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New Year’s Day Homily 2021 

 

We begin this new year 2021 with a blessing: 

The Lord bless you and keep you! 

The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 

The Lord look upon you kindly and give you peace! 

 

This is the famous priestly blessing that the Lord gave to Moses to bless the Israelites as 

they prepared to depart Mount Sinai after receiving the 10 Commandments and began 

their journey to the Promised Land. 

As the Israelites prepared for the journey through the desert, so we prepare for our 

journey through another year: 2021 A.D.  “A.D.” which we don’t see much anymore 

stands for “anno domini,” latin for “the year of our Lord.”  

The Lord gives us each year as a blessing and we are to use this time wisely: 365 days x 

24 hours/day = 8760 hours or 525,600 minutes. The year of our Lord 2021 gives us 

525,000 opportunities to be a blessing. 

 

And yet as we look back at 2020, what do we make of it? I think people were ready to 

end the year back in October. They were kind of done with 2020 and its miseries.  

In fact, the front page of the Asbury Park Press labelled 2020, “annus horribilis”, a 

horrible year, and there was an article comparing the worst years from history. Is that 

true? Was 2020 a horrible year, that should be discounted and thrown away and 

forgotten like junk in a dumpster? 

What happened to a year being a blessing? 

Don’t get me wrong, there were many horrible and painful things that happened in 

2020. Of course, the pandemic and the 340,000 deaths in the US and 1.8 million 

worldwide. That’s terrible. And millions more were infected and suffered terribly this 

year. 
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The isolation, the closing of many businesses, the missed activities and sports and 

programs –  these are just a few of the painful things we suffered this year. 

 

But I would like to interject a Christian perspective on this – that 2020, those 525,000 

minutes were given to us as a blessing and opportunity. What good came out of those 

half a million minutes given to us? And we actually had an extra day with the leap year.  

There were so many opportunities to grow this year. How did we use these minutes? 

Did we use this time to learn a skill? 

Did we read more? 

Did we say I love you? 

Did we get to spend more time with our children? Perhaps creating little games and 

family inside jokes? 

Did we grow in faith? 

Did we spend more time in prayer? 

Did we learn about our faith? 

Did we take the opportunity to reconcile broken relationships? Or reach out to old 

friends on social media or even a letter? 

Did we take time to count our blessings of 2020? 

 

I think one major blessing that the pandemic and restrictions provided, is that we were 

given the opportunity to grow in resilience. We hopefully found healthy ways of dealing 

with the stress and isolation and frustration and all the other emotions that were 

building up. I hope our children developed great resiliency skills that will serve them 

their whole life.  

Kids can be very adaptable. I was with my niece (outside of course) on Saturday and 

brought her a Christmas gift. Impervious to the cold, she just wanted to spend time 

playing with her uncle and new toys. What could be better? My sister even made us hot 

cocoa. Such a blessing. 
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While we should certainly lament the suffering and mourn the loses of 2020 (and I 

especially remember those who lost loved ones tragically and could not mourn them the 

way they wanted, and those who have lost family over the holidays), we should also 

count our blessings. 

God’s main purpose is to prepare us for the joy of heaven. Hopefully turning to God in 

prayer and supporting others through the hardships helped us grow one year closer to 

the Promised Land of Eternal life with God in Heaven. 

We pray that many people came to know Jesus this year and even more will be open to 

developing a relationship with Jesus in 2021, perhaps through our prayers and witness 

to the faith. Please God, may we grow together as a Community of Faith and look for 

opportunities to rebuild and share our faith here at St. Catharine’s!! 

 

As we move into this next year, let us thank God for the opportunities and blessings of 

2020 with gratitude and let us beg him for the graces we need to use the 525,000 

minutes of 2021 to grow in faith, hope and love together! 

 


