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Homily second Sunday of Advent 2022 @ St. Mary’s 

I was talking to my barber, Mike, this week about preparing for Christmas and he 

described his experience putting up his Christmas lights. Ready to Go, he started to lay 

out the lights to make it easy to nail them down.  

Halfway though, he noticed a tremendously complicated knot in the string of lights. 

Mike tried for 20 minutes to untangle the knot but could not make any progress. He 

gave up and started praying some Hail Marys. Then he decided to go to the end of the 

strand of lights and nail down the part that was the highest peak. As he worked his way 

back to the center, he went to start untangling the knot again and to his surprise, he 

picked it up and it came apart… all by itself. Mike was very excited to tell me that as he 

began his Christmas preparations, he was amazed to experience a Christmas “miracle.” 

-- 

Preparing is good. John the Baptist cries out today, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord!” 

He invites us to prepare. To Get Ready. That’s what the season of Advent is for.  

However, a really good question would be, “But HOW are we preparing?” 

The culture teaches us one way to prepare: decorate the house. Buy a Christmas tree. 

Purchase a bunch of gifts. Make holiday dinner plans. Send out a stack of Christmas 

cards.  

Most of the things I mentioned are external – on the outside. They are all good and we 

should do them. But there is another way to prepare – internal – on the inside.  

When John the Baptist tells us to Prepare the way of the Lord, he wants us to turn away 

from selfishness and greed and to get ready to help bring three things we see in today’s 

readings: Justice, Harmony and Hope. Let’s look at each of these. 

Justice 

We hear about Justice in the first reading from Isaiah and in the Psalm. Isaiah 

prophecies that Jesus will come filled with the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. And He will come 

bringing justice. 

The YouCat (that yellow book Youth Catechism) #302 says that the guiding principle of 

justice is to “give each his due.” The basis of justice is that each person has special 
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dignity, as a child of God. Therefore, we need to stand up for the dignity of each person. 

It means we love and respect them and work to make sure each person has their basic 

needs met: food, clothing, shelter, education  

For example, as we do our end of year giving, we may want to include local charities, or 

Catholic Relief Services (and Fr. Jeff would want me to say: Don’t forget St. Marys!) In 

fact, I saw some opportunities in your bulletin:  Sponsor a family, Advent Mite Boxes.  

It also means we give to God, what God is due: our love and worship. That means 

making time for prayer each day, and Sunday mass. We are to remember the reason for 

the Christmas season: Jesus! There are many ways to do this. But it also means we have 

the courage to witness to our faith tradition as part of preparing for Christmas. 

2. Harmony 

From Isaiah, we get this image of a wolf hanging out with the lamb, a leopard, lion, cow, 

ox, all getting along. Even the snake won’t bite you. It’s a goal of working to bring 

harmony. It’s like how musical notes in harmony blend together to make a pleasing 

sound. Wouldn’t it be nice if people could be like music notes that together we all make 

a pleasing sound? 

Yet, the world is not in harmony. Just look at the news. And one person cannot make 

the world into perfect harmony themselves. Yet, in our preparing for Christmas we can 

do our part to make it sound a little better. We can work to forgive each other, to 

reconcile broken relationships. We can do our part to promote peace in our families, in 

our workplaces, in our schools. I like how St. Paul said it in his letter to the Romans 

today, “May God… grant you to think in harmony with one another…” Think in harmony. 

Often the path to harmony starts how we think about things.  

If I am thinking, “we’ll my sister stopped talking to me first. I am not going to call her, 

she’s got to call me!” Then we have a stalemate. However, to think in harmony might 

say, “Well, how about I send a card to say I love you.” We can try during this Advent to 

be a little kinder to each other as a way of getting ready for Christmas.  

Kids, I know we can tend to think, “Why are mom and dad always bossing me around? 

I’m not going to listen to them.” To think in harmony, might say, “I do appreciate all the 

stuff my family does for me: driving me around to activities, making sure I have food, 

clothing, shelter. Trying to help me be successful in life. Ok. I will do better to listen.” 
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Imagine if the world said, “Ok, we don’t like people from that other country because of 

XYZ, however, we are going to make sure they have food, shelter, clothing, and 

education as way of being kind. We’ll treat them how we want to be treated.” Whoa! 

Thinking like this, the world could be more a bit more in harmony this Christmas. 

Applying this harmony to God, we can make sure to reconcile with God this Advent. Oh, 

I think it just so happens that there is a Penance service 3pm tomorrow/today here at 

St. Mary’s. Talk about a coincidence. Hmmmmm. 

Hope 

Lastly, St. Paul says that the Bible is written and passed down for generations to us, 

why? “that we might have hope.” Hope is the meaning of the second candle of our 

Advent wreath, because our preparations in Advent our meant to give us Hope! 

We are going to be celebrating Jesus’ coming to earth, born as a baby, to be one of us. 

He lived among us, taught us, gave us the mass and sacraments, and ultimately died for 

us, so that we might be reconciled back into harmony with God, that we may one day 

get to Heaven.  

And because of this Good news, we want to share this message with all people by our 

words and our actions. We have hope, that with God’s grace, we CAN help make the 

world a little better by our love and care for one another. It starts small, with our family. 

Then it can spread to other families, one by one, making our community stronger. 

Helping each other along the journey. That is the hope we have in Jesus. 

 

My friends, continue your Christmas preparations: decorating, getting thoughtful gifts 

and a nice tree, preparing a beautiful dinner – all the external stuff. Include an advent 

wreath and a Nativity scene in your house.  

Also, make some time for the internal preparation, repenting of selfishness and greed 

and helping to spread God’s justice, harmony and hope. 

May this Advent be the best Advent ever, so that our hearts and minds may be open to 

the true joy of Christmas! Amen! 

 


