
1 
 

Homily 3rd Sunday Ordinary Time 2023 All God’s Children are a Gift 

 

St. Paul writes a letter to the community at Corinth in the early days of the Catholic 

Church, perhaps around the year 56 AD. We will be reading this letter for the next few 

weeks. One of the major problems in Corinth, (BTW I celebrated mass there on a tree 

stump in 2019!) is that there were a lot of divisions. Humans are funny. We create all 

kinds of artificial reasons to cause division. In our day, they are nationalities, religious 

beliefs, skin color, political affiliations, favorite NFL teams. 

St. Paul sees divisions happening within the Church and that is not good. The same kind 

of thing will happen over the next 2000 years causing the followers of Jesus to be 

divided into all kinds of denominations: Lutherans, Greek Orthodox, Evangelical, Baptist, 

Catholic. Jesus knew how we are, so he had prayed in John Chapter 17, “That they may 

be one.” However, we humans continue to find reasons to make divisions and separate 

one another. 

But that is not want God wants. He desires us all to be united as Children of One God, 

One Father. A Good Father who sent his Son Jesus, who saves us from our sinfulness and 

calls us to be One Body. One Lord, One Faith, One Body of Christ. One Holy Spirit sent to 

unite us as Children. 

Wouldn’t it be nice, if we followers of Jesus would be one Church, proclaiming one faith 

in Jesus and witnessing to the entire world? Maybe one day we can overcome our own 

weaknesses that cause us to create artificial divisions.  

For now, we must work together to build unity. I think one of the fundamental things 

we can do is to remind people of their dignity as beloved children of God. Society has 

seemed to forgotten this fundamental reality. Each of us are created by God, through 

the cooperation of our parents of course, but we would not exist unless God created an 

individual soul for each of us at our conception. We would never be alive unless God 

gives us his love. 

That is how the world is created to be. Children of the Father, caring for this beautiful 

planet he created for us. And maybe one day we will care for multiple planets! 
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But we humans deem some people to be of less value for one artificial reason or 

another. Sometimes, we do not recognize this fundamental dignity of each person since 

we are God’s children and have something unique to offer. 

Let me tell you a little story about my cousin Robert, who died a week ago. Robert is my 

first cousin once removed, my dad’s cousin. He was born with Down Syndrome. They 

said he would not live very long, yet he had just turned 59 the day before he passed. 

While this may have been a shock to his parents at first, the family never treated him 

any different. He was just one of the cousins. Robert was 10 years older than me, but 

had the heart of a kid. He was affectionate and would give great hugs to my dad’s aunts 

and uncles and cousins. We would have a family Christmas party in New Brunswick and 

there would be over 100 cousins. My Grandma had 10 brothers and sisters. And Robert 

would be one of the Monaghan clan with his brothers and sisters. My Dad, my older 

sister and I would go around greeting each of the families. I’m sure it was difficult to 

care for Robert at times, but his parents and then his brothers and sisters figured it out. 

They loved him and cared for him no matter what. 

It's amazing in our day and that we fail to recognize the gift that each child is. They may 

be a surprise. They may have Down Syndrome, like Robert. It does not change their 

inherent dignity as a child of God. Therefore we should instead have an attitude that 

every child, born or unborn, is a child of God and therefore, every child is a gift. I hope 

we can promote this simple message to those who would fight tooth and nail for the 

ideology that a person is disposable. We Catholics need to stand up and say 

courageously: Every child is a gift from God. Love them as they are. 

And God has a plan for each of us. Did you get that? Yes, God is busy. He’s got a lot to 

do each day:  listening to prayers, creating souls for all his new children, bringing people 

home to heaven, sending us each a guardian angel and all the coincidences – that seem 

too impossible to just be chance – “God-incidences” is what some call them. Yes, God is 

busy. Yet God pays attention to each of us, his beloved sons and daughters.  

Furthermore, God has a plan for each of us. We each have a calling. The first call is to 

follow his Son Jesus: the way, the truth and the life. The Light of the Word. That’s our 

first call: to follow Jesus, to learn his Gospel and to share that Gospel of God’s love and 

mercy with others.  

Then we have an individual call. We see the call of Simon Peter, his brother Andrew and 

the call of James and his brother John. They were working their family business as 
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fishermen. And that is good. But Jesus had another plan for them, something greater. 

He changed them into “fishers of men,” which means those who would share the 

Gospel and bring others to Jesus.  

I can relate to this story since I was working as an engineer when Jesus called me to 

something greater. He called me to proclaim the Gospel as a priest. 

Each of us have a call. We are called to use our gifts and talents and abilities, improve 

them, and use them for God. Most are called to do this by raising a family in the faith. 

Many contribute to the good of society in some profession: engineer, medical 

professional, plumber, CEO, secretary, or a carpenter like St. Joseph. Some men are 

called to be priests like me. Dedicating their whole life to the Gospel. Some are a 

combination as a deacon, like Deacon Mike and Deacon Tom. Many lay people work for 

the church or run various ministries at a parish. God calls us in many different ways. 

Whatever we do, we are called to proclaim the Gospel and love our neighbor in all these 

contexts. 

And if we answer the call, the world will be just a little be better. We might not be an 

Apostle like Peter, but each of us have the ability to bring others to Jesus through the 

context of our everyday lives. I heard stories that Robert was a regular for decades at 

the 4pm mass at Our Lady of Mt Virgin in New Brunswick. He would sometimes carry 

the cross and sometimes make faces at children to make them laugh. The priest there 

told me how fondly the staff and people remembered him even though had not been 

there in recent years because he moved in with his brother in Florida. 

One person can make a difference. Because each person is a gift. And each person has 

something unique to contribute in God’s plan. All God’s Children are a Gift. 

 


