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New Years Homily 2023 

 

What are your hopes and dreams for the New Year? 

There are all kinds of hopes and dreams for the new year. Some may wish to sell their 

home and move into a better place. Some may be waiting for an acceptance letter from 

their dream college. Some may be desiring a new job.  

I’m sure there are some couples ready to “pop the question” and we have some 

engaged couples in their final months of preparing to be married here at St. Catharine’s! 

My hope is that we will have another fantastic year as the community of Church of St. 

Catharine. One hope is that our young families continue to have a great year in the 

preschool and that we would double our enrollment for the fall. Another is that we 

make a plan to update and better control our heating and air conditioning system. (I 

know, boring pastor stuff). 

One dream is that more families start coming regularly to mass and get involved in 

parish activities.  

Another dream is that we send a group of young adults to World Youth Day in August 

and they come back on fire and desire to spread the faith to their generation. Then they 

start bringing their friends and more young people to the Church events. 

New Year’s is a great time to thank God for all the blessings we received last year as we 

recognize our hopes and dreams for 2023. 

I thank God that more people are coming back to mass. I thank him for helping us 

reopen the preschool and connect with these very young children. I thank him for being 

able to replace the roof of the Church and connected buildings. And I personally thank 

him for sending the people to help me heal after I broke my hand in June. 

When we look back at the past years, we can see that the hand of God was with us. He 

guided us, strengthened us, and gave us the courage to go through difficult times. He 

sent people into our lives to support us. Sometimes it is easy to see God’s blessing: a 

new baby, surviving an illness, an unexpected joyful event. However, sometimes it is 

hard to see God at work. God always fulfills his promise that Jesus made in Matthew 

chapter 28 to be with us always until the end of the age. 
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As we are grateful for last year’s blessings and look forward to our hopes and dreams 

for 2023, questions remains: Does God honor our hopes and dreams? Does God desire 

to bless us in the new year? 

We hear in the readings the answer. Yes, God does desire to bless us in 2023! First, we 

hear of the ancient Israelite priestly blessing from the Book of Numbers in the Torah.  

“The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord let his face shine upon you, and be gracious 

to you! The Lord look kindly upon you and give you peace!” 

God commands his priests call on Him to bless his people. It means that God desires to 

bless us! 

Then we hear in the second reading of St. Paul to the Galatians, that we are considered 

adopted sons and daughters of God the Father. God desires to bless us as  his children. 

And in the Gospel, we can see that God holds nothing back from us, he is “all in”. The 

Father desires so much to bless us, that he gave his only Son to us. 

 

“But Father, you did not answer the first question! Does God honor OUR hopes and 

dreams or not?” 

Good question. God wants to brings us the best of everything. He wants to bless us with 

his love, peace, kindness, patience, gentleness. He wants to help us through our 

struggles. He wants to teach us how to grow in our ability to love - even to love our 

enemies. He wants us to grow in the ability to forgive. 

God has bigger hopes and dreams for us – hopes and dreams that last not just a lifetime, 

but hopes and dreams that last for all eternity. And God loves us as a good father loves 

his children immensely. 

Therefore, God honors our hopes and dreams and wants to help achieve them. The one 

caveat, is that they don’t interfere with true and lasting happiness, peace and love. 

In our short sightedness, sometime we desire things right now, that are not good for us. 

Any parent or older sibling knows this. We have watched the young children desiring to 

eat the whole bag of Halloween candy or to touch the hot teapot on the stove. Those 

things that will ultimately hurt us, God does not honor, because he can see they will 

damage us.  



3 
 

It’s kind of like when he said to Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit of the one tree in the 

center of the Garden of Eden. Remember they had all the other fruit of all the other 

trees to eat. They were in paradise after all! But in their stubbornness, after being 

tricked by the serpent, they wanted the one forbidden fruit. God did not honor that 

desire, because he had greater, lasting happiness in mind. 

God hates sin because sin hurts us and drives a wedge between people, and it drives a 

wedge between people and God. 

If anything, God wants us to hope bigger, and dream bigger! He wants us to be more 

happy, more at peace, more loving. 

So when we talk about our hopes and dreams for 2023, a good practice is to bring those 

desires and hopes and dreams to God in prayer. Ask for his wisdom and guidance. Is this 

something that you want for me, God my Father? Is this something that is ultimately 

good for me? 

For example, say you are a young man that is thinking about proposing to your long-

time girlfriend. She is beautiful, intelligent, and has a really good heart. She really cares 

for people. Bring that desire to God in prayer asking for wisdom and guidance. Ask him 

to see this young woman ask he does. Ask God to help you see if both your hopes and 

dreams align. Would she make a good wife and mother? And of course, pray for the 

grace to be a good husband and father yourself. Perhaps read some Scripture passages 

about love and couples. For example, this time of year, we look at the relationship of 

Mary and Joseph as models. 

Then ask God to confirm your desire. “Okay God, I think I want to propose to her. Please 

confirm my desire, my dream.” And let God give you peace in this path.  

This is called prayer of discernment, and it is a way of aligning our hopes and dreams 

with God’s hopes and dream for us. 

 

As we get ready to ring in the new year and sing “Auld Lang Syne,” we can meditate on 

our hopes and dreams for 2023. Let us ask for God’s wisdom and guidance to confirm 

our desires. Let us ask for the Lord’s blessing in this new year: The Year of our Lord, 

Anno Domini 2023. 

 


