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Homily for Second Sunday of Advent 2021 Search for the Historical Jesus 

 

Today’s gospel displays an intersection of History and Prophecy. Two sides to the person 

of Jesus. What do I mean? 

In the Fall of 2019, I was still new here at St. Catharine’s, I took a class called “Portraits 

of Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels.”  It was an online class through Catholic Theological 

Union in Chicago. 

The class looked at how Matthew, Mark, and Luke portrayed Jesus, slightly differently 

from each other. We looked at each gospel individually, to see what parts of Jesus’ 

character and mission were emphasized. For example, Matthew and Luke talk about the 

birth of Jesus, whereas Mark introduces Jesus with the prophecy of John the Baptist 

crying out in the wilderness “Prepare the way of the Lord.” Mark focusses on Jesus as 

the Son of God that encourages us through suffering and failure. Matthew presents 

Jesus as the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies, the Messiah. Luke also portrays 

Jesus as the Jewish Messiah, but who also comes for the salvation of all the world. In 

Luke, Jesus identifies with the poor, sick, and outcast. 

Does this make sense that different people would portray Jesus slightly differently? I 

would say yes. If different people were asked about you or me, we might get different 

stories. For example, your buddies may talk about the fun things you do when you get 

together: your interests, your favorite sport or entertainer. Your spouse or 

boyfriend/girlfriend would have a very different perspective perhaps. The people from 

work or school may say different things like, “he is very organized, a hard worker, and is 

always on time.” Your college friends may tell some stories of the crazy days of college 

pranks. Whereas your mom and siblings might tell a whole different story about you 

growing up. 

Yet you are the same person. But these different sets of people might have different 

perspectives. The same with Jesus.  

We hear in the Gospel, that not only was Jesus the fulfillment of prophecy, but Jesus 

was also was an actual person, like you and me, a person born in history, at a time and 

place. 
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We hear “Prepare the way of the Lord” (the prophecy) and we also hear historical 

references… 

In the 15th year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was governor 

of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the 

region … during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas… 

These are references to Jesus living during a particular time and place in history. 

 

Now Scripture scholars, and us regular Christians too, want to get to know the 

“historical Jesus” – the actual person who lived in Israel, and walked and talked the 

roads of the land, and taught and preached to his disciples. We want to know what 

Jesus said and did that had such a profound impact on the people. We listen to the 

Gospel writer’s accounts of what Jesus said and did. But we know that Jesus said and did 

a lot more in 33 years than is written down. Because Jesus is not a story. He is a person.  

So…What is Jesus like? This is a good meditation in Advent. Close your eyes a moment. 

Try to picture Jesus as I ask some questions: 

1. What is Jesus like? 

2. Is he tall or short? Thin or large? 

3. What color are his eyes? 

4. What did he like to wear? 

5. What is his favorite color? 

6. What is his favorite food? 

7. As a kid, did Jesus like to play games, like kickball? 

8. Was he smart? 

9. When he was wandering the desert with his friends, did they sit around the 

fire at night, eating and telling stories? Did Jesus do most of the talking, or was 

he quiet at times? 

10. Did Jesus let his hair grow long or keep it short? Parted to the side or in the 

middle?  

11. What does his smile look like? 

 

(pause) Open your eyes. 
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As Catholics, we listen to the stories of our faith in the Bible, over and over and over 

again. We hear of God’s love for his people, how he created the world, how he hates sin 

and division and people taking advantage of the weak. We hear the people longing to be 

saved, longing for Jesus. 

In the first reading, we hear that God desires to gather his children from the east and 

the west, to lead them in joy, with mercy and justice.  

In the second reading, we hear St. Paul’ prayer for us, that our love may increase more 

and more and we may grow in knowledge of what is really of value, what is important to 

Jesus, so that we may be pure and filled with righteousness. 

In the Gospel accounts, we hear of Jesus’ life and teaching, we see how he interacts we 

people and heals them and responds to their needs. We see how Jesus was willing to 

stand up for the truth of God’s love and mercy and ultimately to die to save us. We hear 

that to help us relate to him, Jesus came as a little child, born of a poor, simple family 

from a small village. 

 

As we journey through Advent, part of the journey is to seek to know Jesus better. We 

seek to know him more, so that we can love him more. When we meet someone, we get 

to know them and spend time with them, so we can grow in love and friendship with 

them. It’s the same with Jesus. 

We are to Prepare the Way of the Lord. Meaning we are to open our hearts to get to 

know Jesus better. We get to know what is really important to Jesus. We share the 

important things that are going on in our lives with him. In prayer, we share our worries, 

our dreams, our desires. We listen to his love and care and concern for us. 

And as we get to know and love Jesus better, as with other good friends, we want to 

introduce him to our friends and those who we love. Advent can be a time of inviting 

others to get to know Jesus - certainly, through reading the Gospels, but also by sharing 

our faith and love of Jesus. And even sharing our struggles and how the Lord has been 

there for us to forgive us, to heal us, to strengthen us at times. 

Getting to know the real Jesus is not just the work of scholars and priests, and not just a 

class in school. Getting to know the real Jesus is the work of every Christian, old and 

young.  



4 
 

Advent is an invitation to Journey toward Jesus. Especially in this season, we focus on his 

humanity, a child born in a family, raised in a religious home with his mom and foster 

father. A child who spent most of his life, 30 years, simply living and preparing for his 

life’s work of preaching the Gospel. 

As we light the second candle of our Advent wreath this week, take some time to get to 

know Jesus better. To read about what he said and did. To share your love for Jesus with 

another person: family or friend. 

This will help us to prepare to celebrate the coming of Jesus at Christmas and increase 

the joy and peace in our hearts and homes this season. 

Happy Advent! 

 


