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Homily Ascension Sunday 2022 

 

We celebrate today a magnificent event that is both sad and joyful, a challenge 

and a hope. We celebrate the fact that 40 days after the Resurrection, after 

appearing a number of times to teach and encourage the disciples and the 

Apostles, Jesus finally leaves this earthly existence to ascend back to his proper 

place in Heaven.  

It is sad for the disciples to see him go. They walked with him, learned from him, 

witnessed his miracles and prayed together. They love him. As he ascends before 

them, we can picture them say, “And now what do we do?”  

It is sad for us who did not have the chance to meet Jesus as he walked the dusty 

roads for 33 years. We missed the opportunity to sit around a fire and ask him 

questions. It is a challenge for us to relate to the stories that we did not see, in a 

culture that is not ours, from a long time ago. That is our journey – how to 

connect to this God-man we did not meet. 

Yet, the Ascension is joyful because of the promise Jesus makes before he goes. 

He says in John Chapter 16 “it is better for you that I go. If I do not go, the 

Advocate will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.” In the readings 

today, we hear Jesus refer to the Holy Spirit as the “promise of my Father” and 

that “in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Jesus gives the 

disciples hope that this Holy Spirit will come and teach them and empower them 

to be the Church and to boldly proclaim his Gospel. 

And that Holy Spirit is the reason the Church exists and has been alive for over 

2000 years. Through wars, through invasions, through hypocrisy and scandal, and 

the greed and imperfection of its members, the Church has spread the Gospel 

throughout the world and increased the disciples of Jesus to about 1.3 billion 

Catholics now. 

How is that possible? How did the church starting with 12 guys, who were not 

skilled theologians or preachers, get to encompass the world? And that 1.3 billion 

does not include the other 1 billion people who claim to be followers of Jesus in 

other Christian denominations. So, the total Christian population is actually 2.3 

billion. Wow. 
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Of course, there exists divisions and imperfections in the Communion of Jesus’ 

Body. Jesus prayed that we would be one, yet we are not perfectly one body – we 

have divisions that should not exist. The Orthodox Church and Catholic church 

split in Schism almost 1000 years ago. The Protestant Churches split off about 500 

years ago and have fractioned into more and more pieces over time. 

We are like brothers and sisters fighting with each other, each thinking we know 

better. In an ideal world, there would be one Denomination – a unified Christian 

community. However, that will probably not happen this side of Heaven. 

That is why we feel a separation when there should be perfect Communion. For 

example, All Catholics well prepared are invited to come up to receive 

Communion in a Catholic Church. That assumes we all have been to Confession 

for any serious sins (against the Commandments, typically). However, Lutherans, 

Presbyterians, Evangelicals, etc. would not be welcome to come to Communion 

here. It has to do with what we mean by being in “Communion.” 

This is both a sign of division and an invitation to mend this separation. It would 

be lovely and very beautiful if one day the Catholic and Orthodox Churches would 

come back into full Communion. It would be awesome for the Protestant and 

Catholic Churches to be One as Jesus prayed. Maybe one day! 

It is amazing that the Holy Spirit has kept the Catholic Church going for so long 

despite these and other challenges. The Spirit inspires us in the mission to go and 

Proclaim the Gospel, he calls us into service and sends us the necessary gifts, he 

draws us deeper into communion with God, and empowers us to be the “one, 

holy, catholic and apostolic church.” (See You cat #119) 

 

As we celebrate the Ascension of Jesus back to Heaven, I would like to invite all of 

us to take this next week and pray for an outpouring of the Holy Spirit once again, 

especially here at St. Catharine’s and local parishes. We need the Holy Spirit just 

like the early Church did. And with the power of the Holy Spirit, we too will 

continue to do great things for the Lord. 
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I also would like us to start meditating what it means to be “Church.” We are not 

just a social group, but we do social things. We are not just a civic charity 

organization, but we give in charity. We are not a school, but we learn together 

the faith.  

What is it that makes us unique? How are we different from secular 

organizations? 

As we pray for the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost next week, let us listen to 

what the Spirit teaches us about being a Church and our Identity as Catholics. 

And let us ask to be empowered with the gifts of the Spirit, to truly set this parish 

on fire, that we may inspire the whole community with a faith that is alive! 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful  

and enkindle in them the fire of your love!  

Send forth your Spirit, Lord, and they shall be created,  

and you will renew the face of the earth!  AMEN! 

 

 


