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Homily Presentation of the Lord 2020       Fr. Pat 

 

I went to see our CYO Basketball yesterday at St. Kismiss Greek Orthodox Church Gym. I 

caught the tail end of the girls’ game and then the boys’ game. I asked on which side to 

sit and the coach told me it was St. Catharine’s vs. St. Catharine’s. Two boys’ teams: 7th 

grade vs. 7 and 8th grade. Red vs. White. It was great. I was able to root for every good 

play, every good defensive move. Go Red! Go White! Go St. Catharine’s! It was a 

Win/Win for me. 

I thought it must be a little like how God the Father feels during every sport. Whether it 

is basketball, baseball, football, tennis, bowling, croquet. If there is a good effort – God 

claps and says “That’s my kid!” When the other team scores – God claps and says, 

“That’s my kid!” When the refs make a good call – God claps and says, “That’s my kid!” 

When the scoring officials or coaches do a good job or the fans are particularly 

enthusiastic– God claps and says, “That’s my kid!” When someone gets hurt – God 

winces and is concerned. And remember, the doctor is also his kid. 

When the match is over, God just enjoys having watched his kids play a good game. 

Even if one team get crushed – he appreciates the effort and skills demonstrated and 

even laughs at the mistakes – because they are all HIS KIDS. 

It would be nice, for example Superbowl Sunday, if we could root for both teams like 

that and just enjoy good efforts, great skills, good sportsmanship and all the people that 

help make it happen. 

-- 

Today we celebrate the Presentation of the Lord. When Mary and Joseph brough baby 

Jesus into the Temple according to Jewish ritual to name him Jesus and make him part 

of God’s family by circumcision.   

We started mass with a simple blessing of some of the candles that will be used at 

Church during the year – baptism candles, altar candles, advent wreath candles and our 

new red and blue devotional candle stands that people light to pray for an intention. 

These candles are a good symbol of the ways God is present in our lives.  
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Perhaps our first candle is from our Baptism. Remember your Baptism? If you baptized 

as a baby like me, then you probably saw pictures of you in a white gown and your 

parents with “retro” clothes and bad hairstyles. At our baptism, we encountered two 

candles. First the huge candle that stands over by the baptismal font, which is the 

Paschal Candle or Easter Candle. It is blessed at the Easter Vigil (which I highly 

recommend attending this year – it is such a beautiful mass – over 2 hours long FYI!). 

This candle is lighted from a blessed Easter fire, recognizing God’s presence in the new 

year and it represents Jesus is our Light. The Candle is carried into a dark Church with 

the words “Christ, our Light. Thanks be to God!” sung three times. 

We encounter this huge Easter candle at our Baptism. After we are baptized with water, 

a small candle is lighted from the Easter candle and it is given to the family with the 

words: “Receive the light of Christ. You have been enlightened by Christ. Walk always as 

children of the light and keep the flame of faith alive in your hearts.” That small candle 

is a symbol of Christ’s light now dwelling in the newly baptized.  

The next candles we encounter are probably birthday candles and home candles. 

Hopefully the family comes to mass weekly and sees the altar candles as reminders of 

Christ’s light in our lives. 

Throughout our lives we come to Church for mass, confession, First Communion, 

Confirmation and eventually Marriage (or Holy Orders). We see these candles until 

finally we come to Church for the last time at our funeral. That huge Easter Candle is 

then moved from over by the Baptismal font to the center aisle to be right next to the 

casket of the deceased. Once again, the Easter Candle represents the Light of Christ – 

that Jesus who was present at our birth and throughout our lives is still present when 

we die, and is with us in our final journey to Heaven. 

The Candles and this feast today, remind us to recognize God’s presence in our lives and 

the lives of others.  

There is a very interesting Character in the Gospel scene. Joseph and Mary come to the 

Temple bringing Jesus and two turtledoves for the offering. There is this older man, 

Simeon. Simeon was promised by the Holy Spirit that he would see the Messiah, the 

Christ, before he died. It fulfills the prophecy from Malachi in the first reading, “and 

suddenly there will come to the Temple, the Lord whom you seek.” 
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Simeon was waiting – longing – for that moment. Finally, he sees baby Jesus and 

recognizes the presence of God. You can picture him, taking Jesus in his arms and crying 

out as we read in the Gospel of Luke, “Now Lord, you may let your servant go in peace, 

for my own eyes have seen your Salvation – a light to the nations!” 

Simeon recognizes God is present that day in the Temple in this little baby. We are 

invited to recognize God’s presence to us each day. 

We do this daily by making time for prayer. On Kairos, a high school retreat, the leaders 

use this phrase, “Let us remember we are in the Holy Presence of God.” Multiple times a 

day, the group stops to recognize before a talk or activity, that God is here with us 

(remember, Jesus’ prophetic name: Emmanuel – God with Us!) So we should get into 

the habit of stopping multiple times a day to recognize that God is here – when we 

wake, brushing our teeth, eating breakfast, driving to work/school, throughout the 

work/school day, coming home, shopping, evening meetings, watching TV, or goofing 

off on your phone. God is here – let us remember and pray to him – thank him, invite 

him into our lives and ask for help that we may reflect the Light of Christ to others. 

We also recognize God’s presence by looking for the Light of Christ in other people. This 

is a good and holy thing to do, especially during arguments or tension or disagreements. 

And especially ON THE HIGHWAY! That’s why Pornography is so harmful. We look at 

dirty movies or images on TV or our phones and we intentionally ignore that this person 

in a Child of God – God’s kid. In fact, at those moments, we DON’T want to remember 

that and we fail to remember that about ourselves too – we ignore that we have the 

Light of Christ. Rather in our marriages, our families, our fellow students and coworkers, 

the people on the opposing team – we should build the habit of seeing the PERSON in 

front of us and recognize this person is God’s kid, too. 

Lastly, we recognize God’s presence by imitating the Holy Family and bringing ourselves 

and our families to God’s Temple. When we come into Church on Sundays, we recognize 

God is with us. We walk in, bless ourselves with holy water and then genuflect – make a 

sign of humble adoration – to the Tabernacle. In the Tabernacle, JESUS IS truly present. 

NOT a symbol, but God himself! Go to any Catholic Church in the World – Spain, USA, 

Germany, Japan, Uganda – if you see the Gold or wood “Treasure Chest” and the 

Sanctuary candle lit – you know you are in God’s presence. 
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In fact, the more we can remind ourselves of God’s presence during each day, we can 

also remember we are God’s children and we can learn to better reflect the Light of 

Christ that we received at our baptism – to share that Light of Christ with others. That’s 

the Journey. In the midst of many distractions every day, to take moments throughout 

the day to remember who we are and who God is. 

On this feast of the Presentation of the Lord, may we ask God to make us better in 

recognizing God’s presence in our lives and in other people and to Reflect the Light of 

Christ - the Gospel of God’s love and mercy - to ALL those we encounter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


