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Homily 3rd Sunday of Advent 2022 Goblin Mode or Disciple Mode 

 

The word of the year according to Oxford Dictionary was chosen for the first time by 

public vote. 3 candidates were selected and put up for vote. With 93 percent of the 

more than 340,000 votes, the winner is “goblin mode.” 

Goblin mode first appeared in social media in 2009. It stands for a self-indulgent, lazy, 

greedy, selfish behavior that rejects social norms. Kind of like a Goblin, an evil or 

mischievous fictional creature. Oxford went on to say that this phrase seems to express 

the thoughts of people in the last 12 months as a reaction to the pandemic and what’s 

been going on in the world. 

Oxford Languages president said, “People are embracing their inner goblin.” 

That is an interesting reaction to what’s going on around us and the stress and dismay 

and uncertainty and overwhelmed feeling it can trigger. 

I have to say I really like this phrase “Goblin mode.” Activate Goblin mode. Very cool. 

Yet, is this what God is calling us to become – Goblins? I think of Spiderman’s arch-

enemy the green goblin, whose plan is to destroy anyone gets in the way of getting 

what he wants. 

 Is this where we find joy? 

Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, “Rejoice Sunday” and the 

Candle stands for Joy. The readings all tell us of the plan for God to bring us joy.  

St. James’ letter advises us to “Be patient” and wait for “the coming of the Lord.” 

The Prophet Isaiah prophecies about how God will heal and restore the land so that 

even the desert will bloom and rejoice. God will strengthen the weak, he will encourage 

those whose heart is frightened. “Fear not!” Here is your God, your vindicator, he comes 

to save you! The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the lame will like a deer.  

It’s like God knows that we are struggling. He knows that some of us are hurting or 

lonely. He knows that the past few years has made us feel stress and dismay and 

uncertainty and at times, we may feel overwhelmed. 

But rejoice, because God promises to save us, heal us, strengthen us! 
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Can you see there are two paths setup here? Two paths claiming to lead us to Joy and 

Happiness? Except one will not lead us to Joy and happiness, but the other path will. 

The first path is basically “Goblin mode.” We feel stressed, and hurt and overwhelmed 

and weak and fearful, and so we turn inward and become Goblins – selfish, mischievous, 

not caring about what is good for other people as long as I get what I want, which is to 

soothe the stress, the fear, the hurt, or the crushing weight of circumstances.  This path 

may give a temporary escape, but, like the Green Goblin, it will cause damage and 

destruction and make things worse. 

The second path is love and trust and hope in the coming of Jesus. Jesus is the path to 

Joy. This is the path of the Disciples. 

Listen to John the Baptist. He is suffering in prison because he was calling people to 

repent and follow God. I think he was having a tough day, so he sends his friends to find 

out if Jesus is worth it or not, “Are you the one who is to come or should we look for 

another?” 

It must be getting really hard for John. He is wondering if his witness to Jesus was 

pointless. He is looking for a reason to hope. He is looking for the path to Joy. He is 

looking to find out if Jesus is worth suffering in prison for. 

Jesus replies that the prophecies that Isaiah talked about are actually happening: “Go 

and tell john what you see and hear: [then blind can now see, the lame walk, the deaf 

hear].” 

Jesus is basically saying, “John, trust me. I am the one all of you have been waiting for. 

Your work and suffering are worth it. Follow me. I AM the path to True Joy.” 

[Confirmation: You have been studying the faith for 8 years. You have been professing 

to be a follower of Jesus. And our society of 2022 is presenting you with one path to Joy. 

And we’re calling it Goblin mode. Yet, the faith you have been studying is presenting you 

with another path, a harder path, but a path to TRUE JOY and Happiness.] 

Our faith teaches us that the path to Joy is imitating Jesus. Jesus chose disciples to share 

in his mission. We disciples are called to do the same. When Isaiah says there is one to 

come who will help heal the sick, and strengthen the weak and frightened, and they will 

see the Glory of the Lord. Guess who he is referring to? Jesus.  
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And since Jesus shares his work with us, then we are the ones that can help heal the 

sick, strengthen the weak and frightened. When we reject the temptation to be Goblins, 

and instead we encourage our friend or classmate or family member or coworker, we 

bring the glory of the Lord, we are leading people on the path to Joy. When we imitate 

this unselfish love which Jesus has for us, we become a light to others, making the world 

just a little bit better.  

 

While I find “goblin mode” entertaining, the path to Joy is actually to activate “Disciple 

mode,” by imitating Jesus’ love and mercy. Choose to trust and hope in Jesus, like John 

the Baptist did. Look for opportunities to help our neighbor. When we see someone 

frightened, we can comfort them. When we see someone sick, we can help them get 

better, maybe with some chicken soup. When we see someone lonely or stressed or 

overwhelmed, we can offer to listen and be an encouraging presence. 

Many times, God loves and heals and strengthens people by sending other people into 

our lives. We can become those missionaries of God. From our faith, we have learned 

what we are to do: Love your neighbor. We know there are people in need all around 

us. So, we just have to choose whether to be Goblins or Disciples.  

Which will you choose? 

 


