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Homily 33rd Sunday Ordinary Time 2022 Longing for the End 

 

Back in 2012, you may remember a prediction that the world would end December 21, 

2012. It was based on a Mayan prophecy. 

I was high school chaplain at Donovan Catholic at that time, and a few students came up 

to me, worried, and asked “Father, is the world gonna end on December 21st?” I replied, 

“It could… for Jesus says: you don’t know the day or the hour. Make sure to go to mass, 

confession, and say your prayers.” The world did not end. 

I was reading an article from NASA dated the next day, Dec 22, 2012, which explained 

why the world did not end the previous day. It said that the Mayans predicted that a 

planet called Nibiru was on a collision course with Earth. Originally, it was supposed to 

destroy the Earth in May of 2003, but when nothing happened, it was moved to 

December 2012, because they found a calendar that ended with that day… 

Anyway, the fact is that there are always people trying to predict the end of the world. 

We see this referenced by Jesus 2000 years ago that some will say ‘the time has come’, 

but he says “do not follow them.” There are a number of groups that claim to have 

found some secret so they know when the end will come. Now we probably think these 

are all a bunch of crazy people with nothing much to do. But there are also scientific 

studies that would tell us there are several cataclysms that could occur (see for 

example, Science 14 Jul 2016 “Here’s how the world could end…”). They are solar 

storms, cosmic collisions (like meteorites or asteroids), Super volcanoes and, of course, 

when our sun grows into a red giant and absorbs the whole solar system in about 7 

billion years. BTW, These are all fantastic plot ideas for science fiction/disaster movies.  

The common theme is that the world will end one day. The really interesting fact it that 

it is true. The world will end one day. We just can’t predict when. 

As Christians, we are caught in the middle of this debate. Because we know that there is 

a Heaven – an eternal place of happiness and peace and love, with God and those who 

have gone before us, forever – therefore, some part of us actually longs for the end of 

the world.  
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This feeling is multiplied when we look around and see the injustice and sickness and 

pain and suffering that exists in this life. Some of which is caused by natural disasters, 

such as hurricanes. Some suffering is caused by illness and disease and age. And much of 

the suffering in this world is man-made. It is our decisions, our choices - to start wars, to 

hurt others, to not share – that cause much pain and suffering around the world. 

Basically, much of the suffering is because we fail to follow God’s command to truly 

“love our neighbor,” by thinking of the needs of others before ourselves. If we follow the 

golden rule, “do unto others are we would have them do to us”, then we would make 

sure that other people have enough food, clothing, shelter, and education, before we 

buy the newest iPhone, Land Rover, or the latest fashions. 

 

We are left feeling restless because the world is not a perfectly loving society. Deep 

down we long for a place where we are fully accepted, loved, and nourished. Perhaps 

we can experience moments of this bliss on earth, but in reality, we will rarely see 

perfect love this side of Heaven.  

Our duty as Christians is to use the time we have on this planet to love and do as much 

good as we can. We are given so many gifts and talents and resources, that we CAN 

make an impact to the world around us.  

- I met a family with foster children last week. What a beautiful way to use our means 

to give others a place of love, peace, and acceptance for a time.  

- I see our SVDP folks collecting and distributing food each month, meeting with 

people to try to help them learn to use funds better, and then of course with have 

the holiday food baskets to add some holiday cheer into living paycheck to paycheck.  

- And never underestimate the impact you can have by being willing to share some 

loving kindness with those in your immediate circles. Whether it’s repairing a 

stressed relationship with a family member, or reaching out to a teammate who is 

going through a tough situation at home, or visiting a sick loved one, we have 

opportunities every day to share some of God’s love and mercy with others. 

We will struggle through this life because we are told in Scripture that there is 

something far better coming at the end of time.  

Listen to what St. Paul says to us in the Letter to the Romans chapter 8: 
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“We are children of God, and if children, heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if 

we only suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.” (17) 

And “I consider the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared to the glory 

to be revealed in us.” (18) 

And “We know that all things work for good to those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose.” (28) 

And in the 2nd letter to the Corinthians, chapter 5: 

“For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a 

building with God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. For in this tent we 

groan, longing to be further clothed with our heavenly [home] (1-2) …. For we walk by 

faith and not by sight. (7)” 

St. Paul calls us children of God and heirs to an eternal kingdom, something so incredibly 

glorious that it makes the sufferings of this world look like nothing. He reveals that our 

life here is temporary, like a tent, and that we long for our permanent home, our eternal 

inheritance. 

That’s who we are as Church. We are pilgrims in this world on a journey to our final 

destination, which is Heaven. That’s why you’ll hear in the prayers, “our pilgrim church 

on earth.” It’s a reminder that we are destined for Heaven and not to get too attached 

to the things of this world, but to “store up treasures in heaven” through acts of love 

and service to others. 

As a Church, we have supports to remind us of our purpose: we have the Mass, the 

Bible, the Sacraments, like confession, all designed as to help us get to Heaven. 

Remember: to enter to Heaven is impossible unless our soul is pure white, so that’s why 

God created what we call “Purgatory” to purify us of all stain of sin so that we can enter 

Heaven with pure souls.  

So, my friends: let us not “fear the reaper” or freak out when someone predicts the end 

of the world. We Christians actually long for it. We do our best to love and serve in this 

life, and then, when the time comes, we will “party like it’s 1999” at the pearly gates! 

 


