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Homily Third Sunday of Easter 2020 Do We Recognize Jesus 

 

If you were walking down the street and see a very good friend, would you acknowledge 

that person? Would you stop your business and go over and say hello and chat a few 

minutes, maybe invite them to go to dinner and even end with a hug? Perhaps you love 

them so much you would want to introduce them to all your friends! 

I know it is hard to imagine a scene like this. It seems so impossible with the conditions 

and rules right now. However, we will eventually make it to a “normal” life where we 

can walk the streets, get closer than 6 feet with friends, and even … gasp! … hug each 

other! 

But instead of this scene, picture that you see the same person. But this time, picture 

that you FAIL to recognize them. Instead, you walk right past them and convince 

yourself, “No that’s not him, that’s not her, it was clearly someone else.” Or another 

scenario would be that we are looking down at our phones, texting someone and walk 

right by and never even see our very good friend walking right past us, maybe even 

rubbing elbows in the crowd, but no recognition, no “Hello,” no hug.  

In the readings today we have a comparison of different responses to seeing Jesus.  

1. The people of Jerusalem 

2. Peter and the apostles 

3. The disciples on the road to Emmaus. 

1. The People of Jerusalem - the Jewish people and their leaders and indeed the non-

Jewish Gentiles, like the Roman soldiers - all saw this man Jesus. This truly happened, 

Jesus IS a historical figure as attested to by non-Scripture testimonies. 

This man, Jesus from Nazareth, walked, preached, performed miracles, reached out to 

the poor and lame and even ate with sinners. He amassed quite a following and said 

very controversial statements against the religious leaders at the time. He challenged 

people to recognize that the “Kingdom of God is near!” (Matthew 4:17) But many of the 

leaders were distracted that he wasn’t following certain customs and talked in a way 

that challenged their traditions. It became a real problem. More and more people were 

following Jesus especially the marginalized and outcast, but even some of the wealthy 

and even religious leaders.  
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Eventually, they caught him in sayings that appeared to be clearly blasphemy, 

proclaiming he was the son of God and so he had to go. The people Jesus was sent to, 

rejected him. They saw him, but did not recognize who he really was. 

2. Peter and the Apostles. Many people did start following Jesus. Some of them he 

chose to be trained to carry on his Church. He taught them and sent them out to 

proclaim the Gospel, heal the sick and other miracles. Although they freaked out when 

he was arrested and most of them abandoned him, Jesus appeared to them and sent 

the Holy Spirit to give them Courage to proclaim the Gospel fearlessly.  

When the Holy Spirit came and Peter became a bold proclaimer of Jesus as the Messiah, 

the Son of God! Here in Acts chapter 2, Peter fearlessly declares the truth to the people 

responsible for killing Jesus. The ones who could do the same to him! Without 

hesitation, he proclaimed that Jesus was sent by God, was killed, but was raised from 

the dead. He is the long-awaited Messiah, the Christ. Wow! Peter recognized Jesus and 

was not afraid to say so. 

3. Then we have the disciples on the road to Emmaus. I think these guys can help us 

even more. I think we can be like them many times. They were going on their way, 

distracted by everything happening around them. You can imagine that Jerusalem was 

turned upside down during the events of Holy Week. And as disciples of Jesus, their 

hope in him seemed crushed and failed. During that triumphant entry of Jesus on Palm 

Sunday, he looked like their King. Now they were walking home, distraught and 

downcast. They didn’t know what was coming next. 

I kind of feel like these guys, don’t you? There is so much going on around us. This whole 

corona thing caught us by surprise. And this seems to be going on forever with no end in 

sight. We are all out of our normal routines. We don’t know what’s coming next. 

Now for Cleopas and his friends, they were so distraught about what happened to Jesus, 

that they did not even that recognize Jesus was walking right next to them! When he 

asked about the things that happened to him – did they recognize him? Nope! Even, 

when he explained the Scripture prophecies about him – did they recognize him? Nope!  

I think we can be caught in this scenario. We are distracted and off-balance and anxious 

and worried and fearful, that we have trouble seeing Jesus, right here with us. It’s like 

our “eyes are prevented from recognizing him.” Just like the guys walking to Emmaus. 
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The good news is that if we ask the Lord to open our eyes, we CAN SEE Jesus is right 

here with us! For Cleopas and the guys, they finally recognized Jesus “in the breaking of 

the bread.” That’s a code word for the Eucharist, the Mass.  

Anyway, perhaps in our journey through this crisis, we can imitate what happened on 

the journey to Emmaus. Certainly in a few moments and at every mass we ever go to, 

we have the opportunity to recognize Jesus like they did – “in the breaking of the 

bread.” We recognize him with the “eyes of faith.” With the eyes of faith we can see 

what looks like bread still, what looks like wine still, but we can know because of Jesus’ 

promise “this is my body… this is my blood.” The Eucharist IS Jesus. At every Catholic 

Church around the world – it is Jesus present to us in the Tabernacle. 

With the eyes of faith – we can recognize Jesus as he promises to be with us, “Whenever 

two or more are gathered in his name.” When we gather in prayer and call on the name 

of Jesus – He IS here. That’s what he promised. I did not make that up. Look it up, 

Matthew 18:20. With the eyes of faith, we can see Jesus in the loving acts of a mother 

and children, of teachers gathering their students on Social Media, of Doctors and 

Nurses putting themselves at risk for others, of a priest anointing a dying person. Of a 

family calling their elderly grandma to see how she is doing.  

This is Jesus being present THROUGH US. We call this “being Jesus’ hands and feet.” 

That what the Church is. Jesus is the head. We are the body of Christ. The Church is the 

mechanism to make Jesus present in our homes, in the stores, in church, in hospitals, in 

government buildings, on the roads.  

Just as Jesus used Peter and the Apostles to be the first to proclaim the Gospel fearlessly 

and make Jesus present, we are called to make Jesus present in love and service to one 

another. The job is the same. Jesus needs us to be his hands and feet.  

BTW, the corona virus can’t stop Jesus. He is present all over the place, even in these 

crazy days, maybe he is even more present in some ways.  

If we focus on finding Jesus in our everyday, we can say like David in Psalm 23: 

“Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, 

because you are at my side.” 

Let us recognize his presence. Isn’t Jesus the kind of guy you want to introduce to your 

friends. Today would be a great day to do just that. Happy Easter! 


