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Homily 26th Sunday Ordinary Time 2022 Comfort the Afflicted Afflict the Comfortable 

 

- Showing up to the coffee shop and your online order isn’t ready yet 

- Can only get merely 4G signal on your phone 

- A closet full of clothes and nothing to wear 

- Still waiting for an online delivery that was supposed to arrive this morning 

- Not being able to fast forward Live TV 

 

These are some items from a list of "first world problems." This controversial phrase is 

an interesting cultural commentary, when we are aware of how good we have it relative 

to the rest of the world. About 9% of the world or over 600 million people, live in 

“extreme poverty”, meaning they survive on less than $1.90… a day. Most of us live in 

relative comfort. I spent $3.77 on an iced coffee with almond milk. That's almost double 

what people live on for their whole day! 

Today's readings remind me of a common phrase "to comfort the afflicted and afflict 

the comfortable." I had heard that phrase years ago applied to Jesus' mission. I thought 

it was somewhere in Scripture, but it's actually a phrase about journalism. Lol. 

 

The prophet Amos is seeking to afflict the comfortable. God, speaking through Amos, 

chastises the Israelites who sat comfortably on ivory couches, with the best of 

everything: food, wine, music, anointing themselves with oil as was the fashion. 

Meanwhile, their country was about to be conquered and taken into exile and slavery. 

But they were oblivious. They were concerned only about themselves. 

Similarly, Jesus tells an uncomfortable parable. He is responding to the Pharisees, a 

religious group of his day we always hear about in Scripture. A couple lines before this 

passage, Luke comments that Jesus was speaking to the Pharisees “who loved money” 

and who sneered at Jesus’ teachings (which was the dishonest steward parable from last 

week). 
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In the parable, Jesus talks about two people. The first is a rich man who dressed in 

purple garments. Purple was an exotic color – so those clothes were expensive. He also 

dined “sumptuously,” and not just at special celebrations, but every day he dined this 

way. 

Jesus compared the rich man to Lazarus, a poor man, covered in sores, who was lying 

outside the rich man’s house. Lazarus was so poor, he would have eaten the scraps from 

the rich man’s table, meaning his trash. 

Was the rich man moved with compassion at the suffering of poor Lazarus? No. He just 

ignored him like one of the neighborhood’s stray dogs. 

What would be a more loving response? The rich man could have shared some of his 

food with Lazarus. He could have given some of his old clothes. He could have given him 

medical attention. He could have acted more like the Good Samaritan. He could have at 

least acknowledged that Lazarus existed, and then done something to help reduce his 

suffering. He had the means to do it. He just did not lift a finger.  

 

I think this is a dangerous story for us in this area of Monmouth County. Because if we 

truly examine ourselves, I think most of us, including myself, would identify more with 

the rich man, who had more than enough, than with the poor, sick beggar, Lazarus. 

“Comfort the afflicted, afflict the comfortable.” Ok. Jesus. It worked. I’m uncomfortable 

now. You got my attention.  

 

The purpose of this parable, however, isn’t to make us feel bad. It is an invitation to 

hopefully look at the bigger picture and remind us to have a proper charitable attitude. 

Is God calling us to make better use of our Time, Talent and Resources? Perhaps this 

Gospel pierces our heart a bit. That’s good. Perhaps there is an invitation to be more 

generous. Perhaps there is an invitation to “keep your head up.” Like coaches tell us on 

the ballfield. Keep our head up and look at the needs of others around us. 

Who are the Lazaruses in your circles? Those who are suffering? Those who are 

ignored? Those who are outcast and in need of loving attention? What would be a good 

response to those in need? 
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This Gospel is a warning. It is a wake-up call for all those who are absorbed in their own 

concerns and oblivious to the need around them, like the Israelites in the first reading 

and the rich man in purple clothes. 

The vision of the afterlife is terrifying for the Rich Man, who winds up in eternal 

torment. But for poor Lazarus, the afterlife is rest and peace in God’s loving embrace. 

The Rich Man begs to be able to tell his brothers to repent and amend their lives, so 

they don’t wind up where he is.  

That’s the desired action. That we will learn from this parable to share our resources 

and provide for others’ needs. And that we will go teach others to be more generous 

and charitable as well.  

This is very important to our souls. It is very important to God. As Christians, we are 

expected to put this into action.  

 

At this time of year, it can be easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the new 

school year and rushing around from one activity to the next. “Mom’s taxi” my mom 

would say. Let us remember to “keep our head up.” To keep our eyes open to notice the 

Lazaruses lying outside our door. Those people, often ignored, who need to be 

acknowledged. Those who are sick, suffering, poor, forgotten, and in need in some way.  

Let us learn what not to do from the bad example of the rich man in purple clothes, who 

had the means to help, but did not lift a finger.  

Let us learn to use some of what we have to relieve the suffering of others, at least 

partially. Many times, we have the power to do so. We just need to have an open heart 

and listen to God’s call to loving charity. 

 


