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Homily Word of God Sunday Third Sunday OT 2020    Fr. Pat 

 

Pope Francis instituted Word of God Sunday. He wants us to recognize this book is the 

“people’s book.” It is the story of our faith family. We should not be afraid of it; rather 

we should make it part of our daily lives.  

The Bible – What is it? 

The Bible is not A book. It is a collection of books – sacred books – all written under the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit. There are 73 sacred books in the Catholic Bible.  

These 73 books represent a relationship of God with his People over a few thousand 

years. God chose to reveal himself to humankind and form a special relationship, called 

a “covenant”, to lead and guide them and eventually to save them. 

Summary 

Let me try to summarize the contents of this massive collection of books in a few 

minutes: 

The Bible has two parts: the Old Testament and New Testament. “Testament” meaning 

“covenant.” 

The Old Testament records the history of God and his relationship his people before the 

coming of Jesus.  

The OT includes the Historical books, Wisdom books (e.g. Psalms) and Prophets.  

The first five books of the Bible lay the foundation of Israel and the Law. The Jewish 

people call them the “Torah”: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy. 

As Catholics is it very helpful, to read especially Genesis and Exodus. In these two books 

we hear of the Stories of Creation -  where we find out we are made in God’s image and 

likeness, we are made male and female. We are created out of love. This is why we need 

to be Pro-Life and support Life from conception until natural death.  

We hear of Adam and Eve’s Original Sin, which forms that basis of man’s fallen nature 

which leads us to sin and turn away from God. It includes the Story of Noah and the Ark, 

where the wrathful God destroys the world with a flood and starts over with Noah’s 

family, and promises never to do it again.  
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There is the story of God revealing himself to Abraham, who leaves everything to follow 

God and travels to a new land of Canaan. He first demands that Abraham sacrifice his 

Son, Isaac. Abraham is so trusting that he is willing to do it, but God stops him and 

promises to make his descendants as numerous as the stars. 

We hear about the 12 sons of Isaac’s, son Jacob, who become the 12 tribes of Israel. 

Because of famine, these 12 tribes move to Egypt. That is how Israelites wind up in 

Egypt. Eventually a new King (Pharaoh) persecutes the Israelites who cry out to God for 

help, so God raises up Moses to free them using the 12 plagues. Moses leads the people 

out of Egypt into the Desert where God gives him the Ten commands, written on stone 

tablets by the finger of God! These commandments are foundational principles to living 

a good moral life. The Passover story is key to understanding the Eucharist.  

And that’s just the first 2 books! 

After the five Torah books, the historical books record how Israel grows as a nation. First 

ruled by Judges then eventually by Kings. And we notice a pattern. Sometimes the King 

and the people are faithful to God and they prosper. Sometimes they turn away from 

God and do evil and wind up in trouble – usually when one of the neighboring nations 

starts conquering them. This pattern goes on and on until eventually God allows them to 

be totally conquered by the Assyrian and Babylonian empires and they are taken into 

captivity in exile. 

The Prophetic books show the prophets always calling the people and kings back to 

faithfulness to God. Most of the time the people don’t want to listen to the prophets so 

they are persecuted. During the Exile, the prophets start to reveal God’s intention to 

send a Messiah - one that would come to restore Israel and Save them. This of course, 

we know is fulfilled in Jesus many years later. 

 

The New Testament begins with the Gospels. How many Gospels? Matthew, Mark, Luke 

and John.   These four Gospels chronicle Jesus’ Life and Teachings. If you want to know 

what Jesus actually said – go to the Gospels! All Catholics should read the Gospels and 

know them well. We hear them in pieces on Sundays, but we should read them for 

ourselves. 

After the Gospels there is a very unique book called “Acts of the Apostles.” If you want 

to know what the very early Church was like – here it is. The Acts takes place right after 
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the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven and as the Holy Spirits descends on the Church at 

Pentecost. Acts shows the Apostles trying to figure out what it means to be “Church.” 

For example, when the needs were too great for just the Apostles to handle, they 

created Deacons. Yup. Acts chapter 6. The Church creates deacons to better serve the 

needs of the community. 

Next we have the 21 Letters including the 13 letters of St. Paul, a letter to the Hebrews, 

James, 2 Letters of Peter, 3 Letters of John, and Jude. 

These letters are to encourage the early church communities and to address concrete 

issues of the early churches, like Corinth in Greece or Ephesus in Turkey. They contain 

beliefs, morals, advice. There are some great explanations about faith in Jesus. 

The last book of the bible is … Revelation. Revelation is the one prophetic book in the 

New Testament. It is a highly symbolic book of the war between Good and evil. (p.s. 

Good wins!) But it is also an encouragement to the Christian communities throughout 

history who struggle against evil. 

There you go…the Bible in a nutshell! 

Why is The Bible important to our lives? 

The Bible is a great treasure chest. We hear the stories week after week at Church. We 

all have our favorites. What are your favorite passages? 

The Prodigal Son, the Good Samaritan, the Christmas Stories, The Passion and Death of 

Jesus or Adam and Eve, Noah, Queen Esther, Sampson, David vs. Goliath, Moses, 

Maccabees. 

These stories are part of our Spiritual family history.  We are God’s people!  

They can teach us life lessons. Life lessons that God is trying to show us. It can remind us 

that our purpose in life it to love God and love neighbor. 

We can Know GOD is still Speaking! 

Example 

In The Book of Judges chapter 6, the Judge Gideon, is leading an army into battle against 

Midian who had 135,000 soldiers. But God tells Gideon, “You have too many soldiers 

with you for me to deliver then into your power” lest Israel think they themselves won 

the victory.]So God has Gideon reduce his army from 32,000 to 300. “By means of the 
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300…I will save you and deliver Midian into your power.”  Long story short, Gideon 

destroyed the much larger Army with his 300 soldiers, showing that it is not about the 

size of the Army but that battles are won by the power of God. Good lesson. God is 

bigger than all our battles. 

Or how about the Psalms? Just take a psalm and read it through slowly three times. God 

will speak to you. Who doesn’t love Psalm 23? 

Let’s look at the readings today: 

Open your missalette to page ____.  

“The People who walked in darkness have seen a great light. Upon those who lived in a 

land of gloom, a light has shone.” Isaiah 9:1.  Very encouraging if you feel like you are 

walking in darkness. “The rod of their taskmaster is smashed as on the day of Midian.”  

Ooo. That’s a reference to Gideon’s army defeating Midian’s huge Army. Again, hope 

that we can get through it with God! 

Now if we look at the Gospel of Matthew chapter 4, we can see Matthew is quoting 

Isaiah. He does this a lot. Remember when Jesus was to be born, Matthew quotes 

Isaiah. “The virgin shall bear a son and shall name him Emmanuel.” Matthew shows that 

Jesus is the fulfillment of the Old Testament prophets. 

Next we see the call of the first disciples. Jesus just walks up to some fishermen, says 

“Follow Me.” And they leave everything and follow him. It makes one ask, “who is this 

Jesus that people will immediately follow?” But they on deeper reflection, we ask 

ourselves, “Wait is this invitation for me, too? Is Jesus calling ME to follow him?”  The 

answer is Yes. Through the Scriptures, Jesus’ call echoes through the ages to us today. 

“Come after me, and I will make YOU a fisher of men.” Why do you think I am here 

today? Jesus called me through the Bible! 

Lastly, notice the second reading of St. Paul. He is addressing an issue in the Church in 

Corinth, Greece. There are divisions. In the Church. They are associating with particular 

preachers. Apollos, Paul Peter/Cephas, Christ. Paul points out that we should not foster 

division, but be one. We are all one in Christ. Follow the Gospel. It could be like St. 

Catharine vs. St Mary’s or St. Leo’s or even the Lutheran Church next door. We are all 

called to follow Christ. There is only one cross! One Jesus! 
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A good lesson for today to build up the church and not cause divisions (which is so easy). 

I like Pope Francis. I like Pope Benedict, or JPII, or Why do we even have a Pope?  

One Lord, One faith, One Baptism, One Body of Christ – the Church 

Takeaway 

1. Reading the Bible is cool and a few minutes a day can help you understand the roots 

of the faith. Yes, you WILL not understand all the details of any given passage. That’s 

okay, they are from a long time ago and another part of the world. So, we focus on 

what does connect. We ask the Holy Spirit to speak to us through it.  

Remember – these words are inspired by the Holy Spirit. They are his words – so God 

can speak to us through them easily. (more easily then thru TV, I think!) 

2. Reading the Bible a few minutes a day, can help you build your “GO TO” passages 

that can help you when you need some inspiration or encouragement. The Bible can 

help you realize God IS TALKING to us. He has already given us his words. We just fail 

to take time to listen. It takes time. It takes being open, but God WILL SPEAK TO YOU 

through his words. That’s what he does! 

3. Start reading the readings before you come to mass. I see many read along. 

a. Come early and read the missalette 

b. Get a booklet subscription of daily readings like Magnificat or Word Among Us 

c. Go to bishop’s website Usscb.org click on the calendar for daily readings. 

d. Many APPs 

For those who like to explore, the Bible is perfect. Think of it as an old school Internet – 

really old school. Or like a game search for the hidden gems and coins. The Bible is a 

Treasure Chest. A Treasure Chest of God speaking words of love and mercy directed to 

you and me. These words are available to those who only will take time to listen! 

Some more… All kinds of inspirational words: 

“For God so loved the world that he gave* his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but might 

have eternal life.” – John 3:16 

“This is my commandment: love one another as I love you.  No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends.” – John 15:12-13 

“It was not you who chose me, but I who chose you” – John 15:16 

“I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” – Phil 4:13 

“For I know well the plans I have in mind for you—says the LORD—plans for your welfare and not for woe, so as to give you 

a future of hope.” – Jer 29:11 

“Be strong and steadfast; have no fear or dread of them, for it is the LORD, your God, who marches with you; he will never 

fail you or forsake you” – Deuteronomy 31:6 


