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Homily Third Sunday of Lent 2020 

 

The people ask Moses a very interesting question, “Is the Lord in our midst or not?” They 

had just been freed from slavery in Egypt and God saved them from Pharaoh’s army 

who was rapidly approaching to attack them.  

Once freed, they were left by themselves…. but in the desert. They had departed so fast 

that they did not have time to pack food and water. Just some unleavened bread. And 

then they got scared. “Are we going to die of thirst here with our children and animals?” 

Honestly, they had a good point. They did not have the guidance in the Bible, it wasn’t 

written yet. They didn’t have churches to come to; they hadn’t formed a government 

themselves and the last government made them slaves. In fairness, if there was no 

Bible, Churches or government, who would provide food or water in a desert? They had 

a right to be anxious about the well-being and safety of their loved ones. As so, they 

asked who was going to help them? And since God had saved them from Egypt, they 

looked to God to help them now. But they did not see him, so they asked,  

“Is the Lord in our midst or not?” 

Great question. It was relevant 3300 years ago and it is just as relevant today! 

“Is the Lord in our midst or not?” 

In this time of national and world crisis, is God here or has he abandoned us? Or do the 

atheists have it right, that there was never any God in the first place? 

 

Now there are two ways to approach this – with a CLOSED heart and mind or with and 

OPEN heart and mind. 

To approach this question with a CLOSED heart and mind is easy. I assume the answer is 

NO. God is not here. And then I look for evidence that proves MY theory is right. For the 

Israelites, they could look and see, “Hey we are in a desert. There is no food and water. 

There is no one to help. Moses doesn’t look like he knows what he is doing. And I don’t 

see lightning bolts from heaven, so God must not be here either. We are alone and we 

are left on our own.” 

Now that would be a scary conclusion! 
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Certainly, we can do the same today. We can see the newspapers and watch the news 

and the thousands of online commentaries and say, “Yes, we are alone and on our own 

in this.” In fact, as we become physically more isolated to try to kill this virus, by 

canceling schools and public gatherings and even sporting events, we can begin to feel 

even more afraid and alone. We can see the panic when we go to the stores and see the 

bare shelves where a few days ago, there was an abundance of food. 

I do not recommend the CLOSED mind and heart approach. It will only lead to fear and 

anxiety and panic. 

 

Rather I recommend the OPEN mind and heart approach. This is where we look for 

evidence of God working in our lives this very moment and every day of our lives. 

If Israel would have looked back a few days, they would have remembered the 

incredible miracles God worked to force Pharaoh to release them from 400 years of 

slavery. They would remember that Moses stretched out his hands and parted the Red 

Sea so they could cross on dry land and then the Sea flowed back and covered the 

attacking Egyptian army and they were saved. 

So, let us look for God moments in our lives. Kathy McBurnie mentioned how lovely the 

blooming trees, bushes and flowers look.  She saw them as a gift from God. We had 

some really beautiful “almost spring” weather on Friday.  We see a whole set of people 

in the community trying to guide and protect us during crisis. People really do care and 

want each other to be safe and healthy. Yes, we are taking some drastic measure to 

avoid the spread, but essentially, we are caring for each other. 

With and OPEN mind and heart we can see all this as living the second great 

commandment to Love your Neighbor as yourself.  

And we can show our love in many ways. We can check on our neighbors. We can share 

some of our Milk, Bread, Toilet Paper, Meat or whatever with our neighbors so they 

have less anxiety. We can join in prayer and remember that we are deeply connected 

spiritually. Nothing can break that connection. It is the original wireless connection and 

we are always connected through God. 

God promises over and over to be our refuge and strength. Psalm 46:2 

Deuteronomy 31:6 "Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it 

is the Lord your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you." 
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Book of Joshua 1:9 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go." 

Letter to the Hebrews 13:5 “I will never leave you or forsake you.” 

Paul’s Letter to the Romans 8:38-39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Gospel of Matthew 28:20 “I will be with you until the end of the age!” 

 

In the Gospel today we see how Jesus works with each person. He encounters a very 

skeptical Samaritan woman.  

At first, she is offended that Jesus, a Jew, would a Samaritan woman for a drink of 

water. She refers to him by his ethnic group. And it is Not as a compliment. 

Jesus offers her something intriguing – “living water.” 

Then she is a little more respectful, “Sir” but is still skeptical – “You don’t even have a 

bucket to draw water from this well!” 

Jesus promises to give this living water so that she will never thirst again! 

Now the Woman asks for this water. She recognizes something special in Jesus. 

Next Jesus reveals that he knows her personally. She now refers to him as a prophet – 

whoa – She is starting to get it – This is no ordinary man, Jesus.  

After Jesus talks to her about how to truly worship God in Spirit and Truth, she starts to 

wonder - could this man be the Messiah, the Christ – the anointed one of God? Jesus 

confirms Yes, he is. 

Somehow, just talking to Jesus, she begins to listen and discover who Jesus really is. She 

does not see Judgment of her past sins or get lost in ethnic divides, she only sees 

acceptance and a promise that Jesus will love and support her. 

After talking to Jesus, she is changed, and she starts talking to other people about Jesus. 

They come to see Jesus for themselves and many of the Samaritans come to believe in 

Him. 
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This woman, had and OPEN mind and heart. She did not just walk away from Jesus 

because he was a Jewish man. She Listened. She was OPEN. She slowly began to 

discover God’s presence in Him. Then she was able to help others recognize God’s 

presence. 

What a great example for us! To be open and listen to the Lord and to recognize his 

presence in our everyday lives and struggles. She was just coming to get a drink of 

water. She wound up finding God there at that well that day! 

In the midst of all that is going on around us, let us take the extra time we have been 

given – freed from the normal GO GO GO busy lives we have created -- to do the things 

we really want to do.  

Listen to each other. Spend quality time with our family. Play some board games. Take a 

walk in the sun. “Stop and smell the flowers.” 

We can certainly focus on all the things we are being deprived of right now, OR we can 

see the opportunities and the gift of time that we have been given.  

Continue to be safe and healthy. And I recommend also to use the Gift of this extra time 

to reevaluate what is really important in life. What are the priorities.  

- Take some of this time to listen to God. To love God.  

- Take some of this time to Love our neighbor – pray for each other. Listen to each 

other. Share our resources with others. Recognize God is present in each person we 

encounter.  

- Maybe even take a little time to love yourself, recognize your goodness, that you are 

a beloved child of God, too. Rest in that thought. 

-- 

My friends, God promises to never leave us, rather he promises to walk with us through 

the ups and downs in life, and as Psalm 23 says, “even though I walk thru the dark valley, 

I will fear no evil, for you are by my side, with your rod and your staff that give me 

courage.” 

To the opening question “Is the Lord in our midst or not?” The answer is Yes! The Lord is 

here! Let us look and listen with an OPEN heart and mind to see evidence of God right 

here in front of us in our everyday lives. And see that we will come through this crisis 

together! 


