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Homily Sixth Sunday of Easter 2021 Mothers as a model of Loving Discipleship 

 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

This year I was thinking about the gift of mothers and what they teach us about living 

the faith. Mothers are a gift from God. Sometime before the Universe began, when God 

was deciding what the Creation would look like, he made the decision about how life 

would work. He could have designed humanity many different ways, I guess, we could 

have been more like plants or something. (ever see the movie the “Invasion of the Body 

Snatchers” where aliens that look like humans grew in seed pods?) 

As God the Trinity was thinking, He must have smiled at the thought, “I will create them 

male and female, that they may share in my ability to create life. And that the family 

would consist of a mother, a father, and children for all generations.” Right there, God 

dreamed of the beauty of family life and of Father and of Mother. And we learn in the 

Book of Genesis, that God did create mankind “in his image and likeness… male and 

female he created them” and that “a man leaves his father and mother and clings to his 

wife and two become one body.” 

And so, we humans were blessed to have been given mothers. And mothers have a very 

special, intimate role that us guys will never quite understand. Because of how God 

made our bodies, mothers get the privilege of the closeness of the child in the womb for 

9 months and of feeding the newborn from their own body.  

I was in a meeting this past week with a couple and the child was clinging to the mother, 

feeding, falling asleep, perfectly at ease in trust and confidence of being loved and cared 

for. It is a beautiful thing to behold. God designed that. And he did so to communicate 

something about how God wants us to feel about him. God tells is through the Prophet 

Isaiah chapter 66, “As nursling, you shall be carried in her arms, and fondled in her lap. 

As a mother comforts her son, so I will comfort you; in Jerusalem you shall find your 

comfort.” 

Therefore, a goal in our prayer life is to rest in God like a trusting child, as it says in 

psalm 131: “Truly I have set my soul in silence and peace. As a child has rest in his 

mother’s arms, even so my soul. O Israel, hope in the Lord, both now and forever” 

(Breviary version). 
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The Role of Mother is a very special gift, because mothers teach us how to love. 

Mothers sacrifice their own bodies so a child can develop and grow and be born. In the 

extreme, there are times late in the pregnancy when I have seen women on complete 

bed rest, unable to stand so that the children in their womb would finish growing and be 

born healthy. And of course, each of us have countless examples, of our moms 

sacrificing their own comfort, preferences and choices, for the good of the family. And I 

bet I didn’t even know the half of it growing up, because my mom never complained 

about it. Moms just love. That’s what they do. 

Of course, no mom is perfect, because people aren’t perfect. Show mothers also show 

us the example of striving to love better. They show us the basics of having Values and 

Priorities in making decisions. Such as the balance between work and family. By simply 

spending time with us, they communicate how we are loved and cared for, from 

showing us how to brush our teeth, to cheering us on at sports and activities and 

praying with us and of course, when we are upset, giving us a big hug and making 

everything alright again. Mom’s show us how to love. 

This connects to our readings today. Whenever we see love, we see God. When moms 

love us, God is loving us through them, as St. John says, “let us love one another, 

because love is from God.”  

By loving all their children, moms demonstrate how God loves all his children as Peter 

realizes in the first reading, “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in every 

nation, whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him.” God loves all his 

children. We respond by following his commandments, “If you keep my commandments, 

you will remain in my love.” (1 John). 

We see the ultimate example of mothers in the Gift of our Mother, the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. Not only does she show us this wonderful mother’s love to us, her children, but 

actually her greatest example is the example of discipleship – following Jesus.  

In the Gospels of Matthew (chapter 12) and Luke (chapter 11), when his family comes to 

visit him, Jesus emphasizes, not the biological relation to his mother, but rather her 

example of steadfast faith in following God.  Jesus says, “Blessed are those who hear the 

word of God and observe it.” And “whoever does the will of my heavenly father, is my 

brother, sister, and mother.” 
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The quintessential act of Motherhood by Mary, is that she would follow her son to the 

Cross as his greatest disciple. And Jesus from the cross, would then give his mother to us 

as our mother, when he said, “Behold, your Mother.” We see Mary right away being 

present and caring for her son’s disciples. 

 

Because of the honored role of parents, God gave us the 4th commandment, “Honor thy 

father and thy mother.” Today we follow that command to Honor all our mothers today. 

From before we could even see or breathe on our own, our mothers were loving us. And 

they witnessed to God’s love for us every time they wiped our tears, patiently taught us 

or kissed our booboos. Mothers never stop loving us while their hearts still beat. And in 

God’s great plan, our moms our taken up into God’s loving arms for the eternal reward 

and loving embrace of Heaven. 

Today, we give thanks for the blessing of mothers – they are a gift from God, specifically 

designed to teach us loving discipleship, through following Jesus’ command to “love one 

another as I have loved you.” 

Happy Mother’s Day! 

 

 


