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Homily Passion Sunday 2021 Thy Will Be Done 

 

Sometimes you may hear people saying that God does not speak to them. On the 

contrary, I would say God is always speaking to us. He speaks to us in so many ways: 

through nature, through other people, through the liturgy and Sacraments, and 

especially though the Scriptures. He also speaks to us in the circumstances and 

situations of our lives. Of course, to hear him speaking, we have to be listening. That’s 

where a prayerful, receptive spirit is critical. 

As we enter this Holy Week today, we enter not as some idealized version of ourselves, 

but as we really are. We may be excited for Holy week, or maybe just realized it’s Holy 

week 5 seconds ago. Either way, each Holy Week is unique, because the circumstances 

and situations are always unique. 

This year, with the COVID restrictions, Holy Week services have some adaptations. For 

example, Palm Sunday usually starts in the back of Church with the Gospel about Jesus 

entering triumphantly into Jerusalem and then the priest blesses the Palm branches and 

we process to the altar. But we skipped it this year. And it feels weird. 

But perhaps God is speaking to us. Perhaps he is shifting our focus. Today has two 

names: “Palm Sunday” or “Passion Sunday”. And I would say, most of the time I call it 

Palm Sunday and focus on the Palms. But perhaps God is having us focus more on the 

Passion of Christ today. Maybe it is because we have been going through our own 

journey of suffering, sacrifice and isolation this whole year. Maybe God is trying to say, 

“I understand suffering. I understand isolation. I understand feeling tapped by 

circumstances outside of our control. But we will get through this… together.” 

I don’t know. I am not God. You can ask him if I am interpreting this correctly. But let’s 

say that he wants us to focus on the Passion this week. What is God saying to us through 

the Lord’s Passion today? 

In that really long reading of the Passion story, what line stood out to you? The line that 

stands out for me is in the Garden of Gethsemane, when Jesus asked God to take away 

the cup of suffering that was coming. He was afraid. Terrified actually. But then Jesus 

said, “but not what I will, but what you will.” (repeat) 
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Wow! You know, we say this line all the time. Probably every day. And we will say it in a 

few minutes. Whenever we say the Our Father, we say “Thy will be done.” That’s what it 

means, “not what I will, Lord, but your will be done.” 

Perhaps we can carry that basic prayer of our faith with us all week – the Our Father. 

And specifically, we can focus on the prayer: “Thy will be done.” Not my will, God, but 

yours. Write that on a piece of paper and stick it in you pocket or put it on the fridge or 

as the background on your phone. And look at it as a reminder during the day. “Thy will 

be done.” 

Jesus saw the horrible path that was coming. He was afraid. And yet he said, “Thy will be 

done.” We did not choose these current circumstances caused by the virus, we did not 

choose the multitude of other tragedies that happened this year or throughout our 

lives. Yet if God wants to use them for our good and to bring us closer to him and each 

other, and ultimately to make us holy and bring us to Heaven. So be it. Thy will be done. 

Amen. 

Have a unique, Holy Week! 


