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Homily 4th Sunday Lent 2020 

 

Today we get a dose of reality that God works in ways that we don’t often expect or 

understand.  

 

First, we hear the story of how David, the Great King of Israel was chosen. When the 

prophet Samuel was sent by God to anoint one of the sons of Jesse, he looked and 

thought he knew which one. He looked at Eliab and assumed that this oldest son must 

be whom God has chosen to make king. But no. God answers, “Do not just from 

appearance…Not as man sees does God see, because man sees the appearance, but the 

Lord looks into the heart.” Jesse presented his seven sons, but God did not choose any 

of those. God had the youngest in mind. Yet, David was not even brought to the party, 

he was left at home to tend the sheep. God did not care that he was the youngest, he 

knew David’s heart. And David had the heart of a king. 

 

This can happen to us as well. By default, we judge by how things appear. But that is not 

how God works. He can work through the most unexpected circumstances. He is 

unpredictable. All things work for his good. Romans 8:28 “We know that all things work 

for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” 

 

Perhaps we can look for what good God is working on during this time of crisis? 

 

The Gospel shows Jesus unpredictably curing a man born blind. Jesus works in ways that 

are surprising to the people of the time, especially the religious leaders.  

First of all, to our modern hears the cure is just yucky! Jesus uses his spit and dirt to 

make a paste, then rubs this saliva-dirt paste on the man’s eyes. EWWW! Where are the 

rubber gloves! What happened to cover your mouth! What happened to 6 feet apart! 

If we can get past the yucky, germ-ridden approach, we can see that Jesus is caring for 

this man very personally and closely. He gets right in his face and touches him. This 

sinner, this outcast. Jesus does not shy away from the outcast, the sinner, the unlovable. 
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He loves them too. Maybe even more than others that are part of the “in crowd.” Jesus 

loves the unlovable! 

And so, we learn that Jesus has a heart for the sick, the suffering, the downcast, the 

broken, the fearful. He has a special care and concern the poor and outcast. There is no 

one outside of his loving gaze. 

Secondly, the circumstances of the cure confused the people.  

The blind man washes off the mud paste and a miracle – He now can see! 

The community was totally confused. “Wait a minute. Isn’t this the blind beggar? Or is 

it?” They ask – how were you cured? He explained. 

The Pharisees asked – how were you cured? He explained again. They didn’t believe. 

They asked his parents. They know that this is their son and he was born blind. They did 

not know how he can now see. 

They summoned the man and questioned him a second time.  How did he open your 

eyes? 

They still don’t get it. Jesus acts in an expected way and they are confounded. It is these 

leaders who cannot see. They are blind to see who Jesus really is. 

The man who was blind mocks them “This is what is so amazing, that you do not know 

where he is from, yet he opened my eyes… If this man were not from God, he would not 

be able to do anything.” 

God worked in an unexpected way. Through some mud paste he cured a forgotten 

person, a beggar who was written off by society. It is to this beggar that Jesus comes 

and cures. 

The reason why Jesus works this miracle is because the disciples asked him, “who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind.” 

In reality, the condition of the man being blind, in God’s plan, becomes an opportunity. 

For Jesus, his blindness is an opportunity to love and heal him and bring him to belief. 

Sometimes what looks like a negative, can actually be an opportunity.  

 

Perhaps in our current crisis, the same rule applies. God works in unexpected ways. 
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Maybe this crisis is also an opportunity for belief! 

Let us pray that, as people sit at home bored out of their mind or exasperated at trying 

to be parent, teacher, coworker, spouse each day, they may begin to LONG for God. 

They may start to look for God. And that they may WANT to get to know him. Maybe 

when this is over and we open the churches again – please God – that there won’t be a 

empty seat at masses!! 

God is working. Look at all the people working to protect each other and to keep people 

safe. Even those just self-isolating at home. And thank God for the medical professionals 

on the front lines testing, caring, treating people.  They are amazing. God is working 

through them. 

Look and see families spending more time together. Neighbor helping neighbor. People 

being much more creative in how to inspire and encourage each other – singing from 

balconies, applauding emergency professionals, all kinds of online connections through 

Zoom and social media. God is working. 

People are reaching out. People are recognizing the desire to reach out. Most of us have 

been given a break from the insanely busy schedules where we are running constantly. 

Perhaps we planned a really good schedule for our kids that has kind of fallen apart. 

Perhaps we realize what a challenging and awesome responsibility our teachers have 

that we often take for granted. Perhaps we have found that we can be super creative 

when put to the test. God is working. 

We are being tested and guess what – we are making it through. Maybe not perfectly. 

Maybe not as expected. But we are still going. And we will keep going as long as we love 

and support each other and pray hard for all around us. Life is still going on. Ups and 

Downs. Let’s encourage one another in these ups and downs. See … God is working. 

If we are struggling – remember Jesus have special love for the struggling.  

If we are confused – maybe that’s okay for now. 

Keep looking for God at work in unexpected ways. And help God out. Love your 

neighbor. Support one another. Share some of your toilet paper. Pray for each other. 

We can get through this – let’s do it together! 


