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Homily Christ the King 2022 

 

At the end of the Church liturgical year, we have today’s feast of Christ the King. 

Actually, the title is “Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe.” It is a good time to 

review how we did this year. Did we make Christ our King? Did we make him #1 over 

everything in our lives – our guiding principle – our reason, our purpose – did we teach 

our families that Jesus is the most important person in our lives? 

None of us will do this perfectly, but hopefully we did pretty well in making Jesus #1 in 

2022. Now it’s time to get ready for the new Church year which starts with Advent next 

week. 

We are invited to make a pledge, a promise, that “yes indeed, Jesus, I will make you King 

of my life in church year 2022-2023.” To do this let draw some inspiration. Why would I 

make Jesus my #1, my all, my King? What is his power to captivate and lead our lives? 

First, let’s look at the Scripture today.  

In the reading from St. Paul to the Colossians, we find our first reason why Christ should 

be our King. We hear that in him (meaning Jesus united with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit) all things in heaven and on earth were created. Bam! We would not be here 

without God, the Trinity. All things visible and invisible. So, that includes angels, spirits, 

our souls, black holes, and things that we don’t even know about that we can’t see. And, 

of course, all the wonderful things that our eyes can see. God is the source of all of it. 

St. Paul goes onto say, that not only was this universe created by the Trinity, he says 

that in Christ all things hold together. This means that without God’s love we would 

cease to exist. Not die. But never have been. God creates and keeps us in existence with 

his love. That is powerful. 

The third major reason Christ should be our king is what he does with his power. He 

doesn’t use it to hurt us or to make us slaves or to do evil. Rather Saint Paul says that 

Jesus will reconcile all things… making peace by the blood of his cross. That means that, 

in this messed up world of war and division, God’s power is meant to bring peace and 

harmony, if we let him. We’ll get an example of this in the Gospel in a minute. 
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Lastly, St. Paul tells us that God wants to give us an inheritance. He wants us to inherit 

the Kingdom of his beloved Son. Because God makes us his children, we are called to 

inherit Jesus’ Kingdom of peace and love and forgiveness. 

We strive to make this kingdom come in this world by being peaceful and loving and 

forgiving. As we pray in the Our Father, “thy kingdom come.” 

Now why would we want to be part of God’s kingdom? Here’s that example of Jesus 

bringing peace through the cross. 

The scene in the Gospel is the crucifixion. Jesus is hanging on the cross, paying the price 

for our sins. He is offering himself as the ransom, so that we, despite being weak and 

sinful, may one day be with him forever in his Heavenly kingdom.  

There are two criminals hanging beside him, also crucified. They were being punished 

for their crimes. One criminal teases Jesus, “are you not the Christ? Save yourself and 

us!” He makes demands of Jesus, but clearly doesn’t believe Jesus can do anything. He’s 

like the rest of the jeering crowd. 

However, the other thief recognizes the innocence and power of Jesus. Instead of 

making fun, he repents. He chides the other criminal and recognizes they were guilty of 

crimes. Yet Jesus was being punished though innocent. Then he prays in faith in the 

power of Jesus and his Cross, “Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom.” 

This thief makes Christ his King in his last breaths. He repents of his sin and asks for 

Jesus’ mercy. It is here, on the cross, that we see the true power of God! Jesus replies 

with certainty and grants forgiveness to the repentant thief, “Amen, I say to you, today 

you will be with me in Paradise.” 

Wow! Even as Jesus is drawing his last breaths, he takes the time to forgive and comfort 

the dying thief who repents! The Power of Christ our King is to overlook our weakness 

and failures, and to give us hope that, with God’s help, we can overcome any obstacle, 

even death. Isn’t this the kind of King we want to follow? 

[The next piece of inspiration comes from a band I really like, Holy Name. This is a metal 

band that blends Eastern Christian chant to make a heavy music meditation: 
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Fall On Your Knees by Holy Name 

Lead me onward (x2) 

I will trust in you (x2) 

Lead us onward (x2) 

Through the valleys 

Through the deserts 

To the quiet waters 

Fall down on your knees  

Before the lamb 

No other is worthy 

All good comes from his mighty hand 

 

It’s really great if you like heavy music. This band is recognizing the Kingship of Christ. He 

will lead us through difficult times (valleys, deserts) to a place of peace (quiet waters). 

And because we believe Jesus, we will trust in him and make him our king. We will fall 

down on our knees in prayer before the Lamb of God. Because ultimately, we trust that 

“all good comes from his mighty hand.”] 

Let’s take a page from this inspiration. Let’s fall down on our knees before the lamb. 

Please kneel. 

And let’s ask God for the spiritual gift we need to declare Christ our King in this new 

Church year 2022-2023. Let’s pray for wisdom to recognize God’s mighty power of 

creation. He holds us in being with his love. Let’s pray for knowledge that we know 

Jesus’ desire to save us by the power of his cross. Let’s pray for the Courage, the 

fortitude, to declare Jesus our King. Go ahead, at this moment. Nothing else matters. 

Let’s also recognize that God calls us his children and we are blessed to inherit the 

kingdom of the beloved Son one day. (pause) 

Thank you, Lord Jesus. You are our king. You are our good Shepherd. Only you are 

worthy of our praise. All good comes from your mighty hand. 

Lead us onward. I will trust in you. 

Amen. 


