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Homily Pentecost 2022 

 

Today, the Church celebrates the fact that 50 days after his resurrection from the dead, 

after he ascended back to heaven, Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to dwell within us and to 

begin the Church. 

Why did Jesus do this? What is the purpose of his Holy Spirit dwelling within us? 

Jesus promised to send an advocate, a helper, who would teach us all truth and make us 

holy with the seven gifts of wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel courage piety 

fear of the Lord. 

• Wisdom is both the knowledge of and judgment about “divine things” and the ability 
to judge and direct human affairs according to divine truths. 

• Understanding is penetrating insight into the very heart of things, especially those 
higher truths that are necessary for our eternal salvation 

• Counsel aka Right Judgement, allows a man to be directed by God in matters 
necessary for his salvation  

• Fortitude or courage, denotes a firmness of mind in doing good and in avoiding evil.  
• Knowledge is the ability to judge correctly about matters of faith and right action, so 

as to never wander from the straight path of justice (II/II.9.3). 
• Piety is, principally, revering God with filial affection, paying worship and duty to 

God, treating all people as children of God, and honoring the saints and not 
contradicting Scripture.  

• Fear of God is, in this context, “filial” or chaste fear whereby we revere God and 
avoid separating ourselves from him—as opposed to “servile” fear, whereby we fear 
punishment. 

It would be good to spend some time with each this week (catholic.com) on how each of 

these Spiritual Gifts help us live our faith day by day. 

The second thing that happened on Pentecost is that the Church began. I asked last 

week, “what does it mean to be Church?” How are we different from a secular group or 

organization? 

We know from Pentecost, that we are bound together by the holy spirit.  More than just 

common interests and customs, we are knitted together by our baptism in spirit and 

truth into being the Body of Christ.  



2 
 

While you don’t have to be baptized to come the church, you do have to be baptized to 

be a disciple of Jesus. Our common baptism puts us on a journey to conform our lives to 

Jesus’ example and teachings as handed on to us for 20 centuries by the Catholic 

Church. It is a particular journey, with particular values, ideals and laws. Like the 10 

Commandments. 

To be a fully initiated Catholic, we also receive the Sacrament of Confirmation* and our 

communion with Jesus is complete each time we worthily receive Jesus present in the 

Eucharist. 

• Joseph and Karol will receive a confirmation and strengthening of these Gifts 
today as the receive Confirmation. 

And I think there is a 4th moment in life for many of us that have received the 3 

Sacraments of Initiation. And that moment I call “reconversion.” 

That’s the moment we no longer just practice the faith as our parents passed to us – 

practicing THEIR faith. There us a moment when we decide to make it OUR faith.  

For me that happen about age 25 after college. I decided to make my Catholic faith a 

priority.  I decided to stop goofing around, and serving only myself, and I decided to 

dedicate my life to living for the Lord and others. That happened first. I did not start 

thinking about being a priest until a few years later. This can be the next step for 

anyone. 

If you have received the 3 Sacraments of initiation, you are fully a Catholic. 

If you have not, come talk to a priest or deacon or call the office about becoming fully 

Catholic through the RCIA process.  

But now about this 4th moment of reconversion… If you consider yourself nominally 

Catholic, but have not really decided to dedicate your life to following Jesus, Guess 

what? Pentecost is a perfect time for this conversion. 

Close your eyes. Maybe there is someone in this Church today that is considering 

making their faith THEIR own – making it real and living the rest of their life - from this 

moment on – for Jesus. Let us pray together for anyone here that wants the Wisdom, 

the Understanding, the Fortitude, the gifts to make this a reality in their lives.  
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We pray Lord, for anyone here – open your hearts to the Holy Spirit. Ask the Spirit of 

Jesus to come and encourage your, to help your make a new decision for Christ. That 

you would be set apart and that the Lord would lead you closer to him and in loving 

service to your neighbor.  

Pray with me: 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful  

and enkindle in them the fire of your love!  

Send forth your Spirit, Lord, and they shall be created,  

and you will renew the face of the earth!  AMEN! 

 

And let us ask to be empowered with the gifts of the Spirit, to truly set this parish on 

fire, that we may inspire the whole community with a faith that is alive! 

Come Holy Spirit! 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 


