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New Years Homily 2022 

 

Right away in the first reading we see that God has a desire to bless us. We hear that 

famous blessing in Numbers chapter 6: 

The LORD bless you and keep you! 

The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! 

The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace!* 

* A note in the New American Bible says “Peace: the Hebrew word Shalom includes the 

idea of happiness, good health, prosperity, friendship, and general well-being. To use 

this term as a greeting was to pray for all these things upon the one greeted.” 

God wants to bless us! 

But to be blessed we must cooperate with God. What do I mean? 

Well, I love to see how cute kids are this time of year:  all dressed up in Christmas outfits 

or wearing their new clothes, walking around with their favorite toy. One of the 

interesting things I noticed, is how they may “play shy” occasionally.  

For example, Grandma and Grandpa arrive and everyone is hugging (COVID safely of 

course), and the little one runs away. “Come give grandma and grandpa a hug,” Mom 

says. I am sure that the child is happy to see grandma and grandpa (especially to see 

what gifts they brought. Lol) but for some reason they resist giving hugs and kisses. 

It’s like that with God. God comes to us and just wants a hug and a kiss. He wants to be 

close to us, so he can fill our lives with blessings. Instead, we say, “No” and run away, 

playing shy, like a 4-year-old. That’s part of the human condition since the Garden.  

In Genesis chapter 3 after the Fall, God comes by, walking in the garden, looking to hang 

out with Adam and Eve. But since they disobeyed, Adam and Eve hide from God. We 

have been playing this hiding game ever since with God. 

 

The Good News of Today, New Year’s Day, is presented in the feast we celebrate. 

Because the Church is always teaching us through the Liturgy. Notice that we focus on 
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Mary as Mother of God today. Wait, shouldn’t we be focusing on Jesus. Maybe today, 

Jan 1st we should celebrate Christ the King? 

But no, we celebrate Mary. Why? 

Because Mary is the model disciple. She is totally open to God. She was willing to 

receive whatever graces and blessings God wished to give her. She cooperated fully with 

God.  

The Youth Catechism, YouCat, #84 asks if Mary was only a passive instrument of God. It 

clarified that the Incarnation, the birth of Jesus as man, took place through her active 

consent, “Let it be done to me according to thy word”. And through that willingness, 

there was no one bonded to Jesus as closely as Mary. She became Mother of God and 

Mother to us. 

It is interesting that we start the year focusing on the attitude of Mary. She is fully open 

to God’s will and therefore, she receives great blessings from God. In her Magnificat 

prayer, when she visits Elizabeth she declares, “The Almighty has done great things for 

me and holy is his name!” 

Mary is a model and example for us of what God can do when we cooperate with him. If 

we are open to God’s will, God will call us to do great things for him. He will lavish us 

with blessings in this new year. He will give us strength and courage to overcome 

obstacles and difficulties. And if we are truly open to the power of his Spirit and grace, 

God will make us heralds of the Good News! 

 

Let us pray that this year, the year of our Lord, Anno Domini 2022, that we as 

individuals, as families, and as a Church may be so open to God’s will like Mary, that we 

may draw many others to follow Jesus more closely this year, becoming radical 

witnesses to his love and mercy, and helping other to receive the blessings God wants to 

share with all his children!  

Amen! 

 

 


