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Homily 20th Sunday ordinary Time 2022 Win or Lose Praise God 

 

The 2006 movie “Facing the Giants” starts out at the last football game of the 

season, for the small Georgia high school Shiloh Christian Academy. The Shiloh 

Eagles take on the Tigers. Shiloh is losing. They have lost a lot this season. But 

they have a chance to have a winning season tonight. They go for it on fourth 

down with 42 seconds left, but are unable to score. The sports announcer says, 

“there goes the Eagles’ chance for a first winning season in 6 years. Coach Grant 

Taylor will have to wait till next year for the chance for the elusive winning 

season.” The announcer puts his hand over the microphone and says “that's if 

they let him come back next year.”  

Fast forward to the first day of the new school year. The star running back 

transfers. The team is already feeling defeated. They lose their first game. The 

second game is a sure thing against Dewey High School; they always win. 

However, the game is a disaster with 4 fumbles and 3 intercessions. Coach Grant 

Taylor is frustrated at the lack of effort and focus. He yells at the team in locker 

room, “I’m sick of apathy on this team. If we're not here to win football games, 

why are we here?!?” 

Life starts to crumble around Grant. His car keeps breaking down. Grant and his 

wife, Brooke, can't seem to get pregnant after trying for 4 years. Then one night 

at school late, Grant overhears a meeting between some fathers and an assistant 

coach. They want to fire him because they have lost confidence and think that 

he's not capable of winning. 

He comes home distraught and tells his wife, “I thought I could turn this program 

around. Why can't I win? I'm a failing coach with a losing record. And I can't give 

you children. What's God doing? Why is this so hard?” He and Brooke cry 

together in despair. 

---- 

What do we do when life seems to be crumbling down around us? Do we believe 

God will help us and place our trust in him? Or do we give up on him? 
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The prophet Jeremiah faithfully proclaims God’s message and it gets him thrown 

into a pit. He sinks into the mud. You can almost hear him say the same thing as 

Grant said, “What's God doing? Why is this so hard?” 

However, he does not give up on God. A few chapters earlier in chapter 29, 

Jeremiah had heard God speak, “For I know well the plans I have in mind for you—

says the LORD—plans for your welfare and not for woe, so as to give you a future 

of hope. When you call me, and come and pray to me, I will listen to you.” 

Today’s psalm refrain is a great prayer in times of distress, “Lord come to my aid!” 

or in other words: “Lord, help me! 

The letter to the Hebrews reminds us to think about how Jesus endured the cross 

and shame for love of us. It says “Consider how [Jesus] endured such opposition 

from sinners, in order that you may not lose heart!” 

Form the readings today, we learn the secret of making it through troubling 

times: Don’t Lose heart! Don’t give up on God! Rather cry out, “Lord, help me!” 

--- 

Back to Grant… One night, Grant’s wife, Brooke, woke up in the middle of the 

night to find Grant awake and sitting down reading the Bible. Seeing his struggle, 

Brooke got out of bed, got down on her knees, and prayed for Grant. Grant then 

spends the weekend searching for direction. He finds inspiration in Psalm 18:  

I love you, LORD, my strength, 

my rock, my fortress, my deliverer,  

My God, my rock of refuge, 

my shield, my saving horn, my stronghold! 

Grant prays, “Lord Jesus, help me! I'm tired of being afraid.  Lord, if you want me 

to do something else, show me. But you are my God. Lord, show me something!” 

The next game… they lose again. 

At school, Grants sees one of the neighbors, Mr. Bridges, a faithful, prayerful man. 

Grant asks if he really believes God is at work in our lives. Because, he says,” I 

don't see him at work here.” 
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Mr. Bridges replies, “I heard a story about two farmers who desperately needed 

rain. Both prayed for rain. But only one prepared his fields to receive it. Which 

one trusted God to send the rain?” 

Grant answers, “the one who prepared his fields for it.” 

Mr. Bridges asks Grant, “which one are you? God will send the rain when he's 

ready. You need to prepare your field to receive it.” 

Grant continues to pray, read the Bible and listen for guidance.  

---  

Times of struggles are great opportunities. We can struggle alone or we can invite 

the Lord to walk with us and be our refuge and strength. The key is to ask for 

help. To listen for him speaking to us – through Scripture, through our spouses 

and family, through the people in our lives. Because we are not alone.  

But first we must believe that God IS speaking. And as Mr. Bridges said, God will 

send the rain when he’s ready. Are we preparing for it? 

--- 

Through prayer and study and conversation with others, Grant writes a new team 

philosophy. He gives it to his wife who loves it and says “this applies to all of life.” 

The next day in the locker room, Grant reveals the new team philosophy to 

Shiloh’s football team. He asks, “What's the purpose of this team?” 

A player responds: “To win games.” 

Grant teaches, “Winning football games is too small a goal to live for. And I love 

football more than anybody. We sometimes focus on how we can look good and 

how we can get the glory. But Life is not about us. Life is meant to honor God. To 

love God with everything we have and to love others.  

So, I propose a new team philosophy: Football is a tool to honor God. Live your 

faith on the football field.  Honor him in our relationships, in the classroom, at 

home.  I want God to bless this team so much that people talk about what he did. 

So, let’s give him our best. And if we win, we praise him and if we lose, we praise 

him. Either way we honor him. So, I ask you: What are you living for? Give God 

your best. Leave the rest to him.” 
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That year, the Shiloh Eagles make it to the playoffs… and lose.  Grant tells them, 

“You all played good tonight.” A player says, “Coach is right. Praise God when we 

win, praise him when we lose…” You’ll have to watch the movie to see what 

happens next. 

--- 

Perhaps we can use Grant’s new team philosophy and apply it to our lives. 

Whatever we do: work, school, sports, online gaming, shore vacations – they all 

can be tools to honor God. What if we dedicated all aspects of our lives to God 

and gave him our very best? And then… leave the rest to him. And when we win, 

we praise him. And when we lose, we praise him.  

Since we know from the Gospel, that Life is really about loving service to God and 

neighbor, let’s prepare our fields for rain. Get our lives ready, expecting God to 

act and then we wait for him. In difficult times, we pray, we search the Scriptures, 

we ask advice from faithful, prayerful people. And we listen to God speaking 

through others. 

Each day, each moment is an opportunity to seek to honor God.  

Then as they say, “Leave everything out on the field.” Give your best to God 

today. The rest is up to him. 

 


