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Homily Palm Sunday 2022 

 

Phew! Okay we need to take a breath after reading the Passion together. It hurts to hear 

how our beloved Jesus was treated. And we will endure it again, when we read the 

Passion from John’s Gospel on Good Friday.  

Every time we remember these events of Jesus’ life, suffering and death -- they are 

different. Because we are different each year. We continue to grow deeper in love with 

him, when we are open to God speaking to us right now through this Special Time of 

Holy Week. 

This year it strikes me that Jesus is Amazing. Today we see he is SO OPEN to the Father’s 

will that he is willing to do anything it takes to follow God and to save his people.  

He was okay with being greeted like a king, riding on a donkey and people waving palm 

branches and singing “Hosanna” to him. In the next moment, he celebrates the last 

Supper, giving us the Eucharist. In the middle of that meal, Judas leaves to go inform the 

Sanhedrin and bring the soldiers to arrest Jesus. Then they go singing to the Garden of 

Gethsemane, and Jesus prays so intensely for strength, that his sweat was like drops of 

blood. Then he is betrayed, his closest friends bail on him and disappear, leaving him 

alone and hauled off to trial and prison. He is spit upon and condemned by the people 

he came to save and then tortured brutally and killed on a cross, as he declares, “Father, 

forgive them.” 

Wow. Jesus was totally committed to do The Father’s will out of love of him and his 

immense love for us. Not that we are perfect, but that “even while we were still sinners” 

he came to die for us. Man, that is love! 

As we enter this Holy Week, we can ask ourselves, how willing are we to suffer for the 

Gospel? How willing are we to sacrifice for love of the Father and love of other people? 

We demonstrated this is little ways all Lent by those things we gave up and the 

sacrifices we gave in charity to others. Those are symbols of the bigger invitation.  

Today Jesus asks us, are you willing to take up your cross, and follow me? What are you 

willing to do for the sake of the Gospel? What comforts, things, time, power, prestige, 

pleasures, would you give up out of love of Jesus? 

This week, as we walk together to the Cross with Jesus, looking forward to the 

Resurrection, perhaps take some time to meditate on these questions in prayer. 


