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Homily 18th Sunday Ordinary Time 2022 Lumber Song 

 

How do you define “Success”? How did you define Success when you were younger? 

Has the definition changed?  

A house with a with a white picket fence. A nice car for me and my spouse to get 

around. 2.5 kids. Better start saving for college! 

Then maybe it changed to: A nicer house, 3 bedrooms 2.5 baths with a swimming pool 

and two car garage. A Porsche Cayenne and a BMW. Or maybe a Range Rover. Of 

course, the kids will need cars, too. And we rent a shore house each summer so we can 

have access to the boat. Nothing better than a day on the boat on the bay! 

And then maybe it changed when the kids all moved out and with retirement set for 

next year. Honey, let’s downsize. Ask an investor what to do with the RMD to set the 

grandkids up for success. Now we get to enjoy all the hard work and being away from 

home so much. 

Seems really good. A life well spent. Seems like success. How does this compare to the 

Scriptures today? 

We see an intentional contrast between the man in Jesus’ parable and the Gospel 

message. The first reading also gives us perspective. 

The man in the parable was very successful. His hard work produced abundantly. So 

much so, that he did not have room for all his stuff. He decided it was time for a bigger 

house, with more storage. His plan was to rest after the years of hard work and to “eat, 

drink and be merry.” Seems like the definition of success we talked about. 

Interestingly, the ancient reading from Ecclesiastes, part of the Wisdom books of the 

Bible, calls all the things of this world “vanity.” He seems to think that all the property 

and stuff is worthless, because it makes us worry about it, and eventually we have to 

leave it to someone else, who might just tear it down or throw it out. 

So, then, what is Success? WWJS - What would Jesus say or sing? Well, here’s a song 

that I like that illustrates the Gospel message… It’s by Eli and it’s called “the Lumber 

Song” – you can YouTube it. It goes like this: 
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Said a friend to a friend one day: 

It was a man who passed away 

St. Peter met him at the gate 

Pete said: "Walk with me if you will 

I'll take you to the house you built" 

Man said: "I can't wait!" 

 

(they) Passed a mansion made of stone 

But with each new house he's shown 

They get smaller by degrees 

(they) Stopped in front of a two-room shack 

Pete said: "Hope you're happy with that" 

(the) Man said: "How can this be?" 

Pete said: 

 

"That's all the lumber, that's all the lumber 

That's all the lumber you sent 

Looks like the Builder - man, He's got your number 

That's all the lumber you sent" 

 

(the) Man didn't know what to say 

The poor guy was blown away 

Said: "You mean this is - what I deserve?" 

Pete said: "I'm afraid it's so 

It's too late but now you know 

(you) Shoulda done better work" 

 

(the Man) Said: "You mean not lie and cheat 

And helpin' old ladies across the street?" 

Pete says: "Well, that's a start 

Remember that man back in that great big house? 

He found out early, what it's all about 

(he) Built that place with his heart - as for you 

 



3 
 

"That's all the lumber, that's all the lumber 

That's all the lumber you sent 

Looks like the Builder - man, He's got your number 

That's all the lumber you sent" 

…That's all the lumber you sent" 

 

Jesus’ message in the Gospel is for us to store up “treasure in heaven.” That’s his 

definition of success. Whatever our gifts, whatever our talents, the circumstance in 

which we grew up – they are all opportunities to build a life. To work toward success. 

And we are given the opportunity to visualize what success means, and then use our 

gifts and talents to achieve it.  

Saint Teresa of Calcutta, aka Mother Teresa used to say, “God does not call us to be 

successful, but to be faithful.” I love that phrase. It does not mean we should not be 

successful, on the contrary, if God gave us a lot of talents and abilities, by all means go 

be successful!  

Or redefine success for what you are capable of. And then add in the other Christian 

values that St. Paul talks about: “seek what is above” meaning what Jesus said, store up 

treasure in Heaven. Stamp out in your heart greed, impurity, immorality, and follow 

Jesus’ teachings and values.  

Be generous with your time, your talent and your treasure. Give it away freely. “God 

loves a cheerful giver.” God will never be outdone in generosity. 

Use your path to success, to ensure that others have a path to success. Build schools, 

hospitals, help people get the basics they need, especially in this economy. Help people 

get gas so they can get to work and support their families. 

I think we could use an overhaul of how we give in charity at St. Catharine’s. We have 

SVDP, who are awesome, but if I look at the needs and the resources, I believe we can 

do much, much more good as a parish. I plan to help us vision some new ways of giving 

in the upcoming year. 

So, the next time you sit down with your financial advisor, or you are contemplating a 

job change or deciding on what major to study in college, keep in mind to store up 

treasure in Heaven and sing to yourself Eli’s Lumber song: 


