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Homily for 30th Sunday Ordinary Time How Did a Blind Man See Jesus? 

 

Let me ask you a question: How did a Blind man see Jesus? Hmmm… 

There is a great song, it’s a one of those Christian Praise songs, and I really like it and like 

to play it. It’s called “Open the Eyes of My Heart” and many artists have redone it (just 

google it). 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 

Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You 

I want to see You 

You want to hear it?  (SONG) 

-- 

What does it mean to open the ‘eyes of my heart’? I didn’t know the heart had eyes! 

Well, it’s a different way of seeing. 

Which brings us back to my question. How did a man who was blind “see” Jesus? 

Well, let’s think about the situation of a blind man in Jesus’ time, first century Palestine. 

He would have been considered worthless. In another passage about a blind man in the 

Gospel of John chapter 9, the disciples asked Jesus “Who sinned, this man or his 

parents?” (John 9:2). The people at the time thought that blindness was a punishment, a 

curse. The blind person would be doomed to a life of begging on the streets, with no 

way to support him- or herself for their whole life. 

In that passage from John, however, Jesus sees things differently, he responds to his 

disciples’ question like this: “Neither this man or his parents sinned…but this happened 

so that the work of God might be displayed in his life.” Huh. What people saw as a 

punishment or curse, Jesus saw as an opportunity for faith and for God’s glory. 

Ok, so now we know that this blind man, Bartimaeus was his name, was in a bad 

position – he was a beggar, could not work, and basically an outcast. Has anyone here 

ever felt like an outcast?  

Bartimaeus had a sad life, and hears that Jesus was coming. And he takes the chance 

and he cries out “Jesus, Son of David, have pity on me!” He uses a title “Son of David” 
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which in Scripture means Messiah, a new Jewish King that would save the people. How 

did a blind man see this? Most of the people who had sight did not recognize Jesus as 

the Messiah, including the religious leaders. So How did blind Bartimaeus see this? He 

saw with the Eyes of His Heart! Something deep down told him. He had faith and the 

Holy Spirit – the spirit in which you will be Confirmed next year – that Spirit inspired him 

to cry out to Jesus for help. 

Now was this it? Was this now an easy path? Bartimaeus cried out, but did people 

rejoice and celebrate and say “Hey Jesus, come help our friend Bartimaeus”?   

Nope! As is often the case in our faith journey, it was not that easy. 

The reading says “Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet.”  Man, That’s not very 

helpful! Bartimaeus gets up the courage to ask Jesus to help him, and the people try to 

stop him, basically telling him to shut up and don’t bother us. 

That happens to us many times when we try to walk in faith. Obstacles show up. It gets 

hard. Even getting to mass on Saturday evening or Sunday – how many obstacles show 

up to keep us from coming to mass? They may be good things, but they make it difficult 

to practice the faith. 

Anyhoo – something stirs inside Bartimaeus (that’s the Holy Spirit again) and gives him 

courage to not give up, and he cries out again, “Son of David, have pity on me!” 

Jesus stops. He sees Bartimaeus. He sees his faith. When everyone else is trying to 

ignore him and NOT see him, Jesus sees Bartimaeus. 

And Jesus says, “Call him.” Many times, Jesus invites us to have a conversation. We call 

that conversation “prayer.” Jesus wants to talk with us and let us share our burdens and 

our lives. Jesus wants to help us. But he does not do it automatically, he wants us to ask. 

“Ask and you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the door with be opened,” is 

what Jesus says in Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 7:7. 

Again, Bartimaeus has the courage and he immediately jumped up and came to Jesus. 

Jesus asks him, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

Bartimaeus simply begs “Master, I want to see.” That’s the ticket. That is a great prayer! 

We could all say this prayer. When we can’t see which way to go in life, or have a major 

decision like what college to choose, or if we are in a really dark place and can’t see the 
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way out of the mess, we can simply pray Bartimaeus’ short prayer, “Master, I want to 

see.” 

The second ingredient is faith. Did Bartimaeus believe Jesus could help him?   Yes!! 

Bartimaeus had faith. He trusted Jesus could help him.  

Jesus told him, “Go, your faith has saved you” and immediately Bartimaeus received his 

sight and followed Jesus. (Meaning he became a disciple). 

-- 

This Gospel passage is key to understanding who Jesus is and who we are. Jesus desires 

to talk with us, to listen to our fears and dreams and needs and desires. He wants to 

help us in our struggle. From this bible passage, we learn three key ingredients to our 

life journey: courage, prayer, faith.  

Courage is needed. Being a Christian is not for wimps. It takes courage (or fortitude) to 

live our faith. The Holy Spirit can give us courage.  

Prayer – St. Paul tells us to pray unceasingly. There is always something or someone to 

pray for: Our families, our friends, our teachers, those who are sick or struggling, the 

poor, the places of war and famine and unrest around the world. And oh yeah, we can 

also pray for what we need. 

Faith – we can see from the passage how powerful faith is. Jesus does not say, “I saved 

you.” He says to Bartimaeus, “Your faith has saved you.” Interesting. 

No doubt Jesus is powerful. No doubt he can heal us. Having faith essentially means we 

are open to Jesus’ power and healing. Most of the time we think we don’t need him. 

That we can do it all ourselves. But then we make ourselves an obstacle to Jesus. Having 

faith, implies a humility that recognizes we need God in our lives every day. 

 

So how did a blind man see Jesus? With the Eyes of the Heart. The Spirit gave him 

Courage. He prayed asking Jesus for help and he had faith that Jesus could do it. 

Let us thank, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar who people thought was worthless, for helping 

us to see differently, for teaching us to see with the Eyes of the Heart. 


