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Homily 32nd Sunday Ordinary Time 2022  

 

I was talking to my barber, Mike, a good Catholic, about how the Powerball is up to $1.6 

Billion, the largest prize ever. (The cash option is about half that $782M). We talked 

about how much good someone could do with those funds. Just by putting them into 

investments and using the interest – how much good can be done every year! Amazing. 

Now think of that $782 million. That is a treasure. What would you do to protect it? I 

guess you’d have to hire an armored truck service? Diversify the portfolio, ladder the 

maturity dates, create an endowment. I don’t know, that many zeroes make my head 

spin. I’m sure we have some parishioners that could tell exactly what to do to protect 

and invest it. 

Bottom line is that with a valuable treasure, we want to hold on to it and protect it. 

Whether it is a lot of cash, or family heirlooms or cherished photo albums and of course, 

our loved ones – they are our valued treasures and we want to hold them close. 

That’s what we see in the first reading today about the Mother and Seven Sons. They 

hold on to something they find as the real “largest prize ever.” 

-- 

But first an aside about this book of Maccabees. 

Until the 16th Century, many if not most Christians accepted the whole Old Testament as 

we know it as part of the Bible and worthy of reading. Martin Luther and other 

Protestants originally included them in the Bible, but later followers decided to omit 

them from their versions. 

The Catholic Church has and continues to include 7 books plus parts of two others in our 

canon of Scripture. These are called the Apocrypha or Deuterocanonical books. They 

are: the Books of Tobit, Judith, 1 and 2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach and Baruch, and 

parts of Esther and Daniel. The Council of Trent in 1546 continued to include them in the 

list of the Books of the Bible and Vatican I Council in 1869 reaffirmed this list.  

2 Maccabees was written sometime after 124 B.C., so right before to the coming of 

Jesus. 2 Maccabees has some important theological teachings about the resurrection, 

the saints praying for us, and the importance of prayers for the dead. 
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-- 

Back to 2 Maccabees -- The Mother and Seven Sons find one thing to be more valuable 

than comfort, or gold -- so valuable as worth suffering for, and even worth dying for. Did 

you catch what it is? Faithfulness to God. 

This family put their trust in God’s plan and his promise of eternal life. Notice this is an 

Old Testament book talking about belief in eternal life. 

The Mother and Sons are willing to suffer torture rather than go against the commands 

of God in the Old Law. This passage is excerpted. If you read the whole chapter, the 

torture is really bad. The King has ordered that the Jewish religion be stamped out. 

Anyone who continues to follow this religion is killed. They cut off the sons’ hands and 

tongue. But, the third son faithfully acknowledges that they are a gift from Heaven and 

he hopes to receive them again one day. Wow! Such faith! 

Now we could say that this was silly and useless. The king was just asking them to eat 

pork against the Kosher law. What’s so bad about eating something? It’s harmless, 

right? 

Well, let’s go back to the beginning. Who else decided to eat something that was 

forbidden by God?... Adam and Eve.  

Adam and Eve were given everything they needed in paradise. They could eat almost 

anything, do anything, and live with God in peace. God gave them one rule: Don’t eat 

the fruit of one tree. Then the serpent tempted Eve – “Did God really say that?” Eve 

looked at the apple, saw it looked tasty, and she was hungry. She decided to eat it. Then 

she gave some to Adam, who wimped out and ate it, too. This first sin is a background 

context to our story. 

The Mother and Seven Sons, however, show us the right thing to do and why. God has 

given us this whole planet and everything in it. We are to care for this world and take 

care of each other. To guide us, God gave us some laws to follow. The two greatest 

commandments: Love God above everything else and Love your neighbor as yourself.  

The Mother and her Seven Sons follow God seriously. They have a tradition as God’s 

Holy People and will not violate this sacred covenant. No Matter What. 

Why? Because they are obsessive compulsive about food? Or that they don’t really like 

the taste of bacon? 
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No. They know that being faithful to God is good, because God is good. They know that 

their purpose in life is to follow what Psalm 150 says: “Let everything that has breath 

give praise to the Lord. Alleluia.” And they know the prize for following God is eternal 

life with him in Heaven. 

So in this world, they want to praise God with every breath. They willingly watch their 

loved ones suffer and they urge each other to have Courage and be faithful to God, 

despite what the people in power say: “if you just eat this, the suffering will stop.” 

The Mother and Sons have identified what is truly important in life. They have made 

faithfulness to God and trust in him #1 in their lives. They are truly an inspiration to us 

Christians, because they demonstrate what it really means to put God first.  

I think, it is hard to relate to this kind of dedication. We live in relative comfort and 

affluence. We live with freedom of religion guaranteed by the First Amendment of the 

Constitution. A right I was proud to defend when I took the Oath of Office as a Navy 

Chaplain, “To support and defend the Constitution and the United States” like all our 

servicemen and women. 

However, there are threats to our faith. It is easy to just let go of our faith practices and 

traditions. It is tempting to let busyness and distraction keep us from daily prayer, going 

to mass on Sundays and Holy days of Obligation, or confession. It is easy to let 

embarrassment or cultural/family pressures keep us pray making the sign of the cross 

and praying grace before meals at a restaurant.  

Yet, then we are given today’s story. This family’s example can be a wake-up call and 

inspire us to re-dedicate ourselves and our families to being faithful followers of God 

and his commands. It can be a reminder that God calls us to faithfully serve him in this 

life and be with him forever in the next. 

Let us thank the Lord for the holy men and women in the Scriptures, like this Mother 

and Seven Sons, and the Saints throughout history, who teach us what is truly valuable 

in life. 

As we reflect on this family’s inspiring example of courage, and perhaps on the example 

of our favorite Saints, let us re-dedicate our lives to putting God first and putting our 

faith into action each day. 

 


