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Homily 14th Sunday OT 2022 Freedom to Proclaim Christ 

 

Today we celebrate the Declaration of our Independence from Great Britain, July 4, 

1776. We recall the familiar text: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 

Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness --That to secure these rights, Governments are 

instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed…” 

Recall that “men” is used in the original way meaning “all people” (like we hear in the 

Nicene Creed). 

All people have certain rights of Equality, Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of happiness. As 

citizens of this great country, USA, what duties are implied by this founding document? 

Is it not to work to ensure and protect the rights of others – equality, life, liberty, the 

pursuit of happiness? In other words, the Declaration of Independence declares us a 

community of people working together, independent of Great Britain. It does NOT 

declare us a nation of independent persons, who function in a bubble, only caring about 

ourselves.  

Let us remember, this declaration of Independence is also a Declaration of Unity and of 

individual responsibility. The second line I quoted declares that a government derives its 

power from the people, why? To “secure these rights.” That is our job as citizens – 

respect and serve each other. 

How does this work for Catholics? 

St. Paul says in his letter to the Philippians (3:20). “But our citizenship is in heaven, and 

from it we await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Our true home is Heaven. Our ruler and 

Lord is Jesus. We are primarily bound to live our lives following Jesus’ teachings and 

example. We work together to lead each other to Heaven. That is our main job. That’s 

what it means to be Church: walking side by side to Heaven. 
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So, what are Catholics supposed to do in America?  

In the Gospel, Jesus sends out his disciples two by two to proclaim the Gospel across the 

land. They are to proclaim his peace and that “the kingdom of God” is here. We are 

given the same mission. As part of that mission of going out, we are to live honorably, in 

justice, in joy and gratitude, loving God and loving our neighbor.  

Our mission from Jesus lines up pretty well with the mission as citizens from the 

Declaration of Independence – properly understood, of course. We are respect and 

serve others and ensure and protect their rights – equality, life, liberty and the pursuit 

of happiness. For example, we are all equal in the eyes of God because we are all his 

children. As a nation, we work together for the good of others, NOT just for my good 

alone. We live in a community. 

To be clear, our first duty is to follow Jesus and proclaim the Gospel. But we can do this 

in the context as citizens. The problem comes if the civil laws contradict God’s laws.  

The main reason I am talking about this, is to point out the need to have good, holy, 

faithful Catholics in all aspects of our nation. We need good faithful Catholics, here at St. 

Catharine’s to work together, and continue to build this community. We need faithful 

Catholics in our schools, as students, teachers, administrators and board of education 

members. We need faithful Catholics in all types of stores and business leadership.  

I recently went for hand surgery and found a lot of comfort when the doctor came in 

and said, “Hi Father, did you know my brother is a priest.” We need faithful Catholic 

doctors and nurses and counselors – seeking to heal as part of loving God and neighbor. 

We need faithful Catholics at the car dealers and home improvement stores and in the 

military. We need faithful Catholics making just laws and policies. And – this is 

supremely important – we need faithful Catholic families: holy moms and dads and 

children and grandparents and uncles and nieces, etc. 

We need faith-filled Catholics in every aspect of society – securing the rights of others, 

using the gifts and talents that God gave us as a way of loving and serving our neighbors 

as Jesus commanded us to do. 

This is not easy. There will be conflicts. Sometimes the nation will head in directions that 

conflict with our values. That’s when we get involved and try to find a just and moral 

path.  
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“All it takes for evil to succeed, is for the good man to do nothing.” - Edmund Burke. 

We have the opportunity – actually the responsibility – to not let evil succeed, but to 

witness to God’s truth and love and mercy. We have the duty to let our fellow citizens 

and those we meet – that ALL are invited to come to know Jesus and follow his Gospel, 

to become part of the Church – the Body of Christ. Some will accept the invitation. Some 

will reject our invitation. Some will label us and call us “out of touch, or antiquated, or 

unintelligent.” But that’s mostly because they have not yet come to know Jesus, who he 

really is, and what the Gospel really means. We are call to love and serve them, too. 

Jesus sent out his disciples while he was still here on Earth, indicating that he was hiring 

us for a job. We are to work together, with the grace from Heaven, to make our own 

Declaration – to declare Jesus as savior and Lord, and proclaim the healing mercy of God 

is open to all.  

When we do this, we are excellent citizens of heaven and citizens of this great country. 

Happy Independence Day weekend! 

 


