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Homily for Third Sunday of Easter 2022 

 

“We gave you strict orders… to stop teaching in that name!”  

This is what we hear the religious leaders ordering the apostles. The Acts of the Apostles 

is a great book – it shows the joy and struggle of the early Church, before there were 

churches and pews and vestments and stained glass windows. The Apostles were a 

bunch of guys, with no particular education or skills, that the Lord picked to lead this 

new movement called “The Way” and later “Christians” == followers of Christ. 

But their own Jewish leaders did not want to hear the Gospel, so they forbid them from 

speaking about Jesus. And before they gave that order they “had them flogged.” We 

skipped that verse in this passage, but it’s in Scripture. That means they had them 

publicly beaten with a stick or whip in punishment. They thought whipping the Apostles 

would shut them up. But here’s where the grace comes in, specifically the Gifts of the 

Spirit, Wisdom and Courage. They knew they must follow God’s commands not people’s 

commands. And they actually REJOICED to “suffer dishonor for the sake of the name.” 

They found joy in being beaten because they proclaimed Jesus. Wow! What faith! I wish 

my faith was that strong. 

This is the story of the early Church – it is founded on the blood of martyrs – the Church 

is built on the shoulders of men and women and young people who would rather die 

than stop witnessing to Jesus. 

“But Fr. Pat – that’s so long ago. It no longer applies to us Christians, right?” 

Wrong. This definitely applies to us. We are called to proclaim the name of Jesus. And 

not just when we come into the safety of this Church with our beautiful risen Christ 

Crucifix, and altar and flowers and stained glass. We are called to proclaim the name of 

Jesus, meaning witness to our faith in Jesus, in all areas of our lives – even where it is 

unpopular or discouraged. 

What do the leaders of our culture say about Jesus today? Are they not saying the same 

thing, “stop teaching that name!” “We have already decided what is good and right, we 

have decided what you should think, religion is not welcome in the public sphere. Don’t 

pray in schools. Don’t witness about your faith. Don’t talk about Jesus on social media. 

Certainly don’t say your Catholic on dating apps or at happy hour.” 
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To me, it is the same thing. “Stop teaching in the name of Jesus.” If God is not welcome, 

we call that Secularism.  

And yet look at the call. What is Jesus asking you to do? To be silent? Or to boldly speak 

about Easter – about Jesus’ love, and his death and Resurrection to set us free? 

Why? Because we love him.  

See in the Gospel. See Peter’s journey. The man who denied he even knew Jesus – 

denied him 3 times on Holy Thursday night, now is asked 3 times “do you love me, 

Simon Peter?” Jesus doesn’t say “Peter, why did you deny me?” He already knew what 

Peter would do. But Jesus gives him a second chance. He merely asks, “Do you love 

me?” And then invites Peter to Prove it.  

 

Today my friends, Jesus is asking us, in the midst of our secular culture, “Do you love 

me?” Because that fact will change the course of our lives. If Peter, answered, “uh well, 

you see, Jesus, you’re a nice guy and all, but…I’m kinda busy” and did not love him, 

Peter would have not amounted to much. 

But Peter does love Jesus. He loves him with his whole heart, whole mind, whole soul, 

whole strength.  Peter tells crowds of people about Jesus in the Acts of the Apostles and 

thousands join the church community. Peter becomes the first Pope and leads the brand 

new Catholic Church. Peter is willing to die – and does die crucified upside down – 

because he would NEVER EVER DENY JESUS AGAIN!! 

Close your eyes. Notice Jesus next to you right now, as he whispers, “Patrick, Mary, 

Michael, Tom, Jennifer, Susan, Elaine, Kelly, <fill in your name> “Do you love me?” What 

are you willing to do to prove it? Do you have the courage to tell people about Jesus? 

We as a community of believers can help encourage others to boldly proclaim the 

Gospel. Are you with me? 

Then, let’s tell people about the Good News! Happy Easter! 

 

 


