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Second Sunday of Advent 2020 Heavenly Wisdom from the Barber Shop 

 

I had a great conversation when I went for a haircut yesterday. Half way through, I said, 

“This is great material for a homily!” Who knew a conversation in the barber shop would 

be a source of heavenly wisdom? 

We talked about: 

• the golden rule 

• not reacting to people 

• having compassion for others  

• not everything is about us 

It was a great, inspiring conversation. And it ties into where we are in Advent. In the 

opening prayer today, we prayed:  

Almighty and merciful God,  

may no earthy undertaking hinder those  

who set out to meet your Son, 

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom 

gain us admittance to his company. 

 

Those prayers go by so fast that we often miss them. Let’s examine what we prayed for. 

1. We ask that no “earthy undertaking” = activity, behavior, habit -- like our job or 

temptation to gossip or someone cuts us off on the highway – we ask that none of 

that get in the way of encountering Jesus’ presence in our lives. 

Wow. That is big. First, we recognize that Jesus’ presence is the main theme of Advent 

and Christmas – and really our whole lives as Christians. We remember Jesus is 

Emmanuel == God is with us. Second, we recognize that our job is to “set out to meet” 

Him. Yes, we are on a journey this Advent to encounter Jesus and to let him into our 

lives. We encounter Jesus in mass and prayer, and we also encounter him in 

relationships with others and in life events, for example a birth of a child. Third, -- and 

this is the meat of the prayer – we ask God to help that these other things NOT distract 

us from recognizing Jesus’ presence. 
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Is this a new thing to have trouble recognizing that Jesus is with us? NOPE! 

Remember the story of the Road to Emmaus? Luke chapter 24. Two disciples are 

walking home from Jerusalem after witnessing the crucifixion, death and burial of Jesus. 

They have lost hope. They have lost Jesus’ presence. But as they are walking, Jesus 

himself joins them. But they don’t recognize him. In fact, they walk seven miles with him 

– that’s like two hours. But they don’t recognize Jesus. 

That can happen to us. With all the hustle and bustle of the holidays normally, plus 

remote learning, working from home, going to get a COVID test, trying to figure out the 

holidays, shopping online, etc. etc. we can simply get lost in all these things and forget 

that Jesus is walking with us. So we ask God for some help. 

2. In the second part of the opening prayer, we asked God to help us learn “Heavenly 

wisdom” so that we can be admitted into Jesus’ company. 

There’s a few layers here. We want to be in Jesus’ presence in our lives now, and we 

also want to be with Jesus in Heaven for all eternity. One of the things that help us to 

recognize Jesus’ presence is “heavenly wisdom.”  Which apparently, we can learn 

sometimes at the barber shop. Here’s some of the wisdom I learned: 

- The Golden rule – do unto others as we would have them do to us.  

This was a good reminder for the holidays. We can bring Jesus into our relationships by 

how we treat others. For example, when we are tempted to gossip, we have a choice to 

treat others how we want to be treated. This Advent, let us learn the wisdom of the 

Golden rule and put it into practice. 

- Not reacting 

This is a hard one. Our natural instinct when we encounter something unpleasant is to 

react. We see a lot of reacting and overreacting in the news and on TV. But heavenly 

wisdom would invite us to take a deep breath, count to ten or just wait a moment 

before following our gut reaction, which could be to feel offended and to lash out. “Well 

that person cut me off, so am I going to speed up, get in front of them, and then slow 

down to annoy them.” Or just think of what we see in the parking lot outside the mall 

this time of year. 
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Instead we are invited to have compassion for others: maybe they are going through a 

bad time, maybe there is someone sick at home, or they lost their job or can’t pay the 

bills.  

We are invited - and this is heavenly wisdom - to see that it is not always about us and 

that we feel offended, but it comes down to how we treat others (again, the Golden 

rule!) 

We should be on our guard especially when we are hungry, angry, lonely, tired, 

stressed. Which is probably every day of this pandemic! 

Fr. Ron Rohlheiser, in his book Sacred Fire, says a sign of spiritual maturity is when we 

receive anger, resentment, jealousy, hatred, but we don’t give it right back, we 

transform it instead. He suggests we be like water purifiers, that take out the toxins and 

impurities and give pure water. In other words, we treat people with kindness and love 

and compassion regardless. 

The barber shop conversation also reminded me of the Prayer of St. Francis: “Lord, 

make me a channel of your peace…” The Prayer of St. Francis might be a good prayer to 

meditate on when we struggle to treat others well. Feel free to google it. 

 

Part of the journey as Christians is having the humility to let the Lord continue to refine 

us with holy wisdom day by day. We can use this heavenly wisdom to be like John the 

Baptist and subtly, gently “prepare ye the way of the Lord. Make straight his paths.” 

We are invited to see past the distractions and recognize Jesus walking with us. Then we 

can share him with others, by the way we treat them. 

Let’s use the second week of Advent well, by using some heavenly wisdom, wherever 

we get it, to help us prepare to celebrate Jesus’ birth! 


