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Homily for the Baptism of the Lord 2022 

 

We started mass with the Rite of Sprinkling with Holy Water. I think that is a pretty cool 

thing to do on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord, the last day of the Christmas season. 

What’s the connection? 

The Sprinkling Rite can be used on Sundays, especially during the Easter Season, as a 

reminder of our Baptism. Similar to what we do when we enter the Church and bless 

ourselves with Holy Water (which I hope to bring back after the pandemic). 

These little rituals of being blessed with water connects us to when we as children or 

adults received the Sacrament of Baptism. While Baptism may seem like an ordinary 

thing that we are familiar with, the effects of Baptism are not ordinary, they are divine! 

The Sacrament of Baptism permanently changes our soul. We are forever marked with 

the sign of Christ and joined to Jesus’ death and Resurrection.  

I like to make this important point at funerals, as we place a white cloth on the casket or 

Urn and sprinkle it with Holy water and remind the family, that just as our loved one 

was baptized into Christ’s death, they are also baptized into his Resurrection into Glory. 

When we begin the Sprinkling Rite the priest says: 

let us humbly beseech the Lord our God  

to bless this water he has created,  

which will be sprinkled on us  

as a memorial of our baptism.  

May he help us by his grace  

to remain faithful to the Spirit we have received.  

 

Therefore, the purpose of Sprinkling is to remind us that we are special, we are 

different, we are baptized. Also, the priest asks God to give us the grace to “remain 

faithful to the Spirit we have received.” 

And that is the everyday battle. To be faithful to the Spirit we have received. God 

breathed His Spirit into our souls and gave us special abilities: the Gifts and fruits of the 

Holy Spirit, which we are invited to nourish, stir up and put into action. 
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Everyday we are tempted to fall short of this calling. We are tempted to be selfish, or to 

be distracted and to focus on things instead of loving God and his people. We can forget 

we are special because we are Baptized, so we are God’s children. 

Everyday we are given the opportunity – another 24 hours – to strive to be faithful to 

the spirit we receive at our Baptism. 

One question comes up today. Why did Jesus get baptized? Wasn’t he already holy? 

Yes, that’s right. Jesus was already the holiest man on the planet and in fact God and 

Man. 

Remember, the only baptism that existed at the time, was John the Baptist’s baptism of 

repentance. It was merely a sign of being sorry and turning away from worldly things 

and turning back to God. 

When Jesus was baptized, the water did not make him holy, HE MADE THE WATER 

HOLY! In fact, Jesus’ baptism, created the new Sacrament of Baptism and forever made 

the waters of baptism holy. That why we call down this blessing when the priest prays 

the blessing over the water. Jesus’ holiness makes the water holy.  

When we receive Baptism, we are made holy. Yes. That’s right, we are holy.  

And the Sprinkling Rite, reminds us that we are called to be holy. The reminder works 

really well when we are hit with holy water in the face. :) 

 

So, now that we are reminded that Jesus’ baptism flows down to us in our Baptism, and 

his holiness flows down to us and makes us holy, what do we do about it? 

We are called to be faithful to the Holy Spirit we received. We are called every day to 

imitate Jesus by living Christian lives: lives of service, lives of sacrifice, lives of love and 

mercy. 

It’s like what we try to do each Lent. Turn away from the things that lead us away from 

God and turn toward things the help us Love God and neighbor. This affects the way we 

use our time and talents, how we use our resources, the conversations we have, the 

music we listen to, the movies we watch, what we do on our phone, and how we treat 

people. 

Here’s a couple things we can do to live out our baptism call to holiness: 
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1. Pray. I know this seems so obvious, yet this can be one of the first things to fall to the 

wayside. Jesus would often go off by himself to pray. Especially before making 

important decisions. He would spend time in prayer with his disciples. He would go 

to the synagogue and temple. He taught us his own prayer, the Our Father. He was 

always praying, even when he was nailed to the cross. His last words were all 

prayers. And of course, he gave us the Greatest Prayer of all at the Last Supper. He 

instituted the Mass. He gave us the other Sacraments.  

We pray because that’s what Jesus did. We say Jesus’ prayer when we say the Our 

Father. We pray to know God’s will and ask for the graces we need to live our 

Baptism. 

 

2. Serve – This is all about mindset. I see it in many people in the parish. They are 

always looking to serve. They are looking for the needs of others and trying to see 

how they can help. This requires three things: A. praying attention and listening to 

the needs of others. B. noticing the gifts and talents and resources you have and C. 

being willing to put those gifts and talents and resources into action. That’s called 

stewardship. Being willing to use what you have been given by God (which is 

everything we have) and put it into action for the good of others. 

 

3. Sacrifice - We have a tradition of giving up things for Lent. We don’t eat meat on 

Fridays. We kneel. We give our hard-earned money to charities. We have a tradition 

of sacrificing for spiritual reasons.  

We give up things in Lent to make room for Jesus. We sacrifice things that lead us 

away from God to add in things that lead us closer to God, like time for prayer. We 

don’t eat meat on Fridays as a community, as a weekly reminder of Jesus’ sacrifice on 

the Cross on Good Friday. We kneel down to acknowledge how Great God is and how 

much we need him. We give money out of our pockets, so that others may have the 

basics necessities of food, shelter, clothing, education and maybe even have some 

Christmas joy when we give presents through the Giving Tree or Toys 4 Tots. 

 

Pray, Serve, Sacrifice. A trifold method to imitate Jesus and be faithful to our baptism. 
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On this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we remember our own baptism. We remember 

that we are chosen by God as his children to carry the message of the Gospel to our 

community. We are reminded that our Church cannot function with out our gifts and 

talents and treasures. You can’t spell “Church” without “u”! 

 

Let us ask the Lord to stir up the gifts and fruits of the Spirit in each of us, that we may 

be able to live out our Baptism and bring Jesus to all we meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


