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Homily 16th Sunday OT 2022 

 

The summer Religious Education program is in full swing. It is so exciting to have 

children here in person after two years of virtual summer. We have an excellent team of 

volunteers working alongside the staff. As you may know, we still don’t have a Director 

of Religious Education. Yet we are able to work together - staff, volunteers and families - 

to continue to help families raise their children in the faith. 

There are 99 children attending in person and another 232 children attending virtually. 

And another 300 children are signed up so far for the fall programs. We are looking for 

about 20 more catechists plus classrooms assistants to be able to run our fall program. It 

looks like we won’t be able to host the family program that we piloted last year. Please 

look around for dedicated parishioners in your families and friends and encourage them 

to call the office to find out more about this wonderful opportunity to serve our families 

and inspire our children’s faith lives. 

Raising children in the Catholic faith is the job of families. Parents are the ones who 

witness to the importance of the faith, day in and day out, especially on Sundays. 

Parents are supported in this mission by the wonderful staff and community and 

diocese.  

And of course, it takes more than a 2-week summer program to teach the children what 

the Catholic faith is. Because faith is more than a series of classes, like a degree 

program. Knowledge is certainly very important, however our Catholic faith is primarily 

a lifestyle. It is how we live and move and breathe. We are Christians. Our lives are 

dedicated to following Jesus’ teachings and example. That’s what it means to be a 

Church. 

It is therefore important to show our children how faith fits into our daily lives. We 

witness to the importance of the faith by our choices. When we come to mass on 

Sundays. How we celebrate the Holidays.  

And it makes a significant impact when we show that faith is critical to our daily lives. 

We take a few moments to pray: at meals or before bed. We have Christian symbols in 

our houses like a crucifix, and statues of Mary and the saints. Sometimes I see prayers 
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and faith poems the on walls. I hear faith-filled music playing in cars, perhaps from a 

Christian radio station or stream.  

It is important to be involved in the parish as you are able. It is so great to see children 

and parents and grandparents and singles and couples coming to pray at events during 

Advent and Lent. 

I would love to see more teens and young adults and parents involved as readers, 

ushers, extraordinary ministers of holy communion, and other volunteers when we run 

parish events. For example, we’ll be looking for volunteers next month for the Parish 

Picnic.  

 

Being the Church, the body of Christ, we have a significant role in God’s plan. Each of us. 

We were each given talents and abilities, not just for our success, but for a greater 

purpose. We are to help God with his mission. “What? Help God with his mission? Does 

God need my help?” The answer is YES.  

In the first reading, God sends three angels to announce that Abraham and Sarah will 

have a son as part of God’s promise to make Abraham into the great nation of Israel, 

God’s chosen people. Hundreds of years later, Jesus is born from that chosen people. 

We are all part of that promise.  

We are called to proclaim Jesus as our Lord and Savior of the world in our daily lives. We 

do this by the way we live and take care of people. Two examples from this week: 

Thursday, I was with the Summer Religious education when we had a fire drill. One of 

the children asked me what happened to my hand. So, when the fire drill was over, I 

went into the classroom to explain. One of the children asked if “Jesus was going to heal 

me.” I explained that Yes, Jesus could miraculously heal me by himself, but most of the 

time he heals using other people. For example, I went to the emergency room at 

Bayshore Hospital where they x-rayed my hand and wrapped it. They sent me to a hand 

doctor who did surgery to fix my hand, putting pins in it so it would heal right. This week 

he will remove the pins and tell me the next steps, which is probably some hand 

exercises therapy.  

God is using the gifts and abilities of all these different people to help heal me. The way 

God designed our bodies does the rest. See how important we are to each other? 
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Also, on Thursday, I said a prayer at a wonderful dedication at the new firehouse in 

town. Holmdel Township dedicated part of Crawford’s Corner Road in honor of General 

John Tilleli, Jr. John grew up here in Holmdel and was an altar server here at St. 

Catharine’s (actually at the first St. Catharine’s church on Stillwell Road). His sisters are 

active parishioners. John went on to serve in the Army for 37 years, eventually being 

promoted to the highest rank in the Army – a 4-star general, and was in charge of 

750,000 troops. Captain Callahan from NWS Earle spoke highly of his service and called 

him a true hero. John had dedicated most of his life to serving our country, serving 

around the world, and taking care of service men and women and their families. 

Inspiring. A he was from right here. 

What inspired me most was when the General got up to make his remarks and declared, 

“I am not a hero.” He was just serving as we all are supposed to. He accepted the 

awards and honors on behalf of all the people he worked with. He could not achieve 

anything without them. What humility! He quoted the prophet Isaiah, chapter 6. God 

asked “Whom shall I send?” And Isaiah responded, “Here I am, send me!” 

This is what I mean that we each have a significant role in God’s plan. Each of us, no 

matter what our job is, what activities we are involved in, what subjects we study, or 

what we are good at, can use our God-given gifts and talents and abilities in God’s plan 

to love and serve our neighbor. In our circles of influence, big like General Tilleli, or small 

like me, we can each make a difference by witnessing to our faith and putting into 

action by taking care of each other. 

I think being a barber can be a great act of service. You how important a plumber can be 

to our homes. Knowing that the volunteer Fire and Rescue Team is there in an 

emergency gives us peace of mind. Or being a good doctor, lawyer, accountant, car 

dealer, teacher, caregiver or leader that is trustworthy and looks out for people can 

make a big impact. It can be as simple as noticing that your classmate seems down or 

stressed out and you go over and ask if they are okay and then just listen with 

compassion. 

God calls all of us to serve him as we are able, each in our own capacity. But when we 

choose to serve God, his grace can actually expand our capacity and lead us to great 

things we never thought possible. Like being a surgeon or 4-star general or a priest. 

We are all important in God’s plan and we are invited to put our faith into action. How 

we respond to that invitation makes all the difference. 


