I think the message of Jesus today is this: HE DOES NOT TURN AWAY FROM 

OUR SUFFERING! He joins his suffering with ours. He walks with us in our fear, isolation, 

disappointment, pain. 

And he invites us to bring our sufferings, our emotions – anger, fear, loneliness, even 

despair – to him. So that he can share our burden. 

While I was in prayer on Friday an image came to my mind. I got the image of Jesus 

fallen on the ground with the cross on top of him. Totally exhausted. Feeling like he 

could not go on. I felt like Jesus was telling me, that he knows I was feeling exhausted. 

And there are times when we feel that we can’t go on.  

It was like he was invited me and all of us to get down on the ground with him – picture 

that – in the dust and dirt and sweat and blood. But to get down with him and tell him: 

“Jesus, I don’t know if I can go on? When you fell three times, how did you get back up? 

At that moment of prayer – perhaps Jesus will whisper to us the secret to keep going 

and get back up. 

My friends, with all the distraction and discomfort of what is going on right now, feeling 

turned upside down, maybe Jesus is asking us to make this Holy Week 2020 – a little 

retreat. Yes, we have obligations and work and stuff to do. But perhaps we can take 

some time each day to join Jesus on his journey to the cross.  

For me, it means getting down on the ground with the fallen Jesus.  
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For you, maybe it means being Veronica and wiping the face of Jesus to give him some 

comfort. Or maybe you are Simon of Cyrene and want to be right next to Jesus, helping 

to carry the weight of the cross. Or maybe you want to watch and walk to the cross with 

John, Mary Magdalen as they accompany Jesus’ mother, Mary. 

This year we have a very unique opportunity, to get really close to Jesus in his path to 

the cross. 

Take some time each day this Holy week. Read a part of the passion accounts near the 

end of each Gospel. Today’s was from Matthew chapters 26-27. Read a piece of Jesus’ 

passion – a few lines - and put yourself in the scene with him. And just share with him. 

Talk to him. Tell him about your suffering. And listen to what he whispers to you. 

 

Maybe the blessing of this year is that we get to draw really close to Jesus, by not being 

afraid to share our suffering with him. And once we join our suffering to his on Good 

Friday, we can Rejoice with him on Easter Sunday!  

Because Jesus’ Suffering and Death, does not end in vain. Jesus’ Passion leads to the 

glory of him Rising from the Dead and giving us all -- New life! 

Have a great Holy Week! 


