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Christmas Homily 2022 

 

To get into the spirit, I watched a movie, “The Nativity Story” from 2005 staring Keisha 

Castle-Hughes (Whale Rider) and Oscar Isaac (recent Star Wars, etc.). You can get on 

Netflix or Amazon. I watch a DVD! 

I like this movie because it focuses on the struggle of Mary and Joseph to accept the will 

of God. They were chosen to bring Jesus into the world to save all of humankind. But for 

them, it was a cross. Mary becomes a mother during her yearlong betrothal to Joseph. 

How would she explain this to her family? Joseph learns Mary is pregnant. Does he 

accept this child as his own? And of course, what would the neighbors say? 

But the courage to follow God’s plan came to both Mary and Joseph in two ways: 1. God 

sent them both an angel to encourage them. 2. They loved and supported each other in 

this difficult mission. In the movie, what stands out about Mary and Joseph is their faith. 

And they dedicate their lives to preparing for the coming of the Christ. Jesus, the one 

foretold who would save God’s people. 

We learn from Joseph and Mary the meaning of Christmas. The meaning of Christmas is 

that God is here with us! 

Tonight, we celebrate this very special day when God sent his Son to be born of the 

Virgin Mary to become one of us. Hundreds of years before, the prophet Isaiah 

predicted that “the people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.” A child 

would come, a son would be born, that would bring us joy in the midst of our struggle. 

He would be called “Wonder-Counselor, God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace.” He 

would be known as Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 

The birth of Jesus at Christmas means that God is here always with us. And he is here 

right now at this moment in the Church. If we quiet ourselves, perhaps while praying 

before the manger scene, we may be able to sense this reality, we may be able to feel 

that peace that is Christmas – the birth of the Prince of Peace. 

There is a scene in the movie where Mary and Joseph are in a cave with the animals 

holding newborn baby Jesus. The shepherds come and are amazed to see this child. 

Then the 3 Wise Men show up on their camels bringing their gifts of Gold, Frankincense 
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and Myrrh. It was the first Christmas service! People came to worship Jesus, the 

newborn King. 

And God is not only here with us on Christmas in Church. Christmas means that God is 

with us throughout our lives. To strengthen and encourage us, like he strengthened and 

encouraged Mary and Joseph for their mission. God is here with us always, when we are 

at home or at work or at school or on the sports field. He is with us when we are 

traveling -sailing on the ocean or flying in an airplane or just driving on the Parkway to 

Grandma’s house. 

God is here with us always in our Hearts. That means everyday for us Christians, is 

Christmas. Therefore, we can celebrate God is here with us every day of the year. 

How do we do that? Simple. By Following Jesus. In the Bible Jesus gave us certain 

commands. The first greatest commandment is: Love God with all your heart, mind, soul 

and strength. That means to make God #1 in our lives. Love God above all things and 

possessions, by dedicating our lives to him as Mary and Joseph did. Like when we pray 

each day. Like making time to come to Church on Christmas! Good job!  

The second great commandment is to Love your neighbor as yourself. If everyone 

followed this command, the world would be a better place. Don’t you agree? There 

would be no fighting, or war, or hunger, or poverty, if we simply did a better job loving 

our neighbor. Think about how you as a family can better share your time, your talents 

and your resources as a way of loving your neighbor in 2023.  

As Catholic Christians, one of the most special ways we can celebrate Christmas is when 

we gather as a Church community like today. Today we are here with the regulars and 

visitors, young families, teens, young adults and long-time parishioners. We think about 

those who are struggling with loss this season and those who are sick who couldn’t be 

here. These are all members of our St. Catharine Church community, part of the body of 

Christ. And we gather around the Lord today to celebrate his birthday, just as 

communities are doing all around the world. Just like the shepherds and wise men did at 

the first Christmas.  

And we are invited to dedicate one day a week in our busy lives for God. We call that 

day, “The Lord’s Day.” Think about how you as a family can make Sundays the Lord’s 

Day in 2023. As Pastor, I invite you to make coming to Church a regular part of your 

Sunday.  
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This year we have had some wonderful times together as a Church community. We 

gathered to learn together in Religious Education. Some of us received Sacraments, like 

Baptism, First Holy Communion or Confirmation. We restarted our Preschool and it is a 

joy to have these very young families once again learning together at St. Catharine’s.  

We celebrated with young couples who came before the Lord to profess their love and 

were married in this beautiful church. We have prayed together as we send our faithful 

departed home to be at peace with the Lord. We had a wonderful picnic where 

hundreds of people had fun, ate hotdogs and hamburgers and then we got rained on. 

We celebrated the Jesus’ death on the cross to save us and how he rose from the dead, 

on Easter morning. And now we celebrate Jesus’ birth on Christmas morning. 

2022 was a very good year to be a church community. And I look forward to an even 

better 2023: new parishioners joining the parish, more people coming back to mass, 

people coming together to share their gifts and talents, like the Wise Men, by 

participating in activities that celebrate Jesus and spread God’s message of love and 

mercy to others. This is what it means to be Church. A community of people, trying our 

best to follow Jesus and to love and serve our neighbor. Everyone contributing what 

they can to make this place even better. I invite you to get more involved in the 

wonderful community here St. Catharine’s. 

When everyone shares their talents and abilities, the Church grows as a family and we 

can better share the Gospel message. When everyone shares their talents and abilities, 

we can better share the meaning of this day, Christmas, that God is here with us always. 

My friends, on behalf on the priests and deacons, the staff, and the entire parish 

community here at St. Catharine’s. I wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas 

and a blessed New Year. 


