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Homily 30th Sunday Ordinary Time 2022 Enter Gods Presence 

 

Did you ever think about how to enter God’s presence? 

We come to church. We gather in prayer. We pray on our own. We ask for God’s help. 

All that implies that we think God is listening and present in some way. And Jesus 

guarantees to be here with us, when he promised in The Gospel of Matthew chapter 

18:20, “For when there are two are three gathered together in my name, there I am in 

the midst of them.” 

Really God is here? Now? But what does it mean to be gathered “in his name”? How do 

we start mass: “In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” We call on 

God’s name in the beginning of most of our prayers. Therefore, there are more than 2 

or 3 people here, we are gathered in his name, therefore GOD IS HERE.  

How do we react to God being present? 

There’s a great song that ponders this question. It’s called “I can only imagine” by 

MercyMe. *** 

It’s a great meditation! The singer thinks of ways he might react… 

Surrounded by your glory, What will my heart feel… 

Will I dance for you Jesus 

Or in awe of You be still 

Will I stand in your presence 

Or to my knees will I fall 

Will I sing hallelujah 

Will I be able to speak at all…   I can only imagine 

 

But how will we really react in God’s presence? 

In the Gospel today we see two ways to react to God’s presence. Jesus tells us about 

two men who approach God in the Temple. The first man is a Pharisee, a respected 

religious guy. He went into the Temple with arrogance and boastfulness. He proclaimed 

how great HE is, and how HE does great things. 



2 
 

The second man was a despised tax collector, considered a traitor. But he comes into 

God’s presence, recognizing how great GOD is and the wonderful things GOD does. He 

repents and asks God for forgiveness, he says, “O God be merciful to me a sinner.” 

Jesus then says it was the tax collector and NOT the Pharisee who went home justified. 

Jesus means we should recognize the proper way to come into God’s presence. Not with 

arrogance and boastfulness, telling God what to do, but we should come into God’s 

presence with humility, recognizing God’s awesomeness and great love for us, then we 

can humbly ask for his merciful help. 

 

I think we forget that when we come here to church. God is here. God is present when 

we gather as Church.  Vatican II (SC, 7) proclaimed that Christ is always present in His 

Church, especial in our Liturgies like Mass. It says Christ is present:  

- He is present In the Eucharist,  

- He is present in the Priest,  

- He is present in the other Sacraments like Matrimony, Baptism and Confirmation. 

- He is present in the Word. We don’t read Scripture at mass; we proclaim Scripture at 

mass as God’s Word. 

- And he is present in the people, when the Church (you and me) sing or pray 

according to his promise I mentioned in Matthew 18:20. 

We try to remind ourselves of God’s presence in many ways: the Tabernacle and 

Sanctuary Lamp, making the Sign of the Cross, the words before communion: “Behold 

the Lamb of God.”  

The Mass actually teaches us how to act in God’s Presence: 

- We first bless ourselves with Holy water and make the sign of the cross 

- We genuflect to the Tabernacle recognizing Jesus our King. 

- Sometimes we stand, like for prayers and the Gospel.  

- We can close our eyes, fold our hands. 

- Sometimes we sit and listen silently and attentively to the words. We ask that these 

words speak to us, inspire us. I read the readings ahead of time. It’s helpful. 

- Sometimes we kneel, like during the Eucharist prayers, when the priest calls down 

the Holy Spirit and the Spirit turns bread and wine into Jesus’ body, blood, soul and 

divinity. 
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- What do we do before the Gospel is read? Stand and trace the cross on our 

forehead, lips, heart. 

And then probably the most significant action, is when we process forward and actually 

receive God in the Eucharist. How do we come forward?  

- Silently. Prayerfully. Hands outstretched, dominant hand underneath, making a 

throne for Jesus. The minister says “The Body of Christ.”  We say “amen” which 

means I believe! 

- We don’t take the host, we receive it. Then we step to the side, place Jesus on our 

tongue and bless ourselves again with the sign of the cross. And we walk back to our 

pew to kneel and pray, reflecting that we just received God. That’s how I learned it in 

second grade! 

 

I remember when people would come back after COVID. They had not received the 

Eucharist in months or a year. People would tell me that they received Communion 

and started to cry at how much they missed receiving Jesus. It was a powerful reality. 

 

There are two gifts of the Holy Spirit that help us to act well in God’s presence: 

1. Fear of the Lord aka Wonder and Awe – it is to approach God recognizing God’s 

Greatness and our relative littleness. It’s not so much to be afraid, but to actually 

be caught off guard a bit by God’s Majesty – as Creator of the whole Universe and 

his overwhelming love and forgiveness. There is no sin bigger than God can 

forgive. 

2. Piety or Reverence – this spiritual gift helps us show proper respect for God as our 

loving Father and also respect for others as children of God. It also helps us avoid 

sin. 

 

So how do we enter God’s presence? 

#1 recognize that God IS HERE. Here at this mass and every time we come to Church. 

And God is present when we pray together for example at home. 

Then we adopt the right attitude: We come into God’s presence with humility. With 

Reverence. With Wonder and Awe. With repentance. Then we humbly ask for his 

loving help as we strive to live our faith and follow Jesus each day. 


