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Homily for Holy Family 2021 

 

On the Sunday after Christmas, the Church celebrates the feast of the Holy Family. It’s 

like we are walking along and we peak our heads in to see what life was like in the house 

of the Holy family.  Of course, we know that they were traveling, not for the holiday 

(since it did not exist yet), but because a census was called and Joseph has to register. 

To do this he had to go back to his hometown, Bethlehem.  

I imagine there was a lot of discussion and worry about taking Mary who was close to 

giving birth. And they did not have cars and the Garden State Parkway or Turnpike. They 

had dirt roads and a donkey. 

We know that as they entered Bethlehem, time came for Jesus to be born. With all the 

visitors filling up the hotels, there was no place for them. Therefore, they literally made 

the home for their new baby in a barn with the animals. At least it was dry and warm. 

(Probably a but smelly too.) 

That was how the Holy Family started out. Poor, outcast, and desperate. I can imagine 

Joseph freaking out a bit. And yet God pulled them through. After Joseph registered, 

they journeyed first to Jerusalem, to fulfill the duty to circumcise Jesus on the 8th day in 

the Temple. This ritual is where the child is officially named. 

We know from the Gospel of Matthew, that Herod found out about a new King from the 

three Wise Men, and he sent soldiers to kill Jesus. To escape the danger, Joseph took 

Mary and baby Jesus and fled to Egypt until it was safe to return. 

They eventually journeyed back to the small village Nazareth, where Jesus would grow 

up and start to learn his father’s trade. 

We can see that this must have been a very religious household. Joseph was an upright 

man of God, providing for his family and leading them prayerfully. Celebrating the 

Sabbath each week and the high holy days.  

Mary, of course, was always open to God’s will and pondering the wonder of this child, 

who was miraculously conceived and called by the angel, “Son of God.” Mary probably 

spent a lot of time wondering what that all meant, considering Jesus seemed to be a 

normal child, growing up, playing, learning and doing all the things that children do. 
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We notice a loving, virtuous home, living normally like the other families in the village, 

yet knowing something must be coming in the future. 

We don’t hear anything more in scripture until that scene when Jesus was 12 years old 

and they took Jesus, presumably for the first time, to Jerusalem for the Passover. Maybe 

he just had his Bar Mitzvah.  

At the end of the celebration, Joseph and Mary journeyed back to Nazareth in caravan 

with their neighbors. They assumed Jesus was with the kids and relatives. 

But Jesus found a new home. He was awestruck by the Temple and recognized that the 

Temple was his true Father’s house. No offense to Joseph, his foster father, but Jesus 

seemed to want to stay in the Temple with God his Father. 

However, when Joseph and Mary came looking for him so upset to lose him, Jesus 

acquiesced and was obedient to them as a good child following the commandment: 

“Honor thy mother and thy father.” Jesus went back home with them to Nazareth until 

he was old enough and ready to follow his true calling and do God the Father’s will. 

 

It is very special that we get to take a moment during this Christmas week, to look in on 

what it was like in the home of the Holy Family. We are invited to model our homes on 

their home. We are invited to make our home a godly home, practicing the virtues of 

faith, hope, love, justice, prudence, temperance and fortitude.  

We are invited to faithfully raise our children teaching them, as it says in the baptism 

ritual, to keep the commandments, to love God and love their neighbor. We are invited 

to teach them to love God the Father as Jesus did and to listen to his voice, and we are 

to help our young people discover their true calling. 

We are to recognize that no matter where they found themselves, poor and outcast in a 

barn, running for their lives, in the Temple celebrating a feast, or surrounded by their 

neighbors in a small village, Jesus, Mary and Joseph made a faith-filled, loving home. 

We can learn that wherever we wind up, traveling, or in danger, or at home in peace, or 

in Church, rich or poor, sick or healthy, better or worse, we can faithfully follow the 

Father’s will trusting our love for him as we love and serve our neighbor. 
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We learn from Catholic Social Teaching, that the family is the building block of society. 

We see the model of a holy family in the example of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. As a family, 

we want to imitate that goodness. As a community we want to support and build up all 

our families in imitation of the Holy Family. 

As w continue to celebrate Christmas, let us thank the Lord for the witness of this 

simple, faith-filled, and courageous family and strive to make our homes like theirs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


