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Homily 5th Sunday of Lent 2020 

 

With everything going on, do we even remember what Church season we are in?  That’s 

right, Lent. In the midst of this crisis, where stores are closed, sports are cancelled, 

classes are online. God wants us to know: Lent is NOT cancelled. Following Jesus is not 

cancelled. Though we can do some of this online.  

(shameless plug:) Like us on Facebook, Follow us in Instagram, check out our webpage. 

Updated regularly!! 

So how are we using this experience of self-quarantine, stay-at-home, and social 

distancing to help us do Lent? 

For if we go through all this isolation and changes and, when the crisis is over, return to 

normal and “business as usual” and haven’t learned anything, then wasn’t it kind of a 

waste of time? 

However, if we learn to See the things right and Thirst for the right things and LIVE for 

the right things, then we had a successful #Lent2020.  (you can tell I am still learning). 

 

In the last few weeks, we heard 3 incredible gospels: Jesus and the Samaritan woman, 

Jesus cures the Man born blind, and this week, the Raising of Lazarus. 

The Samarian Woman was thirsty and comes to a well to get some water. Jesus offers 

her “Living Water”, meaning a life in Christ filled with the Holy Spirit. She came looking 

for water from a well. She left believing in Jesus as God’s Anointed One. She was 

changed by the experience. 

The Man Born Blind, longed to see. Jesus touched him and healed him so that he could 

now see. The people and the Pharisees, however, were distracted from this miracle 

because Jesus cured him on the Sabbath and Jews aren’t supposed to work on the 

Sabbath (“Keep holy the Sabbath Day”). It was they who were blind. They could not see 

that Jesus was God. But the man who was blind, really did come to Believe in Jesus. He 

now could see. He was changed by the experience. 

This week we hear the heart-wrenching story of two sisters who suffer the awful loss of 

their brother dying. These were young people, probably around Jesus’ age, in their 30s. 
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In fact, they were very close friends with Jesus, so much so that he actually weeps when 

he comes to the tomb and sees the sisters suffering.  

But then Jesus called to Lazarus who was dead for 4 days. Lazarus came out of the tomb 

still bound by the burial shrouds, his face covered, his body wrapped like a mummy, his 

hands tied. 

We don’t know the rest of the story about how Lazarus reacted. We know that many 

people came to believe in Jesus because of him. We know that those opposed to Jesus 

now wanted to kill Lazarus because people were now believing in Jesus. We can assume 

that Lazarus became a passionate follower of Jesus from that day. That he was changed 

by this experience. 

 

That is the ideal Lenten journey. That we go through this 40-day journey as a period of 

transformation. And we are changed by the experience. 

And Lent 2020, is such a unique experience of Lent this year. How are we responding? 

Have we used this isolation, sacrifice, doing without many enjoyable things – to grow 

closer to Jesus? Have we used this time for prayer? Have we read his Word in Scripture? 

Have we searched for good meditations on the internet or read some inspiring books? 

Or have we binged watched Game of Thrones, Mad men, breaking bad, Downtown 

abbey until our eyes are popping out of our heads? 

 

Here’s my visual example - Spring cleaning.  

Picture that you chose to Clean out a closet full of junk. 

You take out everything and sort it: There’s some useful stuff – Raincoat, ski pants, hats, 

gloves, flip flops, sweater. Maybe a snowboard and motorcycle helmet. DOT approved 

of course. 

But then there’s the junk: A sentimental vase with crack in it. An old bowling ball not 

used since that tournament back in 1982. And an old Tweed Jacket with elbow patches 

– ooo that’s in style again - keep it! 

With all the stuff out, you could repaint the walls and finally vacuum that carpet. 

But what if we did a spring cleaning of the closet and: 
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- Put all the junk back, including the vase with a crack in it and the bowling ball 

- Then empty the vacuum and pour the dust back into the closet 

- so it was the exactly same as before we did spring cleaning. 

Would that be useless? YES! A waste of time. CERTAINLY! 

Don’t let this Lent be that useless, full of junk again closet!  

This spring, be changed by the experience of Lent. And yes, this unique Lent that will go 

down in history as #lent2020. Be transformed by the opportunity and the gift of time 

that we have been given. Be changed by the loads of family time, which I imagine can be 

challenging at times.  

Thirst and be satisfied like the Samaritan women as the well. She thirsted for earthly 

things, but encountered Divine, spiritual realities. Let us take time for the spiritual side 

of things and encounter Jesus. Create a prayer space in your house and dedicate a good 

amount of this time to pray for the world, for those struggling, for the sick, the dying, 

the doctors, nurses, parents, teachers, those out of work. Maybe even your priests! 

See like the blind man – that God is here! See the beauty of nature. Stop and smell the 

flowers. See God present and working in our lives. See God trying to use this crisis to 

make us more aware of each other and of what is truly important. 

Let us not be bound by the things of this earth that distract us from living for God alone. 

Let us return to the basics of Loving God above EVERYTHING. And loving our neighbor as 

ourselves, which in this case, includes keeping a 6-foot social distance.  

 

This Lent 2020, Let us be transformed and learn to thirst for, to see, and to live for Godly 

things. Let us no longer be satisfied with the insanely busy lives we had and the trivial 

things we put before loving God. Let us reprioritize our lives and become Raised to a 

new life, like Lazarus. So that when this crisis is over, we may be more focused on loving 

and serving Jesus, hunger to worthily receiving him in the Eucharist, and be committed 

to going out and serving our neighbor with zeal.  

As psalm 150 says, “Let everything that has breath, give praise to the Lord!” 


